	Cortland County Health Committee

	Minutes
	November 4, 2010
	7:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Pace called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee 

	Members present
	Tony Pace, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Amy Cobb; John Steger, John Troy, Ray Parker, Gene Waldbauer

	attendees
	MJ Uttech, Public Health Department; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Paul LeBlanc and Mike Kilmer, Mental Health and Community Services; Lisa Hoeschele, Family Counseling Services, Sandy Price, and Jack Williams, legislators; Martin Murphy. 

	Not present
	

	Resolutions

	resolution #1
	Abolish/Create - Public Health Educator(PT)/Public Health Educator(FT)

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Mr. Cornell asked for a friendly amendment that the resolution state the position will be subject to termination if the grant is no longer received. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Authorize Application Cortland County Health Department-Nursing Division (Application to Operate a Licensed Home Care Services Agency)

	discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Ms. Uttech said the county must be licensed to enter into people homes. This is different from the CHHA, as this is more casework related and is paid for by Medicaid. This program includes the Maternal Child Health Program and the Lead Exposure Program, and/or vaccinations and more. All members voting in favor; none opposed.  The resolution was approved.

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreements/ Accept Funds /Health Department-Children with Special Needs NYS Facilitated Enrollment Program

	discussion
	Mr. Parker made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. These are pass through funds that are received on a monthly basis. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #4
	Re-Appoint Member Cortland County Board of Health (Christopher Moheimani, M.D.)

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Dr. Moheimani is already serving on the board, and was filling a previous vacancy. This is to reappoint him to a six-year term. Mr. Troy asked how this can be a six-year term, when other appointments can not be for that long. Mr. Purser said there is a statute that allows for a six-year term. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	
	Other Discussion Items

	Other discussion
	Mental Health Update
Mr. LeBlanc said the Mental Health Department has met with and introduced the new director of Family Counseling Services, Ms. Hoeschele. Ms. Hoeschele outlined some of the programs Family Counseling Services offers, including Chemical Dependency Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and more. Mr. LeBlanc explained that FCS is the only other licensed mental health clinic in town, so it is important that the two groups work together. Mr. Pace thanked Ms. Hoeschele for coming and asked that she come in occasionally to  give the committee updates of Family Counseling Services. 
Mr. Kilmer introduced Christine Cushing, a new program director at Mental Health, directing the clinical programs. She previously worked in the day-treatment program. 

Mr. LeBlanc spoke about a new workgroup that is trying to figure out the needs of people that need mental health help and have communications problems, especially children. He said the group is looking at the potential of offering services in schools. He said it is very likely to happen in the near future with a pilot program in certain districts, and hopefully at no cost to the county. 
Ms. Price said she is concerned that the restructuring of the department will create a situation that the Director of Community Services will also responsibilities in the clinic, which can create a conflict. She pointed out that if Mr. Kilmer does not get the job of Director then he is unemployed, and that is not the way that the county should reward hard-working employees. Mr. LeBlanc said there is a potential for a conflict, because the DCS in many counties wears two hats – the first as the director of the Community Services Board and Sub-committees. The other is the CEO of the County Mental Health Department and clinic. He said this is the case in many counties.  Mr. Pace said that having an active Community Services Board also helps with such a conflict. 
Mr. LeBlanc said that the minutes of CSB meetings and sub-committees, as well as this Health Committee, could be made available in one location for better communication with the public and the legislature.

Mr. LeBlanc said a child psychiatrist may be interested in coming to work in Cortland. With a lack of psychiatrists throughout the country, this could be a very important development for the community. 

	adjourn
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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