	Cortland County
Buildings & Grounds Committee


	Minutes
	September 14, 2010
	4:00 pM
	county office building room 304

	Meeting called 
	Mr. Willcox called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.

	Type of meeting
	Special Meeting

	Committee  Members present
	Newell Willcox, Chairman; Dick Bushnell; Don Spaulding; John Steger; Gene Waldbauer

	attendees
	Brian Parker, Buildings & Grounds; Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Ed Purser, County Attorney, Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Joanna Ames, Ames Linen Services; Margaret Werder, NYSID

	not present 
	Mike Park and Ray Parker - excused

	Discussion Items

	Uniform bids/RFP
Mr. B. Parker introduced Margaret Werder of New York State Industries for the Disabled. Ms. Werder said that NYSID is considered a sole-source provider for commodities purchasing. The pricing is already approved by New York State, and the county does not have to go through a bidding process, as is usually prescribed by the state’s purchasing policy. Ms. Ames explained that the county would contract with NYSID, who would then work with Ames Linen, as a NYSID partner. Ms. Ames said that her company provided these services for the county in the past, but has not for several years. She added that she has heard that many departments are having problems with the current vendor. Mr. Waldbauer said he is a big supporter of NYSID and their partner companies. Mr. Williams asked why the county should not go out to bid and simply accept that NYSID is providing the lowest-cost service. Ms. Werder said that according to state law the county should be working with NYSID, no matter what the price may be. Mr. Williams said he thinks the county should always have a comparison, whether it is a preferred bidder through the state or not. He asked about the status of an RFP or bid specs. Mr. B. Parker said the bid specs and bid packet are complex and that he is working with the attorney’s office to finalize them. Mr. Waldbauer said that there should not be much work to be done, because the last time this was put out to bid was 2007. Ms. Werder explained that NYSID has the right of first refusal, and that the county should be coming to them for service, before going out to bid. If NYSID is within 15% of the lowest bidder, then the county is obligated to utilized NYSID’s services. Mr. Williams suggested sending out and RFP for the uniform services, and encouraged NYSID to submit a proposal. Mr. Bushnell made a motion to complete the RFP specs and request proposals. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	adjournment
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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