	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	March 11, 2010
	10:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at @ 10:05 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller, Don Spaulding, John Troy

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau; Kathie Arnold, Ray Parker, Tony Pace, legislators; Carol Deloff, Area Agency on Aging; Kristin Monroe, DSS; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Tim Perfetti; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Robert Henry

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to adopt the minutes of Feb. 11, 2010.  Mr. Cornell seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed. 
Mr. Robert Henry was granted Privilege of the Floor. He stated that the church in Truxton has forgone the rent, and forgone an assistant, in the hopes of keeping a fourth day at the Sr. Center. He feels Truxton was singled out as other centers did not give up anything, yet retained all four days. He said perhaps the town of Truxton could have assisted in funding, but did not have the opportunity to do so because the county budget was so late in being adopted. He further requested the fourth day at the Truxton Sr. Center be reinstated. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Misc. Groceries & Frozen Foods

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	Resolution #2
	Amend Budget/Increase Truxton Sr. Center to Four Days Per Week – Area Agency on Aging

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Arnold said she has amended the resolution further from last month, reducing not only the health insurance, but also the vision and dental. Ms. Price noted that the funds were coming from the County Auditor’s personal services line. Ms. Arnold said there is about $16,000 left in that line. The committee discussed the number of meals served, compared to un-duplicated people served. Ms. Deloff added that a Sr. Center location, or an employee, should not be penalized because that employee chooses to take advantage of the Health Insurance coverage. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Ms. Monroe said that the HEAP season ends in May. She said she the number of applications was about the same as 2009, and there were fewer emergency situations this year.
· Ms. Monroe said she is working to implement a new initiative to remedy the high foster care cases. In addition to working with the family courts, two DSS workers will now be part of a Coordinated Children’s Services Initiative, made up of various community agencies. 

· Ms. Deloff said the Area Agency on Aging has conducted an outreach program in the Truxton area in an attempt to increase the numbers at the Senior Center. A similar program will soon be implemented in Harford. 

· Upcoming AAA events include the Bowl-A-Thon March 20, the Mayors for Meals program, and a dinner dance May 20.

· Mr. Lann introduced Josh Preston, an Americorps worker assigned to the Youth Bureau. Mr. Lann added that SUNY Cortland is looking to transfer the lead agency status of the Americorps program. He said he would be interested in taking this over. He will provide the committee on the potential impact of providing such a service. 

·  Mr. Bullock gave an overview of the Veteran’s Affairs Office. He discussed his 2010 budget and potential implications due to cuts from 2009, including postage and telephone costs. There are about 4,000 veterans in Cortland County, and many more families of deceased veterans that are also eligible for services. He discussed various programs, including pension, healthcare, educations, and more. One program is a bronze marker program that all veterans are eligible for, but has costs associated with. In previous years there was $500 to assist families who could not afford to participate, but that was cut from the 2010 budget. Mr. Troy made a motion to approve a budget modification to reinstate those funds in the 2010 budget. Seconded by Ms. Price. After additional discussion, Mr. Troy withdrew his motion. The committee asked Mr. Bullock to bring any requests for assistance for this program before them, and suggested the funds be budgeted again in 2011. Mr. Williams also discussed the possibility of having the program underwritten by a local business. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Troy.  The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights
· Mr. Lann will provide a department overview of the Youth Bureau at the April meeting. Aging will do a report in May, and DSS in June.
· Mr. Lann will provide the potential impact  of taking over lead agency status on the Americorps program.
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