	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	may 13, 2009
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Larry Cornell; Dan Tagliente; John Troy 

	attendees
	Kathie Arnold, legislator; Carol Deloff, Aging; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Judy Davison and Robin Sandwick, Employment and Training; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau; Tony Pace; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Jean Ward; Karl Blixt; Leon and Cheryl Smith.

	not present
	Kathie Wilcox - excused

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of April 8, 2009. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Authorize Agreement – Employment & Training and TC3

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Davison said this will allow for a one-day orientation for a summer youth program July 6 for people between the ages of 14 and 24. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Authorize Agreement – Employment & Training Grant Administration and TC3

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Ms. Davison said that this money will allow for a staff person to be on hand at TC3 to work with the youth to be successful in school. It will also allow for some daycare and transportation costs for these students. The grant will be split 2/3 to Tompkins County and 1/3 to Cortland. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Amend Budget – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	 Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Monroe said that this is just moving money from one line to another. It is all local funds and none of the funds for this program are reimbursable All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	Conclusions
	

	


	Agenda Item No. 4 – Amend Budget/Accept Funds – Dept. of Social Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Monroe said that this money is 100% Federal Funds and it will allow her to continue the Non-Residential Domestic Violence Services through the end of the year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed. 

	
	

	Department Report – Area Agency on Aging

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff passed around a copy of an exercise directory prepared by a SUNY Cortland intern. The directory is available in the Aging office and highlights the exercise facilities and other opportunities for seniors in the Cortland area. 
· The Older Americans Month dinner was held recently and the Senior Citizen of the year was announced. 

	
	

	Employment & Training

	Discussion
	· Ms. Sandwick said that there have been nearly 300 layoffs from Borg Warner recently. She said nearly $15,000 in training funds are available to each of these displaced workers.
· In June there will be a school fair held at TC3 for these and other displaced workers. There will be about 30 colleges and universities on hand. 
· A “technical advisory” has given E&T the opportunity to apply for $50,000 to upgrade technology and phone system and the one-stop career center. They were awarded $45,970 to do this, and it money will be spent by June 30.

	
	

	Department Report – Youth Bureau

	Discussion
	· Ms. Price said thanks to a member item grant from Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton’s office, activities in the parks, supervisors in the city parks and before/afterschool program funding in Virgil will be implemented again this summer. 

	
	

	Veteran’s Office

	Discussion
	· Mr. Bullock said the office has seen an increased number of claims for medical conditions of veterans coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan. He is also concerned about the number of veterans he has seen looking for homeless assistance. He is working with the Veterans Affairs Hospital in Syracuse to assist these people. 

	

	Social Services Annual Report and Business Plan

	Discussion
	Ms. Monroe discussed the DSS Annual Report and Business Plan. There are 130 full-time employees, which is 20 less than the department had about eight years ago. She spoke about the employee structure of the department, and the services provided. Mr. Tagliente asked about the 2008 and 2009 budgets. Ms. Monroe said that in 2008 the department spent less than anticipated, but also brought in less revenue than expected. She said that in 2009 the department is running under its anticipated expenditures, but it is too early in the year to make an accurate prediction for the end of the year. There are three positions that are currently vacant and Ms. Monroe is hoping it will not be necessary to fill them. A copy of the report was received and filed at the April 23 Legislative Session and is available at the DSS office or the Clerk of the County Legislature. 

	
	

	Other Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Mr. Schrader has approved the Pro-Act contract and the card to be sent out. Ms. Price said that press releases will be distributed to announce the program. The cards should be being sent out within a month or so.

· A copy of the 2008 Annual Report for the Area Agency on Aging was distributed. It will be discussed at the June meeting.

· There was a significant increase in HEAP applications in 2008, about 20%. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Troy made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Cornell.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights: 

The Pro-Act Prescription Drug Discount Cards should be sent out in about a month, as well as associated press releases. 

The 2008 Annual Report for the Area Agency on Aging will be reviewed at the June meeting.
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