	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	February 9, 2010
	10:00 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:01a.m.


	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Dave Fuller, Chairman; John Troy, Vice Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Susan Briggs, Jennifer Gofkowski, Danny Ross, Newell Willcox 

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Legislative Chairman/Acting County Administrator; Angie Wyatt, Executive Secretary; Don Chambers, Highway Superintendent; Bob Buerkle, Deputy Highway Superintendent/Airport Manager; John Steger, Legislator;  Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of January 19, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Willcox.  All members present voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

Mr. Willcox indicated that he would like to see the County come up with a solution(s) in regards to Landfill delinquent accounts that were referred to under discussion in the minutes (See Discussion Items For Further Comments).  No changes and/or corrections to the minutes were requested.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1 – Resolution to Approve Project, Authorize Acceptance of Grants from Federal Aviation Administration and NYS Department of Transportation, Authorize Acquisition of Land Rights (Cortland County Airport/Highway Department)

	Discussion
	Motion to approve the resolution made by Mr. Troy – 2nd by Mr. Willcox
Mr. Buerkle explained that the grant funding has already been approved.  This is an extension of the same project.  The local share is in the budget.  This resolution is to also accept the federal and state funds.  Mr. Buerkle further stated the there are properties that will be an outright purchase of the properties.
Ms. Briggs asked that the Committee go into executive session to discuss property acquisition….Motion by Ms. Briggs – 2nd by Ms. Gofkowski – The Committee went into executive session at 10:10a.m. – Out of executive session at 10:16a.m.

Voting in favor to approve the resolution:  Mr. Fuller; Mr. Troy; Ms. Gofkowski; Ms. Arnold; Mr. Ross; and Mr. Willcox – None opposed -  Abstained:  Ms. Briggs – Motion Passes

	RESOLUTION #2 – Authorize Agreement-J.M. Murray Center Recycling Management and Sorting Services (Cortland County Recycling)

	Discussion
	Motion to table the resolution made by Mr. Troy – 2nd by Ms. Briggs
Mr. Williams advised the Committee that if an issue affects the union, the county is required to notify them in writing.  Ms. Briggs said that if the union was not notified, this should have been corrected and that we are doing the right thing.  Mr. Williams indicated that the union has been notified and no response has been received yet.  Ms. Barber did not put a time limit for the response.

Voting in favor to table the resolution:  Mr. Fuller; Mr. Troy; Ms. Gofkowski; Ms. Arnold; Ms. Briggs; and Mr. Ross – Opposed:  Mr. Willcox – Motion Passes

	RESOLUTION #3 – Award 10 Gauge Baling Wire (Highway Department/Recycling)

	Discussion
	Motion to approve the resolution made by Mr. Troy – 2nd by Ms. Briggs
Accent Wire of Texas was the lowest bidder.  Mr. Chamber explained that of the three bids, they have used Baling Technologies and Recycling Equipment but have never done business with Accent Wire.  He contacted other counties to get references for Accent Wire and received very positive reports.  He added that Accent Wire includes delivery.
All members present voting in favor – None opposed – Motion Passes

	RESOLUTION #4 – Assign Metal Object Removal Contract (Highway Department/Recycling)

	Discussion
	Motion to approve the resolution made by Mr. Ross – 2nd by Mr. Troy
Mr. Chambers explained that this resolution is mainly for the sake of changing the name of the company.  The Matlow Company, Inc. was acquired by Ben Weitsman & Son, Inc.  The metal object removal contract was originally awarded to the Matlow Company, Inc. by Resolution # 181-09.  The contract ends on July 31, 2010
All members present voting in favor – None opposed – Motion Passes

	RESOLUTION # 5 – Award Highway-Park Mower (Highway Department)

	Discussion
	Motion to approve the resolution made by Mr. Troy – 2nd by Mr. Ross
This resolution was previously pulled.  Mr. Chambers told the Committee that this mover is used at Dwyer Park and will be replacing a 1996 mower.  Dwyer Park has 40 acres of land that is mowed. The 1996 mower will be going to auction this summer.  Mr. Chambers commented that some advantages to the Ferris mower is that it has a quicker mower time, they have parts in stock and that it has roll over protection for employees.  Ms. Briggs asked how many hours the mowers have on them.  Mr. Chambers will research the amount of hours.  Ms. Gofkowski told the Committee that there is a business that sells to non-profits and we could get two mowers for the price we would be paying for the Ferris mower.  Mr. Fuller commented that we are not a non-profit, we a governmental entity.
Voting in favor to approve the resolution:  Mr. Fuller; Mr. Troy; Ms. Briggs; Ms. Arnold;  Mr. Ross; Mr. Willcox – Opposed:  Ms. Gofkowski – Motion Passes

	(ADDED-NOT ON AGENDA) RESOLUTION # 6 – Award Highway Equipment-Pickup Trucks (Highway Department) 

	
	Motion to approve the resolution made by Mr. Troy – 2nd by Mr. Willcox
Mr. Chambers contacted the dealer and they are able to sell two 2010 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 extended cab 4X2 pickups at the 2009 prices if purchased now.  Mr. Chambers indicated that these vehicles are part of the equipment replacement plan that was distributed in January.  He further stated that they are placing 1996 & 1997 vehicles.  These vehicles will go to Meals on Wheels then to the Landfill and finally to auction.

All Committee members voting in favor of approving the resolution – None opposed – Motion Passes


	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Sale of Landfill Carbon Credits:

Mr. Fuller told the Committee jokingly that when he wondered why anyone would want to pay to burn something.  He found out that companies can be penalized by the government if they cannot demonstrate a reduction of power or that their company is going “green”.  Companies such as Google pay for carbon credits so that they can reduce the carbon footprint to make their company green.  They do this because they cannot actually reduce their use of power.    At some point it will be mandatory to destroy gas and then the county won’t be able to see carbon credit.  Mr. Chambers said that the amount of garbage determines the laws.  The larger the landfill the stricter the laws.  Mr. Chambers indicated that it would cost $850,000 to be able to collect the gases or a private company could come in and collect.  Ms. Gofkowski asked if there are any grants available.  Mr. Chambers said no.  Ms. Briggs commented that we are in no position to bond for anything.  Mr. Williams advised that if we are going to invest we need to know at what rate of return.  Ms. Gofkowski commented that she will not support bonding.  Mr. Chambers said that the state is changing Parts 360 regulating solid waste works.  If we are required to do it, our carbon credits will go away.  Members of the Committee would like more information.  Mr. Chambers would like to have a Consultant come in to explain it.  The Consultant would not cost the County any additional money.  Ms. Arnold suggested that we get a college student to do a study.  Mr. Fuller commented that a lot of people would like to see that the gas is being corralled.  Mr. Chambers said that we can’t get a guarantee on any commodity prices.
Department Activity Report
Mr. Chambers provided a written report of departmental activities and briefly discussed it.

Airport Profit & Loss Report
A written Profit & Loss Report for 2009 was also provided.  The report showed a $25,594.53 profit.  Mr. Buerkle further discussed the report briefly.  Mr. Troy commented that he is quite pleased with the report.  Ms. Briggs asked if there are any expenses to the airport that are not included on this report.   Mr. Buerkle indicated that all expenses for the airport are incorporated in this report.  Salary and fringe is initially charged to highway but then the airport pays the highway.
Landfill

Ms. Arnold commented that she would rather open our landfill to other companies than to initiate flow control.  Mr. Chambers believes that a Local Law would be required to do this.  Only prices for the landfill can be established by resolution.  Ms. Arnold asked if Ms. Burns could research the law that would enable us to open the use of the landfill to other companies.
From Minutes – First Page
→    Mr. Willcox feels that the solution to collecting delinquent accounts such as the one referred to in last month’s minutes is to have two signatures.  Mr. Chambers said that the company walked out on the Village of Homer two years ago. Mr. Chambers and Mr. Buerkle feel that the municipalities should pay the county directly and then the municipality can collect from the company.  Mr. Chambers briefly explained how Onondaga County does it.

	Meeting Adjourned
	The meeting was adjourned at 11:37a.m.
.
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