	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	May 11, 2010
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Jennifer Gofkowski, Vice Chair, Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller

	attendees
	Lee Price, Sheriff’; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Bob Duell, Fire &  Emergency Management; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; Lisa Cutia, Probation, Kathie Arnold, legislator; Sandy Price, legislator; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures. Kevin Sharp, Coroner; 

	Not present
	

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Park asked for a motion to approve the minutes of April 8, 2010. Mr. Fuller made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Agreement – Empire Interpreting Services

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Sheriff Price said this resolution is for sign language services. The county may not need the services, but should have a system in place if it is necessary. He said it will cost about $60 per hour for interpretive services. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #2
	Authorize Agreement – NIMS Consultant 

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Cobb. Mr. Duell said that these funds have been received for about the last five years through the Office of Homeland Security. He said this is an “enormous” program and that a consultant is needed to assist in the implementation of the programs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreement – Alcohol/Substance Abuse Services 

	discussion
	Mr. Park made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Chairman Williams explained that about $225,0000 was cut from the 2010 budget to Family Counseling Services. The funds covered substance abuse evaluations and referrals at the jail. He said doing an RFP for professional services shows that ASI of Cortland can provide the service at a significant cost savings. The proposed resolution does not include attendance at Drug Court. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #4
	Requesting Delay of Ignition Interlock Provisions

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Ms. Cutia said that Leandra’s Law has two parts. The first was adding the category of “Child in a Vehicle” to DWI offenses. The second, due to be implemented Aug. 15, requires the installation and use of an Ignition Interlock Devise as part of all DWI sentences in NYS. The county is supposed to send a policy to Albany by June 15 as to how this will be implemented. Sheriff Price said there were 300 DWI arrests in Cortland County in 2009. Sheriff Price and Ms. Cutia spoke about how this could be implemented and said their concern is overseeing and administering the program at their respective department’s current staffing levels. Ms. Cutia will schedule a meeting with all interested parties to discuss this further, but wanted to let the committee know that there may be a need for additional personnel in either the Probation or Sheriff’s Department to handle this un-funded mandate. Sheriff Price added that most counties have a designated DWI Coordinator which will be handling this mandate, but that he is the Cortland County’s DWI Coordinator, in addition to Sheriff, and does not have the time to add this to his current responsibilities. Ms. Cutia said many counties have already passed similar resolutions, and the state has indicated they will not push back the implementation deadline. The committee approved the resolution in opposition to the unfunded mandate and will be kept informed on the June 15 policy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #5
	Authorize Agreement – TLC Emergency Medical Services Inc. - Coroners

	discussion
	Mr. Park made a motion to consider the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Williams explained that for years TLC has been transporting deceased individuals for the Coroners, but have been doing so without a contract. Mr. Sharp agreed, and said he thought the prices charged were much too high. He said that an undertaker can do the transports, but few are willing to do it due to the nature of the job and the associated costs. Mr. Fuller made a motion to table the resolution, and asked Mr. Sharp to look into the possibility of other agencies that may be interested in providing this service. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. The resolution was tabled.   

	
	Other Discussion Items

	other discussion items
	· Mr. Park said that the first meeting of the Committee to Review the Code of Ethics will meet Thursday, May 13 at 4 p.m. The committee consists of himself, Mr. Steger, Ms. Gofkowski and Ms. Cobb, as well as Mr. Purser.
· Mr. Williams said he has reviewed the assigned counsel costs in the Public Defender’s Office for 2009, as previous discussions had indicated that the department might exceed the budgeted funds. He explained there were about $37,000 in bills paid from 2009 paid in 2010, which skewed the previous forecasts. He said if the current trends continue through 2010 then the Public Defender’s budget should be able to cover all necessary costs.

	Adjournment
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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