	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	march 10, 2009
	8:30 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee called the meeting to order  at 8:33 am.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice-Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Tom Hartnett, Chad Loomis, Danny Ross and Newell Willcox. 

	attendees
	John Daniels, Chairman of the Legislature; Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Dennis Whitt, Scott Schrader, County Administrator; County Auditor; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Don Chambers, Superintendant of Highways; Bob Buerkle, Deputy Superintendant of Highways; Angela Wilde; Dan McNeil; Pat Snyder, Judy Hope Klessig; Ron Rocco, Town of Cortlandville; Steve Lissberger; Kevin Mack; Eric Mulivihill, WXHC, and Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard. 

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	February 10, 2009
Mr. Willcox made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes from the January 6, 2009 Highway Committee meeting were approved. 


	Resolutions ~ Highway Department

	


	Resolution No. 1 –  Approve Right of Way Purchase – N. Tower Road

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Willcox moved the motion.  Mr. Ross seconded the motion.  

Mr. Chambers said the project on N. Tower Road is in Capital Improvement Plan. A petition that came through the Town Board requesting the project be moved up in the schedule due to significant flooding problems in 2005 and 2006. Mr. Schrader asked why the county owns this road. Mr. Chambers said that there is a seasonal road that connects this road to a state road, which makes it difficult for residents to get in and out of the area. It is customary that collector roads that connect town roads to state roads are owned by the county. When there was a ski-resort put in that area of the county, which is no longer operational, the county took ownership of the road. Mr. Hartnett asked about the total acreage of the parcel. Mr. Buerkle said the total acreage for purchase is about 2.35 acres. Mr. Schrader asked about the traffic volume on the road. Mr. Chambers said it is a lower volume road with about 200 cars per day. Mr. Schrader asked if the road would meet the criteria for giving it back to the town. Mr. Chambers said he would look into that possibility. Mr. Chambers said the Right-Of-Way purchase would be about $75,000. Mr. Willcox asked about other costs associated with the project. Mr. Chambers said that maintenance on the road (milling and mulching) will cost about $100,000, and $200,000 on the bridge itself. Mr. Buerkle said the culvert is undersized, so a new bridge will be built. There are two feeder creeks upstream that have newer structures, both larger than the structure on N. Tower Road. The structure in place has been there for at least 20 years. Mr. Chambers said that this will convey more water, and in the 50-year flood plain there could be additional flooding and damage done to the property that could result in litigation against the county due to the project. The new design will allow the county to own the property, and pass all the water during a 50-year flood. Mr. Chambers said the Highway Department needs the approval of the Legislature before negotiating with the owner, but an appraisal has been done on the property. He said further discussion about the acquisition could be done in executive session. He said the size of the culvert is decided by software used by the Highway’s engineering department that the state DOT uses. It is not designed too large or too small, it is designed to fit the 50-year flood water and free-board volume. Mr. Chambers said The Highway Department already has the pipe, but they need to lay the foundation to put the pipe on it on. Mr. Loomis made a motion to go into executive session. Mr. Willcox seconded the motion. The Committee went into executive session. After the executive session, Mr. Hartnett made a motion to table the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Legislators McKee, Steger and Arnold voting against the motion to table. The motion was approved, and the resolution was tabled. 


	Resolution No. 2 –  Authorize Landfill Paving Project/Highway

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Willcox moved the motion.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  

Mr. Chambers explained that this resolution is allowing the county to use contaminated material found during a previous excavation. The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation had requested the material be stockpiled, covered and monitored until it could be used. It will now be used to pave the west side of the landfill extension and around the leachate tanks. The project has already been approved by the DEC, and there is money available in the budget under the landfill cell expansion project line. All members voting in favor; none were opposed.  The motion passed.  




	Resolution No. 3 – Authorize Amnesty Week – Cortland County Landfill 

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Ross moved the motion.  Mr. Willcox seconded the motion.  

