	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	March 11, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Sandy Price, John Steger, Ray Parker

	attendees
	Larry Cornell, Jack Williams, Susan Briggs, legislators; Syd McEvoy and Heather Birdsall, Cooperative Extension; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Lee Price, Sheriff’s Dept; Maureen Knapp, NYALT; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, IT; Kevin Whitney, Fire & Emergency Management; Bob Augerstern, Southern Tier East.

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to adopt the minutes of February 11, 2010.  Mr. Hartnett seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Agreement – Federation of Sportsmen

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Ms. Price noted that the Federation provides a variety of services and programs, including the Pheasant Release Program, Hunter Safety Courses and Archery. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	
	

	RESOLUTION #2
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County SPCA

	DISCUSSION 
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Ms. Briggs said the previous resolution, pulled at the last legislative session, which authorized a monthly contract, did not work for the SPCA because of the potential of large cases, which would dramatically increase costs. Ms. Price said she has spoken with Paul Burhans at County Acres and there may be other possibilities, such as deputizing Country Acres employees. Sheriff Price said he would not deputize citizens, and said the Sheriff’s Department has spent about 60 hours so far this year on animal cruelty investigations. The committee amended the resolution to require quarterly reports be provided to the county and the committee. The Clerk advised that this is currently done with most agencies, and that the SPCA has provided these in the past  in order to get payment. Ms. Price asked where the funds were coming from for this contract. Mr. Ross said he does not know that yet, but wanted to approve the resolution so that it can move forward to Budget & Finance and ultimately the Legislature. He said he will work to find funding sources for this in the budget. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Price and Mr. Hartnett. The motion was approved.

	RESOLUTION #3
	Memorializing the Governor and the Legislature to Ban Hydrofracking, and Requesting the Governor to Pursue Further Independent Scientific Assessments to Determine the Risks Associated With Hydrofracking

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Arnold said that Onondaga County has already approved this resolution. The committee agreed to review the resolution and look at it next month. Ms. Arnold made a motion to table the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was tabled. 

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	New York Agricultural Land Trust
The committee explained that the County currently holds three easements for Agricultural Land Trusts. The committee would be interested in transferring the easements, as well as the stewardship and management of the properties to NYALT. NYALT Ms. Knapp said she will discuss this with the NYALT Board and report back to the committee. 
Mr. Fuller expressed a concern that the towns the farms are in are not involved in the application process, unless it is the town itself filing the application on behalf of the farm. 

Cooperative Extension Overview

Mr. McEvoy introduced Ms. Birdsall, who gave an overview of the South Central New York Agriculture Program, and her role as the Non-Dairy Livestock Specialist. She also discussed the Certified Carcass Ultrasound Technician services she can provide local farms.

Broadband Initiative

Mr. Dineen introduced Mr. Augerstern, who spoke about a $49 million proposal to bring broadband throughout Central New York. The project will include about $39 million in federal funds, as well as about $10 million from a company called ION, and local funds. Mr. Augerstern said ION is looking a local commitment from counties to make a contribution to the project. Right now he is looking for a letter of commitment by next week, which is not binding, but expressing an intent to participate. The estimated local share for Cortland County would be about $235,463. Mr. Augerstern said this cost could be paid over a period of three years and can include in-kind services. The committee expressed concerns about the monetary figures presented, bonding for the project, and the short amount of time for them to review and approve such a proposal. Mr. R. Parker also questioned the proposed operating and maintenance costs. In relation to the upcoming Interoperable Communications System, Mr. Corpora said that microwave is the best and most efficient way of connecting tower sites together. The fiber being proposed here could be used as a back up, but would not necessarily save the county any money. No further action was taken.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Price.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	


Meeting Highlights:

· The committee tabled a resolution to the April Meeting “Memorializing the Governor and the Legislature to Ban Hydrofracking, and Requesting the Governor to Pursue Further Independent Scientific Assessments to Determine the Risks Associated With Hydrofracking”
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