	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	December 9, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Heather Birdsall, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Jack Williams, Chairman; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Larry Cornell, legislator

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 2010 meeting. Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Support Regional Transportation Study 

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Dineen said this study will evaluate the transportation services in Cortland, Tompkins and Tioga counties and evaluate any potential service improvements. This could also include expanding services to Broome, Cayuga and Onondaga counties. The grant is for $250,000 with a20% local match. Half of the local share will come from the state DOT, another $10,000 from Cornell, an additional $15,000 from various agencies, which leave about $1,000 coming from Cortland County. This money will come from funds raised by the auction of busses, which has about $3,900 in the account and must be used for transportation services. All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Soil & Water Conservation District

Amanda Barber said that SWCD has submitted four proposals for 12 farms in the county. These grants will total more than $800,000. 
Mr. Ross asked that a member of the Susquehanna River Basin Commission come to the January meeting and give a presentation.

Dog Licensing
Mr. Murphy explained that NYS no longer wants to be involved in dog licensing. Previously the state would receive a portion of the funds from dog licensing, which was allocated to animal shelters or spay/neuter clinics. The state has said that counties can now administer the funds that were previously going to the state. If the counties do not take over the program and funds, the money goes back to the state’s general fund. Mr. Murphy has met with the SPCA and the County Clerk to see what kind of program could be implemented here, and how that money, (about $5,000) would be dispersed. The legislature will have to approve the policy and program. Town clerks would remain collecting fees, but a percentage would go to the county, rather than the state. Mr. Fuller said that now towns would also have to purchase dog tags and may have other, additional costs. 
Rifle Hunting

Mr. Fuller said in 2010 the county requested NYS allow rifle hunting in Cortland County. The legislation has not moved forward and he asked that a resolution be presented at the January meeting to request this again. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Ms. Birdsall spoke about the master gardener’s program. The master gardeners will be working to take over the maintenance of the county’s flowerbeds. 
Mr. Hartnett asked about local produce being offered to local businesses. Ms. Arnold said that the Leadership Cortland group is organizing a Meet Your Farmer expo to help facilitate this. She encouraged people to attend the next Local Agriculture Promotion committee meeting Jan. 6. 

Conservation Easement Monitoring
Mr. Dineen distributed the annual Conservation Easement Site-Monitoring Inspection Forms for the Chace Farm, the Henderson Farm and Intervale Farm. He said there are no changes from last year’s reports, except the Sears Farm was sold to John and Laura Currie. Ms. Price asked about the status of transferring the easements to NYALT. Ms. Barber said the state offers a stewardship fee for new projects, but it is not enough money. NYALT would need approximately $7,500 to cover there costs of administering these easements. 
Task Force
Mr. Ross said that he hopes the task force will have its first meeting in January. He is still looking for names to serve on the task force, and said fellow legislators have not submitted very many names. The committee further discussed the make up and responsibilities of the committee, and if legislators who have gas leases could or should serve on this committee, or vote on any resolutions that relate to gas drilling.  

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.


Cortland County Ag/ Planning & Environment Committee Meeting Minutes                                     
December 2010

Submitted by Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature


