	Cortland County Health Committee

	Minutes
	May 13, 2009
	8:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell; John Steger, Carol Tytler and Steve Dafoe

	attendees
	Kathie Arnold, legislator; Mike McKee, legislator; John Troy, legislator; Catherine Feuerherm, Health Department; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Tony Pace; Mary Ann Haley; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	Not present
	Kathy Wilcox, Tom Williams - excused

	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price called for a motion to approve of the minutes of April 8, 2009. Mr. Cornell made a motion. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.



	Resolutions

	 

	Health Department
	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer Grant

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. Ms. Feurherm explained this resolution will allow for $17,000 to fund breast cancer public awareness and diagnostice screening procedures for uninsured patients. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed. 

	Conclusions
	

	

	Health Department
	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – Health Department/Nursing – Immunization Action Plan Grant

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Feuerherm said this money will help offset the cost of immunization program and associated personnel. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed. 

	Conclusions
	

	
	Cortland County Swine Flu Response

	Discussion
	Ms. Feuerherm told the committee that Cortland County has had four potential cases of Swine Flu. One case was found to be positive, three were negative. She said the county held a press conference to announce the positive case, and continued to send press releases to update the public on the status of the situation. She noted that a more accessible location for cable access and television is necessary. She said the health department had to act as a liaison between the state and local health agencies, as there was poor communication coming from the state. There are educational opportunities planned over the summer for prevention as the virus may adapt in the fall. She said the education is important because there is a fear that the general public will not take the threat of the virus seriously. Ms. Price said that funeral directors and corners felt they were left out of the loop during the county’s response. She said that if the virus were to become a pandemic, the Cortland Home Health Agency would be an integral part of the county’s emergency response. She also said that the Local Emergency Planning Council has done several “table-top” emergency response drills to help prepare for an emergency situation. Ms. Arnold asked about the legislator’s responsibility in passing along information during an emergency. Ms. Feuerherm added that the mission of the health department, and legislators, should be to keep the public safe. 

	Conclusions
	

	
	2010 Budget Preparation

	Other Discussion
	Ms. Feuerherm asked for direction in regards to evaluating the Environmental Health Department, the CHHA and other un-mandated services during the budget process. Ms. Tytler said it is important to evaluate the programs and the services provided, and to weight them against the alternatives and associated costs of not providing those same services. Ms. Price said she will work with Ms. Feuerherm to set a date for a workshop to evaluate these services . 

	Conclusions
	

	Adjourn
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Tytler seconded the motionAll members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned. 

	
	

	Meeting highlights
	· A budget workshop will be held May 28 at 8:30 a.m. to review the Health Department budget in 2010.
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