	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	November 2, 2010
	8:30 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Mike Park, Chairman; Jennifer Gofkowski, Vice Char; Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller

	attendees
	Lee Price and Budd Rigg, Sheriff’s Department; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; John Steger, legislators; Bob Duell, and Brenda DeRusso, Fire & Emergency Management; Carl Moses, Weights & Measures; Lisa Cutia, Probation.

	Not present
	 

	Minutes Approval

Mr. Fuller made a motion to accept the minutes of October 12, 2010. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	consent agenda
	1. Amend Budget/Sheriff’s Department/Jail – Overtime
2. Amend Budget/Sheriff’s Department/Jail – Part-time Pay
3. Amend Budget/Sheriff’s Department/Jail – Medical Services
4. Amend Budget/Sheriff’s Department/Jail – Support Services

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve Agenda Items 1-4 as a consent agenda. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Sheriff Price explained the budget amendments, saying that they are all being made within his budget. He said the jail population has forced the majority of these transfers because of medical expenses, trips to the hospital which has increased overtime. A high number of inmates also increases part-time pay and housing out of inmates to other facilities. He said that this was a concern when the 2010 budget was passed, and he advised the legislature of the potential for shortfalls then, and he has the same concerns about the 2011 budget. He added that these many of these are unavoidable costs due to the health of the inmates when they arrive at the jail. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The consent agenda was approved.

	resolution #5
	Award Purchase of 2010 Honda MUV700 EFI Big Red

	discussion
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. This purchase is being made with money from a Homeland Security Grant. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	resolution #6
	Amend Budget – Fire & Emergency Mgmt. (Radio Maint.)

	discussion
	Mr. Park pulled this resolution and asked that Mr. Duell work with the County Administrator to find funds within his budget, rather than from the Contingency fund.

	Discussion Items

	Probation
Ms. Cutia said the department is working hard to keep up, as there have been two retirements, and may be two more soon. The department is also working to comply with the newly enacted Leandra’s Law. She said the conditions the state is putting on funds meant to help implement this law are very restrictive and are not covering all the work that needs to be done. 
Public Defender’s Office
Mr. Dayton said that his department has used up 87% of the funds for cases that have been assigned out, but it is only 83% of the way through the year. Mr. Williams said they are on target to spend about $504,000, but only $485,000 is budgeted, and there is often a rush of vouchers and billing at the end of the year. He thinks any shortfall of funds may be able to be transferred from the personal services line due to a vacant position. 
Weights & Measures

Mr. Moses said he is concerned about his proposed 2011 budget. As it is proposed he will not be able to afford security seals which the county is running out of. The order is placed every 10 to 15 years.

The committee discussed the fact that many firewood providers are not giving customers receipts or charging and/or reporting sales tax, which is required. If a firewood customer would like Mr. Moses to review a purchase he needs to be on-site when the wood is delivered. 

Fire & Emergency Management

Mr. Duell said the Communications Advisory Board is meeting with Motorola and Federal Engineering to review the proposal and will have an update for the legislature in December. 

Ms. DeRusso said she is continuing to submit paperwork regarding the recent flooding event. The state is still $11 million short of the threshold for federal funds. The flood caused about $500,000 in damage, with about $150,000 a cost to the county. The state has not yet declared the flood a disaster, so even state funds are not likely to be allocated at this point. 

	Adjournment
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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