	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	april 8, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Sandy Price, John Steger, Ray Parker

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Syd McEvoy and Susan Prier, Cooperative Extension; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Chuck Kyle, Cato Analytics; MJ and Chuck Uttech; Cathy Feuerherm, Health Department; Mary Bielby; Bob and Chris Applegate; Dr. Stuart Gilliam; Judy Hope Klessig

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to adopt the minutes of March 11, 2010.  Mr. Fuller seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Resolution Supporting a Ban on Hydrofarcking, and Requesting the Governor to Pursue Further Independent Scientific Assessments to Determine the Risks Associated with Hydrofracking. 

	DISCUSSION
	This resolution was tabled from the March meeting. Ms. Price made a motion to take the resolution from the table. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Price then made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. The committee discussed local oversight of operations, potential economic impact of drilling, and disclosure of the chemicals used. Ms. Klessig provided a copy of an economic benefit study. The committee amended the resolution before approving it. All members voting in favor; except Mr. Fuller. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Award Bid/Authorize Agreement – Bus Shelters/Planning

	DISCUSSION 
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Fuller noted that the one local bid was $10,000 higher than other bidders. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Price and Mr. Hartnett. The motion was approved.

	RESOLUTION #3
	Authorize Memorandum of Understanding Clean Communities of Central New York – Planning Department

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Dineen said that several neighboring counties are part of this, and they can receive funding from the federal government to explore alternative fuels. This is only becoming a part of this group. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #4
	Amend 2010 Budget – Planning Department (5311 STOA)

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. R. Parker. Mr. Dineen said that these funds were unbudgeted, and are additional state operating assistance money. The figures are based on passengers and mileage. There has been a significant increase in riders due to the Cornell runs. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #5
	Resolution to Require Wind Developers to Sign, Implement, and Abide by the NYS Attorney General’s Code of Conduct for Wind Farm Development.

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Ms. Arnold said that all wind developers currently working in the state of New York have already signed this Code of Conduct, except TCI Renewables, who is working here in Cortland County. All members voting in favor

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cooperative Extension Overview

Mr. McEvoy spoke about the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. He said there have been 471 taxes filed by the VITA program, with 46 appointments made before April 15. The program has returned Earned Income tax credits of $175,765, about $52,000 in NYS taxes and more than $500,000 returned in Federal taxes. If the seniors of Cortland County had to pay for this service it would have cost them about $59,000.

Mr. McEvoy introduced Ms. Prier, who spoke about County Fitness and Nutrition Club, the Eat Smart New York Program, and other fitness and nutrition services Cornell Cooperative Extension offers.

Soil & Water Conservation District

Shawn Murphy from the Soil & Water Conservation District introduced himself and provided the committee with a report from SWCD.  
Greyhound Bus Stop
Ms. Price asked for an update regarding conditions at the Greyhound Bus Stop. There was a complaint about the buses being stopped on the wrong side of the street, stopping traffic and blocking parked cars. Mr. Dineen said that the county volunteered to allow Greyhound a temporary location when they moved from Grant Street. He said Greyhound has no interest in leaving this location, and if that is what the county wants he suggested giving Greyhound a specific amount of time to relocate. Ms. Price said she was only concerned about the safety of passengers and other drivers, not necessarily the relocation of the site. Mr. Fuller said that bus drivers will continue to stop in the street if there is no room on the “correct” side of the street, to ensure the safety of the passengers and the timeliness of the routes. Ms. Arnold made a motion that Mr. Dineen write a letter to Greyhound asking them to relocate and give 90 days to find a more appropriate location. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Steger said there is a new owner of the Riverside Plaza, who was interested in hosting Greyhound in the past. All members voting in favor, except for Mr. Ross. The motion was approved.
Hydrofracking Scoping Document

The EPA has asked for people to sign up as stakeholders as part of the EPA’s scoping document on hydrofracking. Ms. Arnold said she has signed up as an individual legislator, but asked if the county wanted to sign up as a stakeholder. The Committee agreed that Ms. Arnold should continue to serve as a stakeholder and can report  back to the committee. 

BioMass Production in Central New York

Mr. Chuck Kyle of Cato Analytics gave a presentation on the potential of growing BioMass crops in Central New York. The study was centered in Morrisville, NY and included property within 25 miles. The study revealed that there are about 300,000 acres of agricultural land in that area, and of that, landowners said they would consider  using about 120,000 acres for BioMass crops. The clerk will forward the presentation and information to the legislature.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	


Meeting Highlights:

· Mr. Dineen will send a letter to Greyhound Bus giving them 90 days to find another suitable location for their bus stop.
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