	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	june 10, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller, Tom Hartnett, John Steger, Ray Parker, Sandy Price

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Syd McEvoy and Nancy Hart, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Chris and Bob Applegate; Mary Bielby; Mike Atchie, Chesapeake Energy; Cathy Feuerherm, Health Director; John Helgren, Environmental Health; Tony Pace, Legislator. 

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the minutes of May 13, 2010.  Mr. Parker seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Presentation

Mr. Mike Atchie, a representative from Chesapeake Energy gave a presentation on Chesapeake’s drilling techniques in the Marcellus Shale region, particularly in northern Pennsylvania. He noted that one horizontal well is drilled for every two square miles. There are about five (5) million gallons of fracking fluid per well, and that 99.5%of that fluid is made of water and sand, while only .5% is added chemicals. Chesapeake has about 1,000 employees in Pennsylvania right now. Mr. Atchie invited legislators to take a trip to a working drilling site.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Grant Application – Cortland County Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance 

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Price. Mr. Fuller asked about expediting the funds to the clubs once they are received. Mr. Dineen explained that it takes about a month after it is released from the state, because the money goes through the county Purchase Order system. Mr. Dineen said he can see if a purchase order can be printed prior to the funds being received in order to expedite the process. Ms. Price asked about the snowmobile maps in the county. Mr. Dineen said he will bring copies with him to the next meeting. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Authorize Agreements – Cortland County Snowmobile Clubs – Planning Department

	DISCUSSION 
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. The county currently keeps 7% of the grant for administration. This fee could be waived if the nine various clubs would merge and administer the funds themselves. The committee discussed raising the fee to about 10% to offset the administration costs, as the 7% does not cover the county expense. Next year the county will consider raising it to 9% (1% per group.) All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	RESOLUTION #3
	Declare Negative Declaration of SEQR for Snowmobile Trails

	DISCUSSION
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. There was no discussion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cooperative Extension 

Mr. McEvoy introduced Nancy Hart, the program coordinator for the Family Fun and Resource Center. She said the program is funded with a grant from the NYS Office of Children and Family Services, Cornell University, the Unified Court System and other sources. The total cost to the county is about $4,200. In 2009 there were 800 children and parents that visited the center for a total of 5,000 visits. 
Soil & Water Conservation District

Ms. Barber said SWCD is working to finish the berm grant with the City of Cortland. The department is waiting to hear back on the recent round of agriculture grants. In relation to the Chesapeake presentation, she said that she had visited Bradford County, PA recently and found that there were a lot of people and that businesses were very busy. She said the roads have been “devastated.” She added that wells are being drilled much closer to existing, developed property than she expected.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.
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