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Cortland County Legislature
October 22, 2009
6:00 PM

Minutes
Public Hearing

The Clerk read the legal notice, advertising a public hearing on “Local Law #2 of 2009 - Amending Local Law No. 1 For the Year 2007 - Imposing a Mortgage Recording Tax.” Chairman Daniels asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor, or opposed to the local law. There was none, he closed the public hearing.
Order of Business

Chairman Daniels opened the meeting at approximately 6:07 p.m., followed by the Salute to the Flag. The Clerk of the Legislature took roll call. Mr. Cornell was excused.
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the minutes of September 24, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Willcox.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

Privilege of the Floor

Chairman Daniels extended Privilege of the Floor to Mike Kilmer, Director of Administrative Services for Mental Health. Mr. Kilmer expressed concern about the transition of 51 clients to a new clinician, following the legislature’s actions in September to lay off the Coordinated Services Director. The employee who held this position had rights to the Licensed Master Social Worker position, which was also filled. The current LMSW will be displaced, and the client base will have to be transferred. The given timeline was Nov. 1, but Mr. Kilmer asked the legislature to extend the abolishment of the position by one week to allow for a better client transition. Ms. Price asked that a resolution be prepared to the legislature to review. Mr. Schrader said that the positions were abolished by a motion from the floor, and extending position can also be done in that manner. Ms. Tytler made a motion to extend the employment of the Coordinated Services Director by one week. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.
Privilege of the Floor was granted to Mr. Jim Weiss. Mr. Weiss spoke in favor of a resolution supporting extending the public comment period for the Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Natural Gas Drilling Activities in the Marcellus Shale Formation. 
Proclamations & Recognitions

The Clerk read a Proclamation designating October 23 to 30 Red Ribbon Week in Cortland County. Chairman Daniels presented the Proclamation to Ms. Joan Stivers. Ms. Stivers thanked the legislature and explained that Red Ribbon Week raises awareness of promoting a drug-free lifestyle.
New Business
Agenda Item No. 1 – Adopt Local Law No. 2 for the Year 2009, Amending Local Law No. 1 for the Year 2007 – Imposing a Mortgage Recording Tax

On motion of Mr. Troy. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Price asked how much revenue is received from this tax. Chairman Daniels answered about $350,000. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Wilcox and Mr. Willcox. Agenda Item No. 1 became: 

Local Law No. 2 for the Year 2009
Amending Local Law No. 1 for the Year 2007

Imposing a Mortgage Recording Tax


WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature has amended New York State Tax Law §253-v, authoring Cortland County, acting through its local legislative body, to adopt and amend local laws imposing in Cortland County a mortgage recording tax expiring December 1, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the mortgage recording tax previously authorized by Cortland County Local Law No. 1 for the year 2007 expires December 1, 2009, and the Cortland County Legislature wishes to continue the imposition of the mortgage recording tax as permitted by Tax Law §253-v; NOW THEREFORE,

Local Law No. 1 for the year 2007 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 1

For the period beginning December 1, 2009 and ending December 1, 2011, there is hereby imposed, in the County of Cortland, a tax of $0.25 for each $100.00, and each remaining fraction thereof of principal debt or obligation which is or under any contingency may be secured at the date of execution thereof, or at any time thereafter, by a mortgage on real property situated within the County of Cortland and recorded on or after December 1, 2009, and a tax of $0.25 on such mortgage if the principal dept or obligation which is or by any contingency may be secured by such mortgage is less than $100.00.  

Section 7

This Local Law shall take effect December 1, 2009.  A certified copy of this Local Law shall be mailed to the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance at the Commissioner’s Office in Albany, New York at least 30 days prior to the date this Local Law shall take effect.  Certified copies of this Local Law shall be filed with the Cortland County Clerk, the Secretary of State and State Comptroller within five days after the Local Law is enacted.
Agenda Item No. 2 – Authorize Agreement/Amend Contract Health Department - Family Health Network/Childbirth Classes/Vaccine Administration

On motion of Mr. Daniels. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 2 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. DANIELS