Mr. Chambers explained that this is an annual event that allows the towns amnesty to drop off solid wastes other than garbage, such as tires, construction and demolition materials and metal objects. Mr. Rocco asked if this applied to individuals. Mr. Chambers said no. Mr. Steger explained that towns who participate set up drop-off locations for its residents. All members voting in favor; none were opposed.  The motion passed.  



	
	


	Clarks Corners Road Culvert Bids

	Discussion
	Mr. Chambers told the committee that the project was included in the capital improvement plan and that the Highway Department will be going out to bid for the project. No action by the committee is necessary at this point, but he wanted to keep them updated on the project. 

	

	Cortland County Flow Control

	Discussion
	Mr. Schrader handed out a copy of the Oswego County Flow Control Local Law. He said there are about 12 counties that currently implement flow control, and there are about another eight that are working on an ordinance. He said that attorney Mike Cahill has worked with other counties to institute flow control and he will see if he is willing to come speak to the committee. Ms. Price asked what the process would be in implanting flow control in Cortland County. Mr. Schrader said that a local law would have to created, and the appropriate public hearing held. Once the local law is adopted, there would need to be a permitting, enforcement and penalty process put in place. Ms. Arnold asked about phasing in of the local law. Mr. Schrader said it could be implemented within 90 days of the local law being adopted. Mr. Daniels said that this topic came about because of a suggested increase in the tipping fee, and that this could be an alternative to that increase, as it would potentially increase the revenues at the landfill. Mr. Loomis asked about other long-term costs associated with flow control, and noted that with increased number of tips at the landfill, the county would also be reducing the life of the site, and creating additional leachate. Mr. Daniels suggested a special meeting of the Highway Committee to deal specifically with this topic, and that the appropriate attorney’s and haulers should be invited. The committee agreed that this was a good idea and a special meeting will be set up.

	

	Gas Drilling Policy


	Ms. Arnold said that she had distributed a copy of the Broome County policy instituted to protect the county against damage done to roads during a gas drilling project. She asked that the county administrator and the highway department review the policy and consider something similar for Cortland County. Ms. Price introduced Judy Klessig of Virgil. Ms. Klessig spoke of a landowners coalition that has been created in other counties that helps landowners realize the risks associated with the drilling and ways to maximize potential profits. She said there are currently about 125,000 acres under lease in Cortland County. She said that pipelines are also necessary for these projects and that could become an issue to landowners. She said that in addition to protecting the roads from gas drilling companies, the county should consider including windmill projects as well. She said because the county is not a permitting agency, a standardized road preservation law is one of the county’s only options to protect itself. She said that the DEC has the overview of all other aspects of a drilling project. She also said that Broome County Attorney Joe Salazar would be willing to come speak to the committee about this.  

	Commodity Purchasing

	Mr. Chambers noted that new legislation may not allow towns to piggyback on a county’s bidding process for commodities that include a labor aspect, because of a minimum prevailing wage. He said the county should no longer be allowing the towns to piggyback on the bidding process, and asked the County Attorney to look into this. Mr. Chambers said that he has notified the executives of each town and village, as well as the highway superintendents about this change. Ms. Price said that this could have a serious impact on the towns. She said this would be a good topic for the next CCTVS meeting, and mentioned the possibility of a resolution proposing the state legislature to overturn this legislation.

	

	Cortland County Airport Masterplan

	Mr. Buerkle distributed paperwork relating to the airport master plan and the final report for the plan. Mr. Rocco also distributed a table showing the history of county budgets from 2002 through 2009. Mr. Rocco stated that several residents had requested of him, as a councilman for the town of Cortlandville, to request three tables at the upcoming Airport Open House, yet to be scheduled. He said he has tried contacting Mr. Buerkle regarding this request, as well as the County Administrator’s office, but has gotten no response back. Ms. Arnold asked that the Environmental Assessment document be made available to legislators before it is sent to the FAA.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Steger made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. The meeting was adjourned, 

	Special notes
	· Agenda Item No. 1, Right of Way Purchase, was tabled until the April Committee meeting.

· A special Highway Committee meeting will be set up to discuss flow control and Mike Cahill and local haulers will be invited.

· Commodity purchasing will be an agenda item at the March CCTVS Committee meeting.
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