	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	August 12, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:04 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price

	attendees
	Syd McEvoy and Claudia Hitt, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Jared Popoli, SWCD; Larry Cornell, Jack Williams, Legislators; Eric Mulivihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	Ray Parker and Tom Hartnett were excused

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the minutes of June 10, 2010.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize CNY Regional Plan for Sustainable Development Partnership 

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Dineen explained that this resolution is in support of the CNY Regional Planning & Development Board’s application for funds. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Establish Accounts – 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute

	DISCUSSION 
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. This resolution will allow for the hiring of a mobility manager and new transportation software. The manager will be working out the Seven Valley Health Coalition. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	RESOLUTION #3
	Establish Accounts – 5317 – New Freedom

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. There was no discussion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #4
	Amend 2010 Budget – Motor Vehicle Equipment (Planning)

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Dineen said this is part of the stimulus grant the county applied for. Funds for two new buses for the Cornell run was awarded. Now new funds are available to equipment, such as a welder, two bus jacks, diagnostic scanner, and a battery charger. The equipment is owned by the county, but will be held and used by First Transit. First Transit takes care of the maintenance of the  equipment. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cooperative Extension 

Mr. McEvoy introduced Claudia Hitt, horticulturalist for Cornell Cooperative Extension. She does free PH samples for residents. She has been fielding many calls on insects, and other gardening questions. She also makes visits to local schools. The committee also discussed the Emerald Ash Borer. 
Mr. McEvoy said there will be a driving tour of Cortland County farms on Sunday Aug. 22. There were 120 kids at Camp Owhata this year, and 20 children from New York City. 

Soil & Water Conservation District

Jared Popoli updated the committee on several SWCD projects and programs, including the waterworks berm, local farm projects, and the upcoming River Clean up. 
Planning Department

Mr. Dineen said he has been working with surrounding counties on a project spearheaded by TC3, on a Regional Transportation Assessment, to promote use of public transportation, and also to coordinate between the neighboring county’s transportation programs. The group is applying for funds to do a study to assist with this effort.
Mr. Dineen provided a map of the approximately 300 miles of snowmobile trails in the county, and a breakdown of costs to the Planning Department in administering this grant. In 2009 the county spent about $10,350 on this grant, which does not include work done by the county attorney’s office or other departments. The 7% of the grant the county takes for this does not cover the county’s expenses. The committee discussed raising the county’s administrative fees to 10% to cover expenses, and hopefully push the clubs to form an association, which would take the county “out of the picture” and allow for a full distribution of funds.
County Administrator Mr. Murphy wanted the committee to be aware that he has received a collection of letters in support of wind farm technology in Cortland County and the TCI Renewables project that has been discussed. These letters are available for review in his office.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Steger.  The meeting was adjourned.
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