RESOLUTION NO. 246-09

Authorize Agreement/Amend Contract

Health Department

Family Health Network/Childbirth Classes/Vaccine Administration


WHEREAS, Resolution #376-08 and Resolution #224-09 gave the Cortland County Health Dept. permission to enter into an agreement with Family Health Network to conduct childbirth classes for the Health Dept.’s MOMS program participants for the period of January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009 and January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2011 respectively with 90 day extension clauses in both, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Health Dept. would like to contract with Family Health Network to provide H1N1 immunization to any children in their practices who are not immunized at the school based clinics, AND 


WHEREAS, the vaccine is provided by the Federal Government and the Cortland County Health Dept. would pay Family Health Network a $15 administration fee which will be reimbursed to us by the H1N1 Office of Homeland Security Grant, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the contract between the Cortland County Health and Family Health Network be amended to include the administration of the H1N1 vaccine, AND, BE IT, FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature and Public Health Director or Designee, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, are hereby authorized to sign this agreement with Family Health Network to amend this contract.

Agenda Item No. 3 – Award Highway Bid – Guiderail Post Installation
On motion of Mr. McKee. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 3 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. McKee



RESOLUTION NO. 247-09
Award Highway Bid –

Guide-rail Post Installation

Highway Department


WHEREAS, the Highway Committee of the Cortland County Legislature advertised , received and opened bids for Guiderail Post Installation at various Cortland County  Road construction and maintenance projects, AND


WHEREAS, the bids received by the Highway Superintendent are as follows:

Guiderail Post Installation

BIDDERS






BID


Silver line Construction, Inc.



$100.00 per hour,


4299 Newton Road




$400.00 per mobilization


Burdett, NY 14818


Chemung Supply Corp.



$125.00 per hour


PO Box 527





$50.00 per mobilization


Elmira, NY   14902

, AND 


WHEREAS, the lowest overall responsible bid received for Guiderail Post Installation was from Silver line Construction, Inc, 4299 Newton Road, Burdett, NY 14818, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature, upon review and approval as to form by the County Attorney, is hereby authorized to sign a contract with Silver line Construction, Inc., for Guiderail Post installation at various Cortland County Road construction and maintenance projects for the Highway Department.

Agenda Item No. 4 – Authorize Agreement/Highway Department – NYS Department of Transportation

On motion of Mr. McKee. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Agenda Item No. 4 became:

ON MOTION OF MR. McKee



RESOLUTION NO. 248-09
Authorize Agreement/Highway Department

New York State Department of Transportation

WHEREAS, the undersigned County of Cortland from time to time receives permits from the Department of Transportation of the State of New York (hereinafter referred to as the “Department”) allowing Cortland County to temporarily obstruct, install, construct, maintain, operate or replace any facilities within the bounds of a State highway right-of-way pursuant to Sections 52, 103, 203, 249 and/or 250 of the Highway Law, AND

WHEREAS, the Department requires that the municipality file an undertaking to secure the County of Cortland faithful performance within the terms of any such permit and also to indemnify the State of New York (hereinafter referred to as the “State”) and others with respect to all operations under such permits by the County of Cortland , AND

WHERAS, the County of Cortland hereby undertakes, to and with the State and the Department, that: NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, the County of Cortland will well, truly and faithfully comply with and perform all the terms and conditions of each such permit on its part to be kept and performed, and abide by and comply with all such conditions, rules and regulations as may be, from time to time, promulgated by the Commissioner of Transportation of the State of New York (hereinafter referred to as the “Commissioner”), according to the true intent and meaning of such permits, rules and regulations, AND, BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, the County of Cortland will, at its own expense, promptly complete the work allowed under each permit and within a reasonable time restore State property damaged by its work to substantially the same or equivalent condition as existed before such work was begun; and in the event that the County of Cortland fails to so restore damaged State property within what the Commissioner deems to be a reasonable time, the Commissioner, after giving written notice to the Municipality, may restore the property to substantially the same or equivalent condition as existed before the Municipality began the work and require the Municipality to reimburse the State for any and all costs incurred by the State in such restoration, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, the County of Cortland will indemnify, hold harmless and defend and protect the State of New York, the Commissioner and the Department, their officials, officers, agents and employees against and pay any and all amounts, damages and costs and judgments which may or shall be recovered against said State, or its officers, or agents, or which such State may be called upon to pay to any person or corporation by reason of damages arising or growing out of operations pursuant to said permits or the manner of doing the same, or the neglect of said County of Cortland, or its agents or servants, or the improper performance pursuant to the conditions of said permits by the municipality, its agents or servants, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, the County of Cortland, which is insured, will pay any and all damages, costs, including but not limited to attorney’s fees, and judgments recovered against the State, the Commissioner of Transportation and their officials, officers and employees in connection with work allowed by a permit or from use of a permit by the County of Cortland or by any person acting by, through or for the County of Cortland including omission and supervisory acts of any of the entities or persons named above, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, it is understood that this undertaking is one of indemnity only and is not to be construed as imposing on the County of Cortland an obligation to pay claims for which there would not otherwise be a remedy in a law against the State of New York, AND, BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, any payments required by the foregoing will be guaranteed by the full faith and credit of the County of Cortland, or its districts, as applicable, and will be paid out of the current budgeted funds, or if insufficient, from its liability and casualty reserve fund or from the proceeds of bonds which current laws permit the County of Cortland, to issue to pay claims against it. 

