	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	June 9, 2009
	8:30 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee called the meeting to order at 8:33 am.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice-Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Tom Hartnett, Newell Willcox and Danny Ross. 

	attendees
	Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Larry Cornell, legislator; Don Chambers, Highway; Scott Evener, Safety Officer; Tony Pace, Judy Hope-Klessig; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mary Bielby, League of Women Voters; Scott Schrader, County Administrator.

	not present
	Chad Loomis

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Willcox made a motion to accept the minutes of May 12, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolutions ~ Highway Department


	Resolution No. 1 – Specialized Engineering Services Agreement - Highway

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Willcox made a motion, seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Chambers noted that the resolution did not have a monetary value for the services. He said he is working with the firm to get a definite number and define the cope of the project. He asked the committee to forward the resolution to Budget & Finance, where he will present the final number. Mr. Willcox asked if the county should be doing to be prepared to apply for federal funds that Senator Schumer spoke about at a press conference at the dam last month. Mr. Chambers said a site needs to be shovel ready, which this site will be, once the engineering is complete. Mr. Hartnett asked about the likelihood of receiving money, considering the Little York Lake dam is considered a low-level priority dam. Mr. Chambers said he has spoken to Mr. Schumer’s office in an attempt to get money for Little York specifically earmarked in the allocation, rather than applying for funds. Mr. Chambers said there were eight RFPs sent out and Gomez & Sullivan Engineers specialize in dams and are very qualified for the project. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was passed.


	Resolution No. 2 –  Amend Budget/Accept Funds – Highway Dept./Park

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Willcox made the motion.  Mr. Hartnett seconded the motion. Mr. Chambers said that this resolution will accept $1,000 from the Cortland Repertory Theatre as a donation to help offset the costs of painting the pavilion at Little York Park. He said the building is being re-painted to more accurately match the original color of the structure, which was a dark red, with cream-colored trim. Mr. Willcox asked about lead abatement in the paint. Mr. Chambers said that will be addressed by the contractor. All members voting in favor; none were opposed.  The motion passed.  


	Cortland County Amnesty Week Report 

	Discussion
	Mr. Chambers distributed a copy of the Amnesty Week report from 2008 and 2009. Mr. Willcox said there was a significant number of tires and hoped towns and villages were not saving tires all year long to take advantage of Amnesty Week. 


	Landfill Dumping Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Chambers said last year the committee asked that before going out to bid for the dumpster service, he look into doing the job in-house. He said he has looked into this, and he would need to purchase two new dumpsters and a hook hoist to fit on an existing dump truck. He said the annual contract for dumping services is $8,300. Purchasing the new equipment will be between $30,000 to $35,000. Mr. Ross asked about the possibility of getting used dumpsters, rather than new ones. Mr. Hartnett asked about a used or re-built hoist. Mr. Chambers said there is money in his budget for this project. Mr. Willcox asked about the costs to the county on an annual basis in maintenance and personnel. Mr. Chambers said he thinks it would be about $1,000 per year, based on personnel and fuel. He also said the state will not sell a hoist at state bid prices unless a new truck is also purchased. The committee asked Mr. Chambers to look into the possibility of a used/rebuilt hoist. 

	

	4H Camp Donation of Service

	Discussion
	Mr. Chambers said the 4H program has asked to borrow an air compressor for jackhammer work on the foundation of buildings at Camp Owahta. Mr. Purser said 4H should sign a release waiver, releasing the county from costs or liability. Mr. Willcox asked who would be operating and transporting the compressor. Mr. Chambers said a Highway Department employee will transport the equipment, and volunteer his time to operate it. The committee granted approval, pending a waiver being signed.


	

	Other Discussion Items

	· Mike May Construction has offered to donate time and materials to Cortland Repertory Theatre for a railing to be placed on the first floor porch, facing the wade pool. Mr. Chambers recommends getting an insurance certificate from the company. Mr. Evener also requested Mike May apply for a building permit.

· July 25 has been set for Hazardous Waste collection, and the Department of Environmental Conservation will be sending a letter to confirm. Residents who would like to drop off hazardous materials must call to set up an appointment.
· Ms. Arnold said that a summit on gas drilling will be held June 20. Ms. Klessig said there are 20 counties attempting to establish a lobbying group in Albany to allow for more local control on gas drilling regulations and apportioning a larger percentage of revenues to owners and local municipalities.  Ms. Price said the county should be considering local laws to help protect the county infrastructure. Mr. Hartnett agreed, and said landowners need to be informed and asked what the county could do to help spread the word of the potential problems. Mr. Steger noted that the CCTVS meeting has had several discussions on this. Mr. Ross said town supervisors also need to be involved in meetings and seminars. He also said that Dan Dineen of the planning department is working on mapping all of the property in the county currently under lease for gas drilling. 
· Mr. Chambers distributed a copy of items to potentially be sold at auction. He said there will be no cost to the county for the auction, as there is a premium paid by the buyer. 



	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Ross. The meeting was adjourned, 

	Special notes
	· Household Hazardous Waste collection day will be held July 25. 
· The costs for engineering services for Little York Lake Dam will be provided at the Budget & Finance meeting. 
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