	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	january 21, 2010
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; David Fuller, Tom Hartnett, Sandy Price, John Steger, Ray Parker

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Sid McEvoy, Cooperative Extension; Jack Williams, Chairman of the Legislature; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	Kathie Arnold

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Fuller made a motion to adopt the minutes of December 3, 2009.  Ms. Price seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Application/Accept Funds – Broadband Initiative

	Discussion
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Dineen said several years ago the Southern Tier East Regional Planning &  Development Board prepared a telecommunications plan for the eight-county region. It showed deficiencies in the fiber backbone in most of the counties. This resolution will authorize the application and accept the funds to go to this project. Mr. Ross said maps of the proposed backbone throughout the region can be provided. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	Resolution #2
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County/Cornell Cooperative Extension

	discussion
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. McEvoy thanked the legislature for their support, and said that these funds represent a 10% cut to their budget, which means they lost 1.3 full time employees. However, there have also been two AmeriCorps workers and several SUNY Cortland interns that will assist in operations of the office, including the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. He announced that the Agricultural Summit is scheduled for Feb. 26 at the Ramada Inn, and there are typically 150 to 200 people that attend. Ms. Price noted that Ag-Luncheon is scheduled for April 6th and she will keep the committee updated on this. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	Resolution #3
	Authorize Payment – Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District

	discussion
	Ms. Price made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Steger said that the budget for SWCD was also cut in 2010. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	
	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Ms. Price asked about the status of any new bus shelters in the County. Mr. Dineen said the county will have to go out to bid for the shelters because there are no open NYS bids, and the planning department is in the process of preparing bid specs. There is about $25,000, which will provide four or five shelters.

· Ms. Price asked about the status of a sub-committee on flooding that was formerly chaired by Carol Tytler. Mr. Dineen said he would like to continue that committee, and asked for volunteers to serve and/or chair the committee. Ms. Price said she would be willing to serve on the sub-committee. 

· Mr. Fuller asked about the status of a Transportation Coordinator. Mr. Dineen said the Transportation Advisory Committee meets again the week of Jan. 25, and they are working on the scope of that position and working with the state in regards to funds.

· Mr. Dineen gave an overview of the TCI Renewables proposal for a wind farm in the county. The proposal currently calls for about 45 2-megawatt wind turbines: 18 in Solon, 16 in Truxton, 8 in Cortlandville and 3 in Homer. TCI has submitted a SEQR form to the county, and the county has established an advisory committee to review the SEQR and provide a land-use regulation. He said the committee established set-back requirements of 3,000 feet, which he thinks is excessive and would keep the project from moving forward. He said Homer and Solon have responded saying they would not support such a large setback, as it is too restrictive. The county has not heard back from Cortlandville or Truxton. The county’s fees for consulting and legal services are being paid through an escrow account, which is covered by TCI Renewables. TCI has submitted lease agreements to the county for county property at the landfill. Mr. Purser said he has not seen the leases yet. Mr. Dineen said that Labella & Associates is reviewing the lease, and are in contact with TCI regarding concerns with the lease. Mr. Fuller asked about  language in the lease that would allow the county to generate power back into the grid if natural gas is collected at the landfill. Mr. Dineen said this has been discussed, but there is nothing definite yet. He said there is no meeting of the committee scheduled yet, as they were waiting to hear back from Truxton and Cortlandville. Mr. Williams asked about re-convening the advisory committee to move forward. Mr. Dineen said that can be done.
· Mr. Dineen said the county is in the process of working on a draft road preservation law to help protect county roads from trucks working on drilling and windmills. The draft has been submitted to the Association of Towns, and their comments have been returned to Pat Snyder, who is working on the law.

· Mr. Steger said the DEC received more than 12,000 comments on the SDGEIS on gas drilling. He said the Federal EPA has stepped in and said more regulations are necessary, and that aquifer concerns need to be addressed. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Fuller made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Hartnett.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
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