Agenda Item No. 5 – Accept FY08 State Homeland Security Grant Program – Fire & Emergency Management

On motion of Mr. Hartnett. Second by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. Agenda Item No. 5 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. HARTNETT


RESOLUTION NO. 249-05

Accept FY08 State Homeland Security Grant Program

Fire & Emergency Management

(NYS Office of Homeland Security-C838480)

 
WHEREAS, the Cortland County Department of  Fire & Emergency Management applied for the FY08 New York State Homeland Security Grant Program to enhance our countywide interoperable communications system for emergency response agencies as a continuation of a master plan originally implemented under previous federal fiscal years with the   New York State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) Grants, AND


WHEREAS, a fully executed contract stipulating the terms and conditions of the agreement between the NYS Office of Homeland Security and the County of Cortland  has been received on 09/22/09 for a total award of $60,000.00, for the initial contract period 09/01/2008 to 08/31/2011, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2009 Adopted County Budget is hereby amended as follows:


Increase:



Revenues:



A341043.43306
Miscellaneous Revenue

$60,000.00



Expenses:



A34105.54080

Miscellaneous Grant


$60,000.00

Agenda Item No. 6 – Accept Bids/Authorize Agreement – Cortland County Department of Fire & Emergency Management

On motion of Mr. Hartnett. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed an Agenda Item No. 6 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. HARTNETT


RESOLUTION NO. 250-09

Accept Bids/Authorize Agreement

Cortland County

Department of Fire & Emergency Management


WHEREAS, the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee authorized the Cortland County Department of Fire & Emergency Management to go to bid on the Radio Maintenance of communications equipment on behalf of the Sheriff’s Department, Highway Department, Department of Health, and the Department of Fire & Emergency Management; AND


WHERAS, the following bids were received:


United Radio Service, 2949 Erie Blvd East, Syracuse, NY 13224



In the amount of $3,462.13 per month, $41,545.56 annually;


Finger lakes Communications, 305 Clark Street, Auburn, NY 13021



In the amount of $3,838.00 per month, $46,056.00 annually;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the lowest bid from United Radio Service, in accordance with the specifications, be and hereby is accepted at the bid price for a period of time January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2012, AND, BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer be and hereby is authorized to pay United Radio Service in the amount due for radio maintenance of communications equipment in accordance to the terms stated in the agreement, upon approval of the County Attorney.

Agenda Item No. 7 – Amend 2009 Budget/Transfer Funds – Sheriff’s Department/Medical Services
On motion of Mr. Hartnett. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Schrader explained that the county is responsible for providing medical care for any inmates in the jail. One inmate was hospitalized at the end of last year. The county was billed and has paid, but the budget line has run out. Mr. Hartnett said the Alternatives to Incarceration program should be utilized more often, and the county should encourage judges to use ankle bracelets rather than passing these costs on to the county. All members voting in favor; except Ms. Wilcox, and Agenda Item No. 7 became:
ON MOTION OF MR. HARTNETT


RESOLUTION NO. 251-09

Amend 2009 Budget/Transfer Funds

Sheriff's Department/Jail

(Medical Services)


WHEREAS, the inmate population has been an unhealthy population, AND


WHEREAS, the cost of medical services has increased to beyond the budgeted amount causing a deficit in the medical services account, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2009 County Budget is hereby is amended as follows:


