	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	january 19, 2010
	10:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Park called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Dick Bushnell, Amy Cobb, Dave Fuller, Jennifer Gofkowski

	attendees
	Lee Price and Toni Seamans, Herb Barnhart, Mark Helms, Sheriff’s Office; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Sandy Price, Jack Williams, Tony Pace, Kathie Arnold, legislators; Dianne Claflin, ATI; Annette Barber, Personnel; Rob Corpora and Jack Hess, Information Technology; Lisa Cutia, Probation; Kevin Whitney, Bob Duell, Fire &  Emergency Management; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mark Suben, District Attorney

	Not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Park asked for a motion to approve the minutes of Nov. 19, 2009. Mr. Fuller made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor, and the minutes were approved as printed.

Mr. Park asked for a motion to approve the minutes of Dec. 1, 2009. Mr. Fuller made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Ms. Gofkowski said she would like the minutes to be amended and distributed copies of transcripts. Mr. Park asked for a motion to table the approval of the minutes to give the committee an opportunity to review the transcripts. Mr. Fuller made a motion to table the approval of the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. All members voting in favor. The motion was tabled.

Mr. Park asked for a motion to approve the minutes of Dec. 22, 2009. Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the minutes. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed.

Ms. Gofkowski submitted two additional transcripts and asked that the minutes of Sept. 29 and Sept. 5 be amended as well, saying that the transcripts are “a more accurate representation of what happened.” Mr. Park asked the committee to review these as well, for action at the next JPS meeting. 

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1

	Appoint Coroner’s Physician/Authorize Agreement – Emergency Medical Physicians

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. Mr. Park explained that this was already approved last year, and this resolution came at the request of last year’s JPS Committee. Mr. Fuller asked why the budget needed to be modified to approve the resolution. The Clerk answered that an agreement with Emergency Medical Physicians is necessary, and that any work done by them would need to be paid out of a Professional Services account. The current Coroner’s budget does not have a Professional Services line, so this is amending the budget to create that line, and put $2,000 in it, which should be enough to cover any work done. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	
	

	resolution #2
	Appointment of Jail Physician Pursuant to Correction Law 

	discussion
	Mr. Fuller made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Bushnell. Mr. Park said that this was also approved by the previous legislature, but did not go to the full legislature, as it was felt that the 2009 legislature should not bind the 2010 legislature. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreements – NYS Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives 

	discussion
	Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. Mr. Fuller asked about the vacant Director of Probation position. Ms. Claflin explained that Alternatives to Incarceration is a department within Probation, and the committee agreed to move forward with the resolution before discussing the director position. Ms. Claflin gave a brief overview of how the ATI program operates. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	
	Other Discussion Items

	other discussion items
	· Mr. Dayton said he is the vice-chair of the Criminal Justice Advisory Board. He said this is a good opportunity for legislators to have a forum with all the criminal justice departments in the county. 

· Mr. Duell said that the Fire Advisory Council meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m., and asked for a volunteer from the committee to serve. Ms. Gofkowski volunteered to serve on the Council.

· Sheriff Price introduced Ms. Seamans, and officers  Barnhart and Helms as key members of his department the committee can turn to if he is unavailable. 
· Ms. A. Barber introduced Lisa Cutia, who has been active in operating the Probation Department in the absence of a director. Ms. Cutia gave a brief overview of the department. She said that a probation assistant position is vacant, but the addition of Katrina Spicer and Brianne Parker has been very helpful. She said the department is overdue in providing an annual plan to the state. She has had discussions with Albany to explain the transition, but requested permission of the committee to complete the report. Ms. Gofkowski made a motion to allow Ms. Cutia to file the report. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. the motion was approved.

· Mr. Park said that he has asked Ms. Gofkowski to serve as his vice-chair of the JPS Committee, and she has accepted.

· Ms. Price said that Carl Moses, Director of Weights & Measures, has requested that he report to the JPS Committee, rather than the Buildings & Grounds Committee. The committee agreed this could be done.

	
	Executive Session

	
	Mr. Bushnell made a motion to go into Executive Session. Seconded by Ms. Gofkowski. The committee held an Executive Session.

Following the Executive Session Mr. Park said he will call a special meeting of the JPS Committee on Thursday, Jan. 21 at 4 p.m.

	Adjournment
	Ms. Cobb made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Fuller. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights
· Mr. Park said he will call a special meeting of the JPS Committee on Thursday, Jan. 21 at 4 p.m.
· Approval of the minutes was tabled until the February meeting.
· Mr. Carl Moses, Director of Weights & Measures will now report to the Judiciary & Public Safety Committee
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