	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	November 4, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Vice Chair; Dave Fuller,  John Steger, Sandy Price, Ray Parker, Tom Hartnett

	attendees
	Syd McEvoy and Faye Benson, Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Dan Dineen, Planning; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Jack Williams, Chairman; Martin Murphy, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Larry Cornell, legislator

	ABSENT
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes of October 14, 2010.  Ms. Arnold seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed. Minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION # 1
	Authorize Chairman to Sign Agreement – CNY Regional Planning and Development Board 

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen said this board is focused on economic development. They have secured grants and other funds for the Finger Lakes East Business Park. They have also done a lot of work on stormwater management and alternative energy. The committee asked that a friendly amendment be made to this and the next resolution to state “subject to the approval of the 2011 budget.” All members voting in favor. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #2
	Authorize Agreement – Southern Tier East Regional Planning & Development Board 

	DISCUSSION 
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. Mr. Dineen said that as a member county agencies are eligible for ARC funding. The CNY Area Health Education Center received a grant of $65,000 grant this year. In 2009 about $150,000 was secured for the Southern Tier East Business Park. Other agencies to receive funds include BOCES and the JM Murray Center. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	RESOLUTION #3
	Authorize Agreement – James W. Sewall Company 

	DISCUSSION
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Parker. This company hosts the county GIS website, which requires advanced software and technology. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Discussion Items

	Discussion
	Cooperative Extension 

Mr. McEvoy introduced Faye Benson, who is party of the CCE Dairy Team. Mr. said he has worked with CCE for about seven years. He works doing traditional crop insurance with farmers. He said there is a new insurance that farmers can obtain to help lessen the risk of the industry due to the volatility of milk prices. He helps with marketing and other aspects for dairy farms. 
Mr. McEvoy distributed information on the 4-H Holiday workshops, Cortland’s Agriculture Agencies Vendor Fair, the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program and the Energy Savings programs being held this winter.

Soil & Water Conservation District

Amanda Barber said that SWCD has submitted applications for the next round of the agricultural non-point source abatement grants. 
SWCD is working to review and possibly amend the Little York Lake Flood Plain map. 
There will be at least one water quality monitoring device for the Susquehanna River Basin Commission to test the headwaters of the basin. A representative from SRBC will be invited to a future meeting. 

Mr. Hartnett said he has been contacted by constituents about cleaning out creek beds. Ms. Barber said the important thing is do not disturb the banks or bed. If they have questions they can contact SWCD.

Dog Licensing
Mr. Murphy explained that NYS no longer wants to be involved in dog licensing. Previously the state would receive a portion of the funds from dog licensing, which was allocated to animal shelters or spay/neuter clinics. The state has said that counties can now administer the funds that were previously going to the state. If the counties do not take over the program and funds, the money goes back to the state’s general fund. Mr. Murphy has met with the SPCA and the County Clerk to see what kind of program could be implemented here, and how that money, (about $5,000) would be dispersed. The legislature will have to approve the policy and program. Town clerks would remain collecting fees, but a percentage would go to the county, rather than the state. Mr. Fuller said that now towns would also have to purchase dog tags and may have other, additional costs. 
Natural Gas Task Force

Mr. Ross said he has only had two people contact him, and Ms. Arnold has provided two names for consideration. He said he has created a steering committee to select who will sit on the Natural Gas Task Force. The goals of the task force will be to education and promote economic development, focus on roads and infrastructure, housing , health and public safety issues regarding natural gas and drilling.  Ms. Price made a motion that the committee endorses the creation of a steering committee to create a Natural Gas Task Force. Seconded by Mr. Parker. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motionw as approved. 
First Transit 

Mr. Fuller asked if First Transit has a plan for assisting or activating in an emergency situation, like a drilling-related disaster evacuation. Mr. Dineen said he was not aware of an action plan, but the Hazard Mitigation Plan that has been created by the FEMO office may address this. 
Planning Department

Mr. Dineen said he has looked into potential funding sources for the restoration of the courthouse steps. He said there are funds available through the Office of Parks and Historic Preservation, but the funds have been raided by the state so applications are being severely scrutinized. The grant cycle is that grants are announced in the summer and awarded in December so the county has missed the most recent round. Also, steps are considered a municipal responsibility, so such a project would not qualify. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.
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