	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	march  12, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Steve Dafoe; Eugene Waldbauer; John Steger and Carol Tytler

	attendees
	Sandy Price, Majority Leader; John Troy, legislator; Dan Dineen, Planning Department, Amanda Barber, Soil & Water Conservation; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Wendy Marsh, Hancock & Estabrook

	ABSENT
	

	

	Minutes Approval

	February 12, 2009, Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee Meeting

Mr. McKee made a motion to adopt the minutes.  Ms. Tytler seconded the motion.  Ms. Arnold noted that there were a few names that were misspelled. All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved pending corrections.

	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Amend Budget/Planning Department – STOA Program

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  Mr. Dineen said that this is a “clean up” fund that was passed on from the state and the county is passing on to First Transit. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	
	Alternative Energy Subcommittee

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen distributed a list of people interested in serving on the Alternative Energy Sub-Committee. The first meeting will be held March 19 at 10 a.m., following the Budget & Finance Committee meeting. Mr. Ross said the first topic of conversation will be gas drilling in the county. Mr. Dineen said that on March 18, before the County Planning Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. a guest speaker will talk about Marcellus Shale gas exploration. He said that every other month informational sessions will be held before Planning Board meetings, and that they will qualify as training for those who serve on town and village planning boards. 

	Conclusions
	

	

	
	Farmland Protection Easements

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold said that she thinks it would be best to have the New York Agricultural Land Trust hold the easements for this program. Ms. Tytler asked if the current easements being held by the county would be transferred to NYALT. Mr. Schrader and Mr. Dineen said they would like to do that, and would look into it. Ms. Tytler had previously requested a list of easements currently held by the county, but that has not been provided. Mr. Dineen said the county holds easements for the Henderson Farm in Preble, the Sears farm in Preble, and the Chase Farm in Homer. He is working on including the McMahon Farm in Homer. Ms. Arnold asked about the Knapp Farm, which was previously held by an agricultural LLC that the BDC/IDA had established. Mr. Ross asked if the annual reviews are being done by the BDC/IDA. Mr. Dineen said that he did not know. Mr. Dineen said that he will send a letter to NYALT expressing an interest in transferring the easements. Ms. Barber asked about a stewardship fund that the county draws from to offset the costs of monitoring. Mr. Dineen said that when the grants were first awarded there was money available for administering them, but that it is not an annual funding source, and he is not sure if that money was ever actually budgeted when the grants were awarded.

	Conclusions
	

	

	
	Wind Project Legal Representation

	Discussion
	Ms. Marsh said she practices in the field of environmental law, which includes the State Environmental Review Act (SEQR). She said that she has worked on the SEQR process in other counties as it relates to wind projects. Mr. Dineen explained that Cortland County is considering a windmill project with TCI Renewables for 45 and 53 2 megawatt wind turbines in the towns of Cortlandville, Homer, Solon and Truxton. TCI Renewables has submitted the SEQR long form, and the county is the lead agency in the process. He said the Planning Department is working on developing a wind ordinance with the respective towns. Ms. Marsh said the wind ordinance is important, as is the site-plan review process and a building permit. She said that in addition to the environmental impact, there is a financial aspect to the projects for all parties involved, and a license and licensing fee associated with the projects. Ms. Marsh said her firm specifically deals with the SEQR process, and they suggest working with Eric Dadd, an attorney from Wyoming County, in regards to the financial aspects of the project. Mr. Dineen said the major issue has been the setbacks associated with the windmills. The towns would like a setback of 1 ½ times the height of the tower, and the developer wants a setback of 110% of the blade length. Ms. Marsh asked about the county’s interest in the project, as it relates to the lead agency status. Mr. Dineen said the county owns property within the potential project. Ms. Marsh asked if the county is considering a Payment In Lieu of Taxes for the project. Mr. Schrader said yes. Ms. Marsh said that the cost of legal representation are covered by the developer. She said that if an applicant really wants a project, they will take the necessary steps to make it happen, including these fees, changes during site plan review, and other requests made by the county. Ms. Tytler asked about the wind ordinance, and if it would be a county law, or a town law. Mr. Dineen said that it would be a town law, and that the County Planning Board will be making recommendations to the towns on site plans. Ms. Tytler asked about gathering public comment on the project. Ms. Marsh said it is handled through the SEQR Process. The company will submit a Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The lead agency can ask that changes be made to the DEIS before it is even released to the public. Once the DEIS is considered “complete”, there is a public hearing and written comment period that usually lasts about four months. The county’s consultant will have to address all of those concerns.  One those are addressed, a Final Environmental Impact Statement will be submitted and the county will issue findings about environmental impacts. She said the whole SEQR process could take about eight months. Mr. Dineen said the first thing the county needs to do is set up an account for costs associated with the project. Ms. Marsh suggested an escrow account. Mr. Schrader said he would like the consultant to assist in setting up the escrow account. She said she will submit a proposal to the county for working with Hancock & Estabrook.

	Conclusions
	

	

	Soil & Water Conservation District

	Discussion
	· Ms. Barber said that a workshop was held at the Grange Building and another during the Agricultural Summit in regards to gas exploration and property leases. 

· She said another workshop may be held with John Lacey about pipelines related to gas exploration. Ms. Price said that some counties have developed resolutions or ordinances to protect the roads when gas-drilling companies begin projects, and suggested Cortland County adopt a policy. Ms. Arnold said the Highway Committee is looking into this, and has a draft of the Broome County policy. She said she will be going to the town Superintendent’s Highway Committee meeting to discuss this further. Mr. Steger said before distributing the Broome County policy to the towns, Ms. Arnold should speak with the County Attorney and Mr. Chambers, as there are some concerns they have. Mr. Steger said that pre-appraisals with a written report and photos should be done before the drilling companies begin projects.

	Conclusions
	

	

	Flooding & Stormwater Management – Carol Tytler

	Discussion
	· Ms. Tytler has drafted a letter to send to town supervisors inviting them to the next CCTVS meeting to hear Ms. Barber and Mr. Dineen speak about stormwater ordinances. She said Cortlandville and Homer are the only two municipalities with such ordinances. She said the next stormwater meeting will look into flooding issues in other portions of the county. 


	
	

	
	Parking at County Office Building

	Discussion
	· Ms. Tytler said she has been hearing complaints about parking at the County Office Building, and that people who use the bus are parking their cars and leaving on the bus. Ms. Arnold asked about the possibility of relocating the Greyhound Bus Station to Riverside Plaza. Mr. Ross said he will work with Mr. Schrader about contacting Greyhound about relocating the bus stop. Ms. Price said that there had been previous discussions about additional bus shelters in the county. Mr. Dineen said this will be discussed at the March 23 Transportation Committee meeting. He said there is about $25,000 available for bus shelters.

	
	

	
	Broadband update

	
	· Ms. Price said that New Visions has asked her to write a letter to local and state officials that New Visions has submitted a grant to bring broadband to rural Cortland County.  She said New Visions would also like a use of broadband report within the county, and she would like direction. Mr. Ross said this should be done by this committee, and he will look into it. 

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. McKee made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer.  The meeting was adjourned.

	
	

	Special notes
	· Hancock & Estabrook will submit a proposal to the county for consulting services for the proposed windmill project.
· A letter will be sent to town supervisors inviting them to a stormwater management discussion at the next CCTVS Meeting
· Mr. Dineen will draft a letter to NYALT expressing an interest in transferring farmland protection easements currently held by the county. 
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