Decrease:



Expenses:



A31505 54083

Misc. Support Services

$45,000.00


Increase:



Expenses:



A31505 54500

Medical Services 


$45,000.00

Agenda Item No. 8 – Health Department – Create Part-time Dietician
On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Price noted that this resolution was discussed over the course of several months by the Health Committee, and will result in a cost saving measure for the county. Ms. Price also noted that this is a mandated service. She requested a friendly amendment be made to reflect the correct date, which will be Oct. 23, 2009. There were no objections to the amendment. All members voting in favor of the resolution; none opposed, and Agenda Item No. 8 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 252-09
Health Department

Create Part-time Dietitian



WHEREAS, the needs of the agency will be better served by creating one part-time (up to 5 hours per week) position of Dietitian, AND


WHEREAS, the Health and Budget & Finance Committees recommend the creation of this position, AND


WHEREAS, funds are in the 2009 County Budget in Account A40115.51010 (Part-time Personnel), NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that one part-time (up to 5 hours per week) position of Dietitian (CSEA grade 29, $26.1347-31.7969/hr., non-competitive class) be and hereby is created effective August 27, 2009.

Agenda Item No. 9 – Authorize Agreements/Accept Funds – Health Department/Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health (State Grant)
On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 9 became: 
ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 253-09
Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds

Health Department/ Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health

(State Grant)


WHEREAS, the Bureau of Women’s Health of the New York State Health Department has awarded the Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health an additional $15,614 grant to purchase and promote usage of Emergency Contraceptive (EC), along with $35,334 funding to provide and promote usage of HPV vaccine AND


WHEREAS, the $50,948 is not reflected in the 2009 County Budget, AND BE IT FURTHER, 


RESOLVED that the 2009 County Budget be amended as follows:


Increase:



Expenses:



A40355 54006 
Medical Supplies and Materials
$48,458


A40355 54060

Advertising



$ 2,500 

Increase:


Revenues



A403543 43489
Additional State Grant

$50,958 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT,


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature, and the Public Health Director or Designee, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, is hereby authorized to sign this agreement with the State of New York to accept these funds.

Agenda Item No. 10 - Authorize Agreements Health Department/Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health (Halers, Interpreter, and Consultants and or Facilitators)
On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 10 became: 
ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 254-09
Authorize Agreements 

Health Department/Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health

(Halers, Interpreter, and Consultants and or Facilitators)


WHEREAS, the Jacobus Center for Reproductive Health contracts for the following services:


Halers (Statistical, Billing Services and Software Support)


Father and Son Retreat Facilitators 


Language Interpreter 

Medical Records Consultant (Cortland Regional Medical Center Record Consultant)

Jean Edwards (Pharmacy Consultant)


AND,


WHEREAS, monies for the above services are budgeted in the expenditure account:

A40355.54055 Professional Services, AND,


WHEREAS, the term for all above-referenced contracts is January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012, AND


WHEREAS, the term agreements shall include a ninety day extension clause, allowing the respective agreements to be extended until March 31, 2012 if successor agreements are not executed by January 1, 2012, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT,


RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Legislature and the Public Health Director or Designee of the Cortland County Health Department, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, be and hereby authorized to sign agreements for the above services.

Agenda Item No. 11 – Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Health Department/Tobacco Enforcement Program

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor, except Ms. Tytler and Ms. Wilcox. Agenda Item No. 11 became: 
ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 255-09

Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds

Health Department

Tobacco Enforcement Program


WHEREAS, Adolescent Tobacco Use Prevention Act (ATUPA) funding for tobacco enforcement activities is available as part of New York State’s continued efforts to stamp out smoking by youth and enhance Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) enforcement activities, AND


WHEREAS, the total funding amount for Cortland County for the period 10/1/09 through 9/30/10 is $30,485, AND


WHEREAS, these funds are already in the 2009 budget in Expenditure Accounts A40125.51005-51010 $19,960 (Personnel), A40125.58020-58065 $8,503 (Fringe), A40125.54005-54060.4023 $2,022(Contractual) and Revenue Account A401243.43450.4023 $30,485 (ATUPA), NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature and Public Health Director or Designee, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, are hereby authorized to sign this agreement with NYS to accept these funds.
Agenda Item No. 12 - Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds - Health Department/Children with Special Needs Program (CSHCN NYS GRANT)

