	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	February 11, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; David Fuller, Sandy Price, John Steger, Ray Parker

	attendees
	Larry Cornell, Susan Briggs, Jack Williams, Jennifer Gofkowski, legislators; Syd McEvoy, Cooperative Extension; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Mark Helms, Lee Price, Sheriff’s Dept; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Bill Carr and Donna Davies, SPCA; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard.

	ABSENT
	Tom Hartnett - excused

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to adopt the minutes of February 11, 2010.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; Ms. Arnold abstained, stating she was not at the meeting. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Discussion

	
	ARRA Grant for Purchase of Buses

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen said two buses have been ordered for routes to Cornell. He said he has received a letter from a concerned citizen regarding the condition of the current bus. The buses are being paid for through federal stimulus funds. Mr. Dineen said the current bus has temperature control problems. Two buses will allow for an additional Cornell run, two in the morning and two in the afternoon. The current bus, once replaced, will go back to First Transit. The two new buses will belong to the county. 
Mr. Dineen said that there is about $25,000 set aside for the purchase of three or four bus shelters. He said there are three locations already established: two at JM Murray Center Locations (Route 13 and Route 281) and one in McGraw. Other possible locations for a fourth shelter is Cincinnatus, Cortland High School and the new DMV building. The County Buildings & Grounds department will install the shelters, which will be covered by the grant.

	
	SPCA – Animal Neglect Contract

	discussion
	Ms. Briggs introduced Donna Davie and Bill Carr from the Cortland County SPCA. Ms. Davie distributed two different proposals that the SPCA would be willing to offer the county. (A one-year and a two-year contract) The annual contract with the county is not for dog control, but rather for all species of animals. She said the SPCA has a mission of helping animals, which is why they have provided these services to the county at a deficit for the last 10 years. She said the 2009 contract put the SPCA at an estimated $16,000 deficit. The Committee discussed the operations at the SPCA and the services provided to other county municipalities. Ms. Briggs said that animal cruelty investigation is an un-funded state mandate. Ms. Arnold asked about penalties assessed when criminal charges are involved. Mr. Carr said that typical prosecution is probation, restitution or taking the animal from the offender. He said that they are looking into the possibility of levying fines, which could be a revenue source. 
Mr. Helms said the Sheriff’s Department has had about 23 calls and spent about 63 hours working on animal cruelty cases this year. He said he feels the Sheriff’s Department is very capable of handling this work, but that the SPCA is better equipped to do so. 

	
	Cornell Cooperative Extension – Syd McEvoy

	discussion
	· Mr. McEvoy said the Ag-Economic Development summit is being planned and all legislators are invited. 

· The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program is up and running. There are 10 people doing taxes.  There have been 109 tax returns done already, and they are booked solid through April 15. He expects they will do between 600 and 700 returns this year. 

	
	Soil & Water Conservation District – Amanda Barber

	discussion
	· Ms. Barber said SWCD is working with the city on the berm project in the Water Works, and nothing negative was found in the Phase I archeological survey.
· SWCD is working with the town of Cortlandville on water testing at the new Wal-Mart site. 

· A recent stream bank stabilization project was recently completed in Willet using a more “natural” water diversion technique that SWCD is hoping to do more of in the future. 

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	·  Mr. Steger said that more that more than 13,000 responses have been received by the state regarding the SDGEIS on gas drilling. 
· Ms. Arnold said the mayor of DISH, Texas will be at the Broome County Library soon to discuss the impact of gas drilling  in that area. She is planning on attending.

· Mr. Williams said he has met with TCI Renewables regarding the windmill project in Cortland County. He has asked that a presentation and status update be given to the full legislature. Mr. Williams said that he, Mr. Ross and Mr. Dineen will review the presentation prior to sharing it with the full legislature. Mr. Ross said he would like the towns invited to that meeting as well. 
· Ms. Price said there may be additional options for animal cruelty investigations that she would like to consider. The committee agreed that Ms. Price and Ms. Briggs continue to work to find the best answer to that problem. 

· Mr. Dineen said there is a vacancy on the Southern Tier East Regional Planning & Development Board and asked for any volunteers from the committee. Ms. Price and Mr. Parker said they would consider it.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Parker.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
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