	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	February 11, 2010
	10:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at @ 10:04 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller, John Troy

	attendees
	Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau; Kathie Arnold, Ray Parker, Tony Pace, Jennifer Gofkowski, legislators; Carol Deloff, Area Agency on Aging; Kristin Monroe, DSS; Judy Davison, Robin Sandwick, E&T; Annette Barber, Personnel; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Tim Perfetti

	ABSENT
	Don Spaulding – Excused

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Troy made a motion to adopt the minutes of January 20, 2010.  Mr. Fuller seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Amend Budget – Area Agency on Aging (Health Insurance Information, Counseling and Assistance Program

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Deloff said that there are additional funds available ($5,570). This resolution only allocates $800 to the program. The remainder will go back into the county budget to reduce county costs in the program. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	Resolution #2
	Amend Budget/Increase Truxton Sr. Center to Four Days Per Week – Area Agency on Aging

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ms. Deloff said the expenses for this resolution are being taken from the retirement line, and she has reservations about that. Ms. Arnold said that the retirement lines were over-funded in her department, which is why this was done this way. However, since then, other discrepancies have appeared, so she is requesting all departments to review the retirement line, as well as other portions of their budgets to ensure it is accurate. Ms. Deloff and Mr. Lann noted that in the budget instructions they were told to use 15% of salary for the retirement line. This was supposed to later be changed to 12%, and it appears in some cases that was not done. Mr. Williams said numbers from all departments will be evaluated and compiled. Ms. Arnold said the aid at Truxton was cut, and the church will no longer charge rent, which were savings to the previous year. She added that the $15,000 figure in Health Insurance was transferred from Ms. Arnold’s health insurance, which she has dropped, and moved to the Area Agency on Aging. Ms. Deloff said that legislators can opt in or opt out during the year. Ms. Arnold said there are seven legislators taking insurance right now, and there are adequate funds there to cover the estimated costs. Ms. Barber said she is nervous about moving these funds, and that it has never been done before. The clerk said that departments should verify the budget figures in MUNIS, rather than the printed version of the budget. Mr. Cornell asked if the county was still operating on an austerity budget. Mr. Williams said the austerity budget has not been lifted. Ms. Deloff said that she is expecting a cut in the SNAP program that helps fund her department. Ms. Arnold said the Truxton church is hosting, and the seniors are providing a meal on Mondays to cover the lost day, which no other centers have been asked to do. Mr. Fuller said the reason Truxton was cut was because of participation level. Ms. Deloff said the county has begun tracking unduplicated meals. Mr. Troy made a motion to table the resolution for a month and revisit when the budget figures are evaluated. Mr. Cornell seconded the motion. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Ms. Deloff and Ms. Arnold will provide the committee with additional information for next month’s meeting.
Later in the meeting Mr. Troy made a motion to take the resolution from the table and approve it. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Price said that if necessary information is not provided prior to legislative session, the resolution will be pulled from the agenda. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. Ms. Price noted that it is contingent upon receiving additional information. 

	Resolution #3
	Resource Allocation Plan – NYS Office of Children and Family Services – Youth Bureau

	discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell.  Mr. Lann said this is an annual allocation, but noted that it was a 12.5% cut from 2009. It was cut by 10% the previous year, and 6% the year before that. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	
	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Ms. Davison distributed a report on the Federal Workforce Investment Act. She and Ms. Sandwick reviewed the report and gave an overview of the two departments: Employment and Grant Administration, and Employment & Training at the One-Stop Center.
· Mr. Bullock gave an update on federal and state programs that are impacting local veterans, including President Obama’s proposed budget, which increases $460 million for Veteran’s Benefits, which would hire about 2,000 new claims processors. Ms. Price asked Mr. Bullock to prepare a department overview for next month’s meeting.
· Mr. Lann said an after-school program is being started in five different schools, starting March 1, one day per week, targeting obesity and nutrition. 
· Ms. Monroe said that caseloads across the board are on the rise from 2009, including food stamps, Medicaid, temporary assistance, child support, child protective services, and foster care, which is up 35%. She distributed and reviewed information on Medicaid costs in New York State.
· Ms. Price discussed the ProAct Prescription Drug Program, and stated that county residents have saved $47,572.35 since the program was implemented. Vision, Lasik and hearing will are now also included in the program. She noted that it was a one-year contract and it may need to be reviewed again soon.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Troy.  The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights
Mr. Bullock will provide a department overview of the Veteran’s Office at the March Meeting.
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