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 12 became: 
ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 256-09

Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds

Health Department/Children with Special Needs Program

(CSHCN NYS GRANT)


WHEREAS, continued funding from the NYS Department of Health is available in the amount of $18,040 for the Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) program, for the contract period October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010, AND


WHEREAS, these funds have already been budgeted for in the 2009 budget, in Expenditure Accounts A40595.51005, $17,189 (Personnel), A40595.54001-54300.4052, $851 (Contractual) and Revenue Account A405944.44451, $18,040 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Legislature and the Public Health Director, or designees, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, are hereby authorized to  sign this agreement with the State of New York to accept these funds.

Agenda Item No. 13 – Abolish/Create Cortland County Health Department – Home Care Manager/Supervising Community Health Nurse 

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Price called on Ms. Cathy Feuerherm to explain the resolution. Ms. Feuerherm said the Supervising Community Health Nurse will allow for additional supervision of staff. A recent resignation will allow the position to be filled at a lower pay due to longevity. Ms. Wilcox asked if Mr. Schrader intended to fill the position. Mr. Schrader answered that he will review it further, but preliminarily it appears the position needs to be filled. All members voting in favor; except Ms. Wilcox. Agenda Item No. 13 became:

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE


RESOLUTION NO. 257-09
Abolish/Create

Cortland County Health Department

Home Care Manager/Supervising Community Health Nurse



WHEREAS, the needs of the agency will be better served by abolishing one full-time position of Home Care Manager and creating one full-time position of Supervising Community Health Nurse, AND



WHEREAS, the Budget & Finance/Health Committees recommend the abolition and creation of these positions, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that one full-time position of Home Care Manager (NYSNA grade 3, $25.0304-29.0320/hr, competitive class) be and hereby is abolished effective October 22, 2009, AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that one position of full-time Supervising Community Health Nurse (NYSNA grade 3, $25.0304-29.0320/hr, competitive class) be created effective October 22, 2009.

Agenda Item No. 14 – Authorize Agreements/Health Department – School-based H1N1 Vaccination Clinics

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Arnold asked if vaccinations are given with parental consent. Ms. Feuerherm answered that there will be, but this resolution is just to get agreements with the schools to begin this process. Ms. Arnold said that a Truxton resident received a “Swine Flu” vaccine in the 1970s and nearly died from it, and she hopes the new vaccine is safer. Mr. Hartnett asked about the liability the county incurs from providing such services. County Attorney Ed Purser replied that there are federal regulations protecting the county in regards to the distribution of this vaccine. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 14 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 258-09

Authorize Agreements

Health Department

(School-Based H1N1 Vaccination Clinics)

WHEREAS, New York State recommends that local health departments to provide mass vaccination clinics in schools to protect children against the H1N1 influenza, AND

WHEREAS, vaccine and related supplies will be provided free of charge to local health departments as well as additional funding to cover the costs of staffing such clinics, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the County Legislature and the Public Health Director, upon review and approval by the County Attorney, are hereby authorized to sign  an agreement with local schools to provided clinics in the school facilities.

Agenda Item No. 15 – Amend Budget/Area Agency on Aging – Weatherization Referral and Assistance Program
On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 15 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 259-09
Amend Budget

Area Agency on Aging

(Weatherization Referral and Assistance Program - WRAP)


WHEREAS, the New York State Office for the Aging has allocated federal carryover funds in the amount of $8,490.00 for the Weatherization Referral and Assistance Program for the period April 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2009 County Budget be and hereby is amended as follows:


Increase:



Expenses:



A67725-54055 4335

Professional Services

+$8,490.00



Revenues:



A677244-43772 4335

Federal Aid – WRAP

+$8,490.00

Agenda Item No. 16 – Amend Budget – Department of Social Services – Transfer

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 16 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOULTION NO. 260-09
Amend Budget

Department of Social Services

(Transfer)


WHEREAS, it is necessary to cover expenditures due to higher than anticipated costs when preparing the 2009 Budget, NOW BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2009 County Budget be and hereby is amended as follows:


Increase:



Expense: 




A60105.56101

Program-Medical Assistance
$  56,000




A60105.56109

Program-Family Assistance
$125,000

 


