	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	jULY 8, 2010
	10:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at @ 10:06 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller, John Troy, Don Spaulding

	attendees
	Carol Deloff, Area Agency on Aging; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Judy Davison and Robin Sandwick, E&T; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau; John Steger and Jack Williams, legislators

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to adopt the minutes of June 10, 2010.  Mr. Spaulding seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Abolish/Create Social Services Department – Caseworker/Senior Caseworker

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Monroe said this is a flexible position that will allow the department to operate more efficiently and effectively. It may also result in cost savings in reduced turnover and overtime. The change is within the salary line, so no budget amendments will be necessary. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· The County Nutrition Program was given one of three statewide “Gold Awards” which includes $1,600, for the March for Meals Campaign.
· Veterans who need emergency medical services at a civilian facility, rather than a VA hospital, have been covered for services, providing they did not have other health insurance. A new bill signed by President Obama will help offset any additional costs beyond what insurance may/may not pay for.

· Ms. Deloff said the NYS Budget is not approved yet, but she is anticipating cuts of about $10,000 in the Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly Program, about $15,000 from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, and about $3,300 from the Community Services for the Elderly Program.

· Employment & Training will have a limited summer program, of about 55 kids, which is significantly less that previous years. Budget cuts have restricted the program.

· Ms. Monroe said DSS is receiving record numbers of assistance applications, due to the unemployment benefits running out. She said there will be about $34 million in costs passed on to counties statewide, particularly for child protective and child preventative services. Another $48 million in costs will be passed on to counties for retroactive Office of Children and Family Services charge-backs.

· Ms. Monroe distributed and reviewed a report titled “Medicaid Weekly Shares Calculation” and how the Medicaid Cap affects the county budget. She spoke about the FMAP funding that was included in the 2010 budget, and how using those funds creates a large gap for 2011. 

· Language is included in a proposed state budget that would allow for a state takeover of the Medicaid Program, but that any savings in cost would be recovered by the state – there is no plan to amend the Medicaid Cap.

· Mr. Lann said a fitness instructor has been hired and will be working Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays in Marathon, McGraw, Scott, and the City of Cortland.
· The 2011 Americorps Applications are available and due in August. The approximate cost per worker is $2,800, and if the funds are made available, the workers would begin in October of 2011 and work for one year.

· The Youth Bureau is working with 7 Valley CASA and the National Guard to bring a climbing wall and a skateboard ramp to the towns and villages.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Troy.  The meeting was adjourned.
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