	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	April 7, 2010
	10:30 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. Troy called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Legislative Chairman/Acting County Administrator; Don Chambers, Highway Superintendent; Bob Buerkle, Deputy Highway Superintendent/Airport Manager; John Steger, Sandy Price, Legislator;  Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	not present
	Dave Fuller

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Briggs made a motion to accept the minutes of March 9, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Willcox.  Mr. Chambers and Mr. Buerkle asked that two clarifications be made. All members present voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved, pending corrections.
Mr. Willcox noted that the Minutes stated Ms. Briggs would acquire Cortland Repertory Theatre’s annual financial documents for the committee to review. Ms. Briggs said the county can’t force CRT to provide these, but that a verbal request has been made. She suggested Mr. Purser draft a letter requesting these documents.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1 – TABLED from March 9 – JM Murray Center Recycling Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy said there was nothing new to report regarding the Murray Center’s proposal, and that work needs to be done regarding the employees and the union. The resolution remained tabled. 

	RESOLUTION #2 – Amend Budget – Recognizing Federal and State Disaster Assistance Funding 

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said that the floods of August 2009 qualified the county for disaster funding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #3 – Award Material Bids – Highway Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. Ms. Arnold made a motion to amend the resolution, omitting the Guiderail Post Installation, and acting on that in a separate resolution. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor. Mr. Willcox noted that in 2009 there were about 5000 tires received during amnesty day, but there were no bids received for that service this year. Mr. Chambers said this costs the county about $10-15,000 per year, and asked the committee for permission to go back out to bid for the service. Ms. Arnold made a motion to allow the Highway Department to re-bid for Scrap Tire Removal. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Ms. Arnold asked about the possibility of chipping the tires to use at the landfill. Mr. Chambers said the volume is not enough to interest a chipping company, and his permit will not allow him to stockpile them to save a large enough volume. Mr. Willcox asked that the costs associated with these bids be presented to the committee. All members voting in favor of the amended resolution, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #4 – Award Bid – Guiderail Post Installation

	Discussion
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Chambers said the terms of the original agreement was that this contract could be extended, and both parties have agreed to do so. Mr. Willcox asked what is done with scrap guiderails. Mr. Buerkle said it is straightened and reused, and that this contract is only for the post installation. The rails themselves are installed by the county. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION # 5 – Amend 2010 Budget – Recognizing Payment for Road Damage/Clarks Corners Road

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said that due to a project by NYSEG, significant road damage has occurred, and NYSEG has agreed to pay the county for damages caused. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Ross. The motion was approved.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Little York Lake Dam
Mr. Chambers said the Little York Lake Dam construction project is behind schedule, because the Engineers are having trouble getting access to the dam site, due to the water. The Highway Department will assist by using concrete blocks to divert the water and allow temporary access. He said there will not be an increase in the budget for this work. 
Household Hazardous Waste Bids
Mr. Chambers said bids will be opened later in April, and a resolution to be presented in May.

Auction of Highway Equipment
Mr. Chambers said that his department goes out to bid annually for a variety of services. These bid specs will go out at the end of the month. 
Landfill Gas Collection
Mr. Chambers said there are new regulations for methane gas monitoring that came out within the last few weeks from the Federal Environmental Protection Agency. The newly required annual report is due March 2011, and that quarterly reports will be done, and the department will being working on a monitoring plan. Ms. Briggs asked Mr. Chambers to supply the committee with a copy of the new regulation. Mr. Chambers estimated that the monitoring will cost the county of about $5,200 the first  year, and less after that. 
Little York Clean Up Day
Mr. Chambers said the Little York Lake Association volunteers to clean up the park and lakeshore, and the county picks up the trash. Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve this. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. All members voting in favor; none opposed. In reference to the March meeting, the clerk shared that a Home Rule request to allow for multi-year agreements with CRT was passed by the legislature in 2008, but that it was denied by the state. He said he will provide a copy of this resolution to the committee. Ms. Briggs said there are grant opportunities available, but are difficult to get with a one-year lease. Ms. Briggs volunteered to speak with Senator Seward about the possibility of tying this again to allow for a long-term lease and theatrical certification. Ms. Briggs also discussed implementing a pass system to get into the park, and suggested the committee look into other revenue possibilities at the park. 

Telephone Road Bridge

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Buerkle discussed the need to go out to bid for bridge materials for a bridge on Telephone Road Extension in Cincinnatus. Mr. Willcox made a motion to have the Highway Department go out to bid. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

FAA Travel Request

Mr. Buerkle said that he would like to travel to an FAA meeting to discuss the capital improvement plan at the airport and the next phase of the obstruction mitigation project, which is actual removal of obstructions, as well as the potential resale of properties once the project is complete. He said he will drive a county car to Binghamton, then catch a ride with the county’s airport Engineer.   Mr. Willcox made a motion that he be authorized to go. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

Ms. Arnold asked if the county had a policy of notifying adjacent landowners when work will be done on county roads, as one of her constituents was unaware of a project, and access was cut to their property. Mr. Chambers said there is a policy, and if it was overlooked in one instance he will address that with the project foreman. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. The meeting was adjourned.
.
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