A60105.56119

Program-Child Care

$120,000




A60105.56129

Program-State Training
$135,000




A60105.56140

Program- Safety Net

$140,000

Decrease:



Expense:




A60105.56100

Program-MMIS

$576,000

Agenda Item No. 17 – Amend Budget/Department of Social Services/Transfer

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 17 became: 

ON MOTION OF MS. PRICE



RESOLUTION NO. 261-09
Amend Budget

Department of Social Services

(Transfer)


WHEREAS, it is necessary to cover expenditures due to higher than anticipated costs when preparing the 2009 Budget, NOW BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2009 County Budget be and hereby is amended as follows:


Increase: 



Expense: 




A60105.51035

Admin-Other Compensation
$16,000

Decrease: 



Expense:




A60105.51005

Admin-Regular Payroll
$16,000

Agenda Item No. 18 – Adoption to Changes to the Rules of Order – Cortland County Legislature

On motion of Mr. Piombo. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; except Ms. Tytler. Agenda Item No. 18 became:

ON MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 262-09

Adoption of Changes to the Rules of Order

Cortland County Legislature

WHEREAS, Local Law No. 2 for year 1972, Section 202, para.5 established that the Cortland County Legislature is empowered to enact rules governing the conduct of the members at its sessions and the manner of transacting business thereat, AND

WHEREAS, County Law Section 153[8] empowers the County Legislature to determine the rules of its own proceedings, AND

WHEREAS, Resolution Number 113-09 established the Rules of Order for the Cortland County Legislature, AND

WHEREAS, the Personnel Committee of the Cortland County Legislature has made amendments to the Rules of Order; AND

WHEREAS, a set of the Rules of Order with all proposed changes has been attached and is entitled Exhibit “A”, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the attached Exhibit "A" entitled "Rules of Order for the Cortland County Legislature" and dated October 22, 2009, are hereby adopted, AND, BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that all resolutions, which amend, repeal or in any manner affect these rules shall include proper reference to section, subsection or paragraph to maintain an orderly codification of these rules, AND, BE IT FURTHER 


RESOLVED, that the rules shall be published in the annual journal of proceeding, in a booklet form for distribution to legislators and the public, and in electronic form on the County web pages, AND, BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, this resolution and the changes made to the Rules of Order shall take effect October 22, 2009. (See attached)

Agenda Item No. 19 – Authorize Agreements  - Personnel/Civil  (Several Agencies)
On motion of Mr. Piombo. Seconded by Ms. Price. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 19 became: 

ON MOTION OF MR. CORNELL


RESOLUTION NO. 263-09
Authorize Agreements

Personnel/Civil Service

(Several Agencies)



WHEREAS, the Personnel Department contracts for various professional services to assist in the provision of services, AND



WHEREAS, funds have been allocated and proposed in the 2010 budget in account numbers A14305.54004, A14305.54500, A14305.54055, A14305.58062, A14305.58065, A14305.58060, A14305.54050 and A14305.54770, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Cortland County Legislature, upon and approval by the County Attorney or designee and subject to appropriation of funding by the Legislature, be and hereby is authorized to execute agreements in 2010 for or with the following to be paid from the accounts listed:

Persoft, Inc. 

Family and Children’s Services of Ithaca

Psychological Resources

Family Health Network

Hogan Sarzynski, Lynch, Surowka & Dewind, LLP

Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP

Davelle Office Equipment

YMCA

EBS Benefit Solutions-Dental

EBS Benefit Solutions-Vision

EBS Benefit Solutions-Cobra

EBS Benefit Solutions-Flex

EBS Benefit Solutions-Retiree Billing

Agenda Item No. 20 – Designate Tourism Promotion Agency  - Cortland County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau

On motion of Mr. Troy. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 20 became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 264-09
Designate Tourism Promotion Agency

Cortland County Convention and Visitors Bureau


WHEREAS, the New York State Division of Tourisms Matching Grant Program is designated to encourage tourism promotion throughout New York and adjacent states, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Convention and Visitors Bureau Inc., a non-profit organization, promoting Cortland County as a tourism destination, qualifies as the official Tourism Promotion Agency for Cortland County, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Convention and Visitors Bureau has requested to be designated the Tourism Promotion Agency for Cortland County in 2010, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, 
that the Cortland County Convention and Visitors Bureau, Inc. is hereby designated by the Cortland County Legislature to make application for and receive grants on behalf of the County pursuant to the New York State Tourism Promotion Act. 

Agenda Item No. 21 – Adopt 2009 Mid-Year Budget Reductions (Austerity Budget) County Administration

On motion of Ms. Price. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Troy noted that this resolution is being sponsored by Ms. Price, as she voted against such a motion in September. Ms. Wilcox requested that if the legislature adopts this resolution, Mr. Schrader make the appropriate changes to other budget reports received in September. Mr. Willcox asked about the $420,000 being cut out of the Building & Grounds Department, and if that number should be reduced in the 2010 budget request. Mr. Schrader answered no, not at this point, as the funds may still be being requested, but that if the legislature does not want them included in the 2010 budget, then they won’t be. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Agenda Item No. 21 became:
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 265-09
Adopt 2009 Mid-Year Budget Reductions

(Austerity Budget)/County Administration


WHEREAS, Cortland County is facing a financial crises due to the unprecedented reduction in sales tax and interest and earnings revenue, AND


WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended mid-year budget reductions designed to react to the decreased revenue, AND


WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee has reviewed these reductions and recommend their adoption, AND

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature wishes to reduce the potential budget shortfall and reduce future property tax implications, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that with the approval of the Budget &  Finance Committee, the Cortland County Legislature hereby adopts the attached “2009 Mid-Year Budget Reductions” report prepared by the County Administrator, AND BE IT FURTHER


RESOLVED, that said changes to the 2009 budget are effective immediately.
Agenda Item No. 22 – Authorize Treasurer to Accept Delinquent Tax Payments

On motion of Mr. Troy. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Hartnett said a policy needs to be established for the county to follow while collecting these taxes. Chairman Daniels said the Budget & Finance Committee has requested the County Treasurer to create such a policy for the committee to review. Ms. Arnold noted that this resolution is a “blanket policy,” not a one-year thing. Mr. Schrader agreed, saying that this resolution mirror’s the decision of Judge Rumsey, which will allow the county to accept payments until the Treasurer has conveyed the deed to the county. All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 22 became:

ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 266-09
Authorize Treasurer to Accept

Delinquent Tax Payments
WHEREAS, the deadline for payment of delinquent real property taxes is December 31, of each calendar year, AND

WHEREAS, Under Article 11 of the Real Property Tax Law, a taxpayer’s property rights are not foreclosed at the expiration of the redemption period, nor upon the execution for a judgment by the County Attorney or the Courts, but only when the Cortland County Treasurer executes a deed conveying the property to the county, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature may, by resolution, extend the period for redemption until said deed is conveyed, AND, 

WHEREAS, the County of Cortland is desirous of taking all reasonable steps to permit the delinquent taxpayers that are able and willing to pay their delinquent taxes to do so and thus maintain ownership of their real property; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby extends the redemption period for payment of delinquent taxes for any given tax year until such time as the Cortland County Treasurer executes a deed conveying the property to the county, AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Treasurer, is hereby authorized and directed to accept cash or certified check payments of delinquent real property taxes, in full for all delinquent years, as well as any penalties, interest and associated costs, until said deeds have been conveyed.
Chairman Daniels asked for a motion to suspend the Rules of Order to consider a resolution sponsored by Ms. Arnold that was not included on the Agenda. Mr. Tom Williams made a motion to Suspend the Rules of Order. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. All members voting in favor.

Ms. Tytler said that Asemblywoman Barbara Lifton is in support of extending the comment period. Mr. Ross asked Mr. Purser if he felt a 180-day public comment period is excessive. Mr. Purser said given the size of the document to be reviewed and the complexity of the issue, a 180-day comment period is not excessive. All members voting in favor; none opposed and the motion became: 
ON THE MOTION OF MS. ARNOLD


RESOLUTION NO. 267-09




Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement

Natural Gas Drilling Activities in the Marcellus Shale Formation

Public Comment Period


WHEREAS, on September 30, 2009, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation issued a draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (SGEIS) for potential natural gas drilling activities in the Marcellus Shale formation, allowing a 60 day public comment period and four public hearings, AND


WHEREAS, given that the SGEIS is an 800 plus page document, 60 days is too short a time period to allow the public and appointed and elected officials to have adequate time to read, study, and comment on this lengthy document, with the added fact that many people in rural areas do not have access to high speed internet making access over the internet impossible, and given that paper copies were not available for 10 days after the internet posting of the SGEIS which means only 50 days allowed for comment by people without high speed internet access, 


WHEREAS, four public hearings is inadequate to fully allow the public to participate, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature strongly urges NYS DEC to lengthen the comment period to 180 days to allow citizens and officials adequate time to read and assess the document and compose appropriate comments, AND BE IT


FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional hearings be held around the state, especially in the counties affected, so that everyone has a chance to participate and to hear the testimony, AND BE IT


FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Governor Paterson, DEC Commissioner Grannis, Senator James Seward, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton, Assemblymen Gary Finch and Brian Kolb

Chairman Daniels asked Mr. Schrader to comment on the status of the 2010 budget process. Mr. Schrader said he had hoped to release the budget at this meeting, but that won’t occur. He said due to proposed budget cuts from Governor Paterson, some departments have been asked to make changes to their 2010 requests. He also said due to a computer glitch in the county’s accounting software, the budget was further delayed. He said he hopes to have the budget out by Election Day, but is not sure that can happen. Mr. Willcox asked if there was about $30 million in grants included in the budget. Mr. Schrader said no, that there is about $30 million in state aid, but that it is not all grants. The majority of the $30 million is reimbursement for state-mandated programs. Ms. Wilcox asked what the timeline is for Mr. Schrader’s proposed budget, and the timeframe involved in the legislature adopting it. Mr. Schrader said that by law, the legislature must have a budget adopted by Dec. 20, 2009. Also by law, the final date for a budget officer to release his proposed budget to the legislature is Nov. 15. A public hearing must be held, and advertised five days prior to said hearing. Also, there must be 20 days for the Budget & Finance Committee to review the proposed budget and make a recommendation to the legislature. Mr. Waldbauer asked what Mr. Schrader’s goal is in preparing the budget. Mr. Schrader said that after discussions with committees, legislators and at the September meeting, he is going to try to present a budget with an approximate 3% increase in the tax levy. Mr. Schrader said he has heard input from some legislators as to which departments should see reductions, and which should not. He said that in addition to the financial aspects of the budget, he takes these suggestions into consideration, as he does suggestions from department heads, employees and the general public. Mr. Troy said once Mr. Schrader’s proposed budget is presented, as Chairman of the Budget & Finance Committee, he will call for several special budget workshops. Mr. Schrader said that his budget will be presented to the Budget & Finance Committee, as the tentative budget. The committee can make recommended changes and present them to the full legislature. The legislature may then make additional changes. If a majority vote is not achieved on any versions of the budget, then the original tentative budget will become the actual adopted budget. Mr. Hartnett said that before the budget is voted on, he wants to know exactly what the tax impact will be on his constituents. Mr. Tom Williams said that a motion was approved by the legislature in March of 2009 that those figures be presented to the legislature prior to a vote. Mr. Schrader agreed and said a breakdown by municipality will be provided prior to the budget vote. Mr. Tom Williams suggested the legislature set a timeline as to when Mr. Schrader present his budget, and as to when the Budget & Finance committee begin its workshops. Mr. Schrader said that that can not be done, because NYS law dictates the final dates such things can be done, but that he will do his best to provide his budget as soon as possible. Ms. Tytler said that all legislators will have programs and services that they don’t want to see cut, but that nobody should have the “sacred cow” and that every aspect of county services should be reviewed while preparing the budget. Legislators can work to add or subtract programs and services once Mr. Schrader’s budget has been presented. Mr. Troy said that in an effort to help scheduling, he will call for the budget sessions to be held from 1 to 3 p.m., the week directly after Mr. Schrader submits his budget.
Announcements

Ms. Price said that a County, City, Towns, Villages and Schools (CCTVS) meeting will be held directly after session. The Elections office will review the new Electronic Ballot Marking Devices, and Mr. Bill Cinquanti will give an overview of the Real Property Tax Office. 
Adjournment

Mr. T. Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy. The meeting was adjourned. 
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