	BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE

	Minutes
	Budget & Finance
	06/17/10
9:00A.M.
	County office building room 304

	Meeting called by
	The meeting was called to order by Mr. Willcox at 9:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Kathie Arnold, Chair; Newell Willcox, Vice-Chair; Susan Briggs, Mike Park, Tony Pace, Sandy Price, Danny Ross

	attendees
	Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Jack Williams, Legislative Chairman; Angie Wyatt, Executive Secretary to County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; John Troy, Legislator; Patrick O’Mara, County Treasurer; Carolyn Kennedy, Deputy County Treasurer; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Rob Corpora, IT Director; Donna Harvey, IT Department; Jim Dempsey, Convention & Visitors Bureau; Blixy Taetzsch & Susan Dewey from Tompkins Cortland Community College; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; John Carroll

	Not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Willcox called for a motion to approve the May 20, 2010 Budget & Finance Committee meeting minutes. A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES WAS MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. PARK – ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR – NONE OPPOSED – MINUTES FROM THE MAY 20, 2010 BUDGET & FINANCE MEETING APPROVED AS PRINTED. 

	
	RESOLUTIONS

	
	Resolution #1:  Authorize Contract-Manasse & Son Auctioneer/Treasurer’s Department
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #1 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. WILLCOX
Discussion:

Mr. O’Mara advised the Committee that the auction will be held on Saturday, July 31, 2010 in conjunction with the City of Cortland.  There are 34 County and 27 City properties going to the auction.  Ms. Price commented that this auctioneer was a good choice and that she has not seen a list of the properties.  Ms. Price and Mr. Willcox requested that Mr. O’Mara provide a list.  Mr. O’Mara indicated that he will provide a hard copy list today.
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:  Authorize Contract-Manasse& Son Auctioneer/Treasurer’s Department WAS APPROVED 
Resolution #2:  Adopt 2010-2011 Operating Budget-Tompkins Cortland Community College
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #2 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. PACE
Discussion:

Ms. Taetzsch from TC3 (Tompkins Cortland Community College) gave a brief summary of the TC3 2010-2011 Budget.  A hard copy of the budget was provided to committee members.  Ms. Taetzsch indicated that even though there is a 2.2% increase in their operating budget, they are not asking for additional funds from sponsor counties, Cortland and Tompkins counties.  They are anticipating restoration of the Governor’s state aid cuts.  Members of the State Assembly and State Senate seem to be favorable that the state aid will be restored.  They increased tuition by 5% and they expect increased enrollment.  There is a 50% decrease in equipment expenses and they have cut two positions.  Ms. Price indicated that she, Legislator Richard Bushnell and Mr. Troy attended the TC3 Budget Presentation.  Ms. Price and Mr. Troy commented that they were very pleased the way TC3 kept the County informed and keeping the budget down was a job well done.  
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:  Adopt 2010-2011 Operating Budget-Tompkins Cortland Community College WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #3:  Resolution To Withdraw Real Property From In Rem Foreclosure Auction Sale-Claiser  
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #3 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. ROSS
Discussion:

Mr. Purser explained that the actual property owner (mortgage holder) did not receive appropriate notification.  He moved to England and then back to Maine.  He wants to pay the taxes on the property and take the property back.  Mr. O’Mara did not have the amount owed but would provide the information along with the list of delinquent taxes.  
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:  Resolution To Withdraw Real Property From In Rem Foreclosure Auction Sale-Claiser WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #4: Resolution To Withdraw Real Property From In Rem Foreclosure Auction Sale-Barbarito
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #4 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MS. BRIGGS 

Discussion:

Mr. Purser explained that a good faith effort to get the taxes paid was made by the property owner’s attorney.  Mr. Purser said that the taxes can be paid until the deed is recorded.  When the attorney tried to pay the taxes the individual who accepts tax payments in the Treasurer’s Office thought that the deed had already been turned over to the County.
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:  Resolution To Withdraw Real Property From In Rem Foreclosure Auction Sale-Claiser WAS APPROVED 

With a Committee Consensus, it was decided to approve the Consent Resolutions individually.

Resolution #5:  Award Highway Construction Project/Amend Budget/Reconstruction of Page Green Road
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #5 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. WILLCOX
Discussion:

Mr. Willcox asked if the project is being funded with stimulus funds and Ms. Briggs asked if it was CHIPS (Consolidated Highway Improvement Program) funding.  Ms. Price explained that the County had lost the stimulus funds but with lobbying by local people such as Highway Superintendent, Don Chambers and Legislator Dave Fuller and with Congressman Mike Arcuri’s help the funds were secured.  Chairman Williams indicated that it would cost the County approximately $116,000.00 but the work needs to be done and it will put people to work.  The lowest bidders were local companies.  The funds would come out of Contingency Funds.   
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:   Award Highway Construction Project/Amend Budget Reconstruction of Page Green Road (CR122)-Highway Department WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #6:  Approve Contract For Engineering-Cheningo Road Bridge Replacement
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #6 MADE BY MS. BRIGGS – 2ND BY MS. PRICE 

Discussion:

These are federal funds.  The engineering and design services will be completed in 2010 and the construction will be completed in 2011.  Ms. Kennedy needs to make changes regarding the accounts and will work with Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature to make the changes to the resolution.
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:   Approve Contract For Engineering-Cheningo Road Bridge Replacement WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #7:  Create Part-Time Public Health Educator – Health Department
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #7 MADE BY MR. PARK – 2ND BY MS. PRICE
Discussion:

Ms. Price indicated that this position is funded by a grant.  Mr. Pace said that this is a temporary position.  Ms. Briggs questioned why the resolution does not reflect that it is a temporary position.  Ms. Price mentioned that this position may eventually become full time for ZAP (Zero Adolescent Pregnancy) if funding through another grant is secured.  Mr. Park suggested that the committee make a friendly amendment to the resolution.  Mr. Purser suggested that the resolution include …”Contingent upon receiving the grant funds”…  MOTION BY MS. BRIGGS – 2ND BY MR. WILLCOX THAT THE RESOLUTION INCLUDE: THAT IT IS A TEMPORARY POSITION AND THE FUNDING IS CONTINGENT UPON RECEIVING FUNDS FROM THE GRANT.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR – NO ONE OPPOSED – MOTION PASSES
MS. ARNOLD, MR. WILLCOX, MS. BRIGGS, MR. PACE, MR. PARK & MS. PRICE VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION WITH THE FRIENDLY AMENDMENT – MR. ROSS OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:   Create Pat-Time Public Health Director-Health Department WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #8:  Amend Budget/Area Agency on Aging-Title VII Long Term Care Ombudsman
Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #8 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. PACE

Discussion:

This funds a Patient Care Advocate. The funds have been received.  Ms. Briggs asked were the funds came from.  It was unsure if the funds came from the federal government and just funneled through the state.  Ms. Kennedy made a phone call and advised the committee that these are federal funds. 
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:   Amend Budget/Area Agency on Aging-Title VII Long Term Care Ombudsman WAS APPROVED 

Resolution #9:  Create Part-Time Temporary Recreation Specialist

Ms. Arnold called for a motion.  MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #9 MADE BY MS. PRICE – 2ND BY MR. PACE 

Discussion:

Mr. Troy recalls that this position should have been for 17 hours.  Ms. Price asked if these funds were from Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton.  Ms. Kennedy made a call to her office to determine where the funding came from and reported that they are some unused funds from Assemblywoman Lifton and a grant from Pall Trinity.  It was suggested that a friendly amendment be made to change the amount of hours.  MOTION BY MS. BRIGGS – 2ND BY MR. PARK THAT THE RESOLUTION READ UP TO 17 HOURS A WEEK – ALL MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR – NO ONE OPPOSED – MOTION PASSES
ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION WITH THE FRIENDLY AMENDMENT – NO ONE OPPOSED - THE RESOLUTION:   Create Part-Time Position, Temporary Recreation Specialist-Youth Bureau  WAS APPROVED

	
	DISCUSSION ITEMS

	
	CORTLAND COUNTY CONVENTIONS & VISITORS BUREAU

CCCVB Executive Director, Jim Dempsey reported that the Occupancy Tax revenue is up.  They have started the summer campaign.  The Bureau is giving money to agencies to cover advertising costs.  Their website is updated daily.  They received a lot of phone inquiries.  They have had the most inquiries about the Rte. 90 Garage Sales.  Due to the influx of phone calls about the Rte. 90 Garage Sales, they are going to market it as a “weekend get-away”.  SUNY Cortland is doing television commercials to advertise the Jets training camp and aspects of Cortland County will be in the commercials.  Mr. Dempsey provided a Tourism Packet for Committee members.
PHILLIPS LYTLE CONTRACT

Chairman Williams asked Mr. Corpora and Ms. Harvey to come to this meeting to advise the Committee that they have a program that will assist in the tax foreclosure procedure.  It will however take about a month to implement the feature for recording the installment agreements/payments.  Chairman Williams indicated that presently they have to keep track of 260 excel spread sheets and with this program that will not be necessary.  Title searches can also be done.  Mr. Corpora indicated that a company in Arlington, Virginia would do the Certified/Registered mailing.  Ms. Kennedy asked who would be signing the Affidavit of Mailing.  She indicated that the Treasurer’s Office would not do it since they didn’t actually do the mailing.  Mr. Corpora further explained that the mailing would cost approximately $13.75 per piece.  The company will get $3.00 for each piece of mail.  The approximate amount of $10.75 is for the postage.  Mr. O’Mara asked that they call other counties and research this first.  Chairman Williams asked Mr. Corpora if this could be done.  Mr. Corpora’s answer was yes.  The question of the amount the County would receive for the Title Searches also arose.  Will the amount be $150.00 or $300.00?  They will know the answer as to the amount by July 1st.  Mr. Park believes that the departments should be given a directive to do it.  Mr. Murphy would like to meet with the individuals involved with this to learn the unresolved issues and to determine what the best process is.  

	MEETING ADJOURNMENT


	MS. BRIGGS MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING – 2ND BY MR. PACE – THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 10:41 A.M.
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Minutes Taken & Prepared By Angie Wyatt, Executive Secretary To County Administrator
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