	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	March 9, 2010
	10:00 AM
	County Office Building     Room 304

	

	Meeting called
	Mr. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman; John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox 

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Legislative Chairman/Acting County Administrator; Don Chambers, Highway Superintendent; Bob Buerkle, Deputy Highway Superintendent/Airport Manager; John Steger, Tony Pace and Sandy Price, Legislators;  Ed Purser, County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; 

	not present
	Jennifer Gofkowski

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of February 9, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Willcox.  All members present voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1 – Award Inspection and Maintenance Contract (AWSO/Chase Field)

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Buerkle said the Federal Aviation Administration paid 95% of the cost of installation of this. The equipment was installed in 2005 and reports wind speed, temperature, dew point and other weather-related information. This provides for regular inspections and maintenance, and the funds are currently in the budget. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #2 – Authorize Agreement/NYS Cheningo Road Bridge

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Mr. Chambers said that 80% of this will be federally funded. The other 20% is a local share, but that typically the state will pay 15%. He can not guarantee this, as the state budget has not been approved. The overall cost of the project will be about $3milllion of which $2.4 million will be federal funds, but that this phase and this resolution is only for $65,000, which will cover scoping and design. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #3 – Resolution to Support Electronics Recycling and Extended  Producer Responsibility Legislation for Electronic Wastes and Urging Local Governments in Cortland County to do the Same

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said this costs the county between $800 and $1,000 per month. He said Onondaga County is also considering a similar resolution and the NYS DEC is in support of this. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	RESOLUTION #4 – Authorize Agreement Recycling/Highway – JM Murray Center-Recycling Management 7 Sorting Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Fuller said that he has a meeting set up March 11 with CSEA to discuss this. He requested a motion to table this resolution until after that meeting. Mr. Troy made a motion to table the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor. The resolution was tabled.

	RESOLUTION # 5 – Authorize Issuance of Theatrical Production and Custodial License – Cortland Repertory Theater

	Discussion
	Ms. Briggs made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Briggs said she has met with Mr. Thompson of CRT. She recommended approving this resolution, and also found a ballpark estimate of painting the pavilion for $40,000 which is about $30,000 less than previous costs. Mr. Chambers said due to the state procurement policy, this has to be done by sealed bids. The committee discussed operations at the pavilion. Ms. Briggs said she would work with CRT to provide revenues from rental fees at the pavilion. The committee also discussed the possibility of an annual license, rather than an annual renewal. Mr. Purser noted that the resolution states that CRT manages the pavilion, and he would like more information on this, including revenues. Mr. Fuller said there is a revenue line of $7,000 in the budget. Mr. Willcox asked for a breakdown of CRT’s financials. Ms. Briggs said she will be getting that. Mr. Chambers said the primary revenue source is the rental of the picnic pavilions. Ms. Price asked why control was handed over to CRT to manage the pavilion. Mr. Chambers said there was a fire issue when Cindy’s kitchen was operating catering for events. The kitchen was not up to code, and the county decided to no longer allow cooking there. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Ross. The motion was approved.


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Recycling Center Services
Mr. Willcox said he stopped by the recycling center and the employees were “hard-packing” good cardboard. Mr. Chambers said the labor expense in sorting the various grades of cardboard is more costly than the revenue received by baling the clean cardboard. 
Landfill Carbon Credits

Mr. Chambers introduced Kevin Voorhees and John Brusa of Barton & Loguidice, who gave a presentation about a gas collection system that could be implemented at the county landfill. The gas created there now is vented into the atmosphere. The collection system would allow the county to collect the gas, and burn it off. There would also be the possibility of selling the carbon credits to businesses interested in paying to reduce their carbon footprint. There are 27 municipal landfills in the state, and only three without a gas collection system. (Chenango, Allegheny, Cortland). The estimated cost for this is about $850,000 for the drilling, piping and engineering. Paid over 10 years, the cost would be about $105,000 which could be covered by the sale of the carbon credits, and even have a possibility of additional revenue. It would take about six weeks of engineering, and a four month construction. There will need to be a permit acquired from the DEC, which could take up to two months. Barton & Loguidice said that the Environmental Protection Agency is likely to mandate such a system very soon, and if that happens, then the county will no longer be able to sell the carbon credits, because it is not a voluntary program.
Another option for the gas collection would be to convert the gas and use or sell it as an energy source. This is currently done in Madison County. The first step in such a process is to get the collection system in place. The average lifespan of a gas well at a landfill is about 10 years. Ms. Price suggested a fieldtrip to Madison County to review their system.

Mr. Willcox asked if any counties have sold their landfills. Mr. Brusa said that nobody has sold it, but that four counties (Monroe, Chemung, Ontario and Clinton) have leased them. Three leases are held by Casella, the fourth by Waste Management.

Department Activity Report
Mr. Chambers provided a written report of departmental activities and briefly discussed it.

Material Services Bid
Mr. Chambers said that his department goes out to bid annually for a variety of services. This bid specs will go out at the end of the month. 
Amnesty Week 
Mr. Chambers said Amnesty Week is usually scheduled in May. The committee agreed the first week of May would be the best. Ms. Arnold made a motion to have a resolution prepared for session, authorizing Amnesty Week the first week of May. Seconded by Ms. Briggs. All members voting in favor; except Mr. Ross. The motion was approved.
Meetings Changed

Mr. Fuller said due to scheduling conflicts, the Highway Committee will now meet at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Ross made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. The meeting was adjourned at 11:37a.m.
.
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