	Budget & Finance Committee

	Minutes
	September 16, 2010
	9:00 aM
	County office building        room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Arnold called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee Meeting

	committee members

present
	Kathie Arnold, Chair; Newell Willcox, Vice Chair; Susan Briggs, Mike Park, Sandy Price, Danny Ross, Tony Pace

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Carolyn Kennedy and Pat O’Mara, Treasurer’s Office; John Carroll; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; John Steger, Ray Parker, Jennifer Gofkowski, Dave Fuller, legislators; Eric Mulivhill, WXHC; Bill Cinquanti, Real Property; Don Chambers and Bob Buerkle, Highway; Garry VanGorder, BDC/IDA; Jim Dempsey, Convention & Visitor’s Bureau; Jim Spallor, 7:47 Aviation

	committee members ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Park made a motion to accept the minutes of the Aug. 19 Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	RESOLUTION #1
	Set Date for Deed Filing of Foreclosed Properties

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Ms. Arnold said that a sub-committee had met and this resolution is the result of the discussion. It will allow taxpayers to pay delinquent taxes up to nine days prior to the auction, and the county to transfer the deeds eight days prior to the auction. The committee declared that the resolution should be included in all mailings to delinquent taxpayers. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	resolution #2
	Accept FY09 State Homeland Security Grant

	discussion
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolutions. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Willcox asked what the funds are used for. The Clerk advised that a portion of the funds are used for the NIMS consultant and other programs. Next year the funds are earmarked for the Health Department. Ms. Arnold asked that the uses for these funds be explained prior to voting on this at legislative session. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	Other Discussion Items

	BDC/IDA Update – Garry VanGorder
Mr. VanGorder gave an overview of the operations at the BDC and IDA. He discussed the business park on Route 13, including roads and traffic signals being built, approval of the state DOT which has delayed the process and increased costs by about $1 million. He expects to soon start aggressively marketing the park and have it shovel ready by the spring of 2011. He said that Pyrotech will be fully operational by December and is working to relocate from Canastota. Glyph Technologies is moving into the former Cortland Line building and expects to hire about 20 employees. Crown Industrial, owned and operated by former employees of Emerson, is moving into the Cortland Commerce Center (former Smith Corona building). Cortland Plastics is adding a 25,000 square foot addition with hopes of hiring between 25 and 30 new people. A local business will soon be relocating to the first floor of the new clocktower building on Main Street. Mr. VanGorder mentioned that the BDC/IDA is working with the county to establish a Local Development Corporation to help finance civic projects through not-for-profit companies. He hopes to have something for legislative approval in October. He said there will be no cost or risk to the county, it is merely a link to low-cost financing for these businesses. Mr. Park asked about the former Contento property. Mr. VanGorder explained that there are six monitoring wells on the site due to past pollution. Five of the six wells are testing clean.
Occupancy Tax
Ms. Arnold said that towns in Pennsylvania are facing a lack of Occupancy Tax revenue because gas companies book large blocks of rooms for their employees, who stay longer than 30 days, which allows them to forego paying any Occupancy Tax on the rooms. She said she would like to consider amending the local law to state that anyone staying in a hotel. The Committee asked that Mr. Purser prepare a draft amendment to the local law to address this and bring it back for review.
Department Budget Review
The Budget & Finance Committee will hold a meeting October 7 at Noon to review the 2011 departmental budget proposals

Airport Lease Agreements
Ms. Arnold said some questions have arisen regarding the airport lease agreements approved at the highway committee meeting. Ms. Briggs asked if the lease of the hangar should have been put out to bid. Mr. Purser said he does not think it is necessary by law, but that it has been done in the past. Mr. Williams said he anticipated pulling the resolution, because there were some problems with it. Mr. Purser suggested an executive session because of proposed litigation regarding the exiting lease. Ms. Briggs asked for additional information regarding a sub-lease of the office space in Hangar MH-1 by Mr. Spallor. Mr. Purser again recommended an Executive Session for this discussion. 

	Executive Session – Potential/Pending Litigation

	Mr. Park made a motion to go into Executive Session. Seconded by Mr. Pace. All members voting in favor; except Mr. Willcox who was opposed. The Committee held an Executive Session. 

	 Airport Lease Agreements (continued)
Following the executive session Mr. Purser said that a proposal from Mr. Jones to terminate his current lease agreement provides for the payment of balance due at the airport of about $2,940. He will pay $420 every 15 days until it is paid off. Ms. Price made a motion that the county accept the terms and release Mr. Jones from his lease. Seconded by Mr. Park. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox, who was opposed. 

Ms. Briggs pointed out that the hangar can now be considered vacant and if a new lease agreement is not provided, for a new tenant, then the airport’s revenue lines will be incorrect. She also said that the airport manager’s salary is not included in the airport profit/loss figures, which skews such a report. Ms. Briggs said she feels the rent for the hangars is too low. Mr. Buerkle distributed a report of rental fees at comparable airports. The committee agreed to have a special committee meeting to either go out to bid for a new tenant, or to accept the terms of a new lease with Mr. Spallor and 7:47 Aviation. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Park made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Pace. The meeting was adjourned.


Cortland County Budget & Finance Committee Meeting Minutes                                                                         September, 2010

Respectfully submitted by Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature

- 2 -

