	Cortland County 
Budget and Finance Committee



	Minutes
	June 18, 2009
	8:00 aM
	County Office Building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Troy called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Meeting 

	committee Members present
	John Troy, Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Tom Hartnett, Danny Ross, Tony Piombo and Sandy Price

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor; Carolyn Kennedy, Deputy County Treasurer; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; John Carroll, Brianne Parker, Kevin Whitney and Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Rob Corpora, Information Technology; Karen and Emmett Lang, Blixy Taetzsch and Carl Haynes, TC3; Tony Pace; John Daniels, Chairman of the Legislature; 

	not present
	Newell Willcox

	

	Minutes Approval

	May 21, 2009, Budget & Finance Committee Meeting
May 28, 2009 Budget & Finance Committee Special Meeting
Mr. Troy called for a motion to approve the minutes from the May 21 and May 28, 2009. Mr. Piombo made a motion to adopt the minutes. Mr. Hartnett seconded the motion. All members voting in favor, none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed.

	

	Agenda

Item No. 1
	Authorize Apportionment of Mortgage Tax Monies

	discussion
	Mr. Piombo made a motion to approve the resolution.  Mr. Ross seconded the motion.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.


	Conclusion
	

	

	Agenda

Item No. 2
	Adopt 2009-2010 Operating Budget – Tompkins Cortland Community College

	discussion
	 Mr. Hartnett made a motion to approve the resolution. Mr. Ross seconded the motion.  Mr. Carl Haynes, President of Tompkins Cortland Community College reviewed the proposed 2009-2010 budget with the committee. He said Tompkins County has already approved the budget. Mr. Daniels pointed out that the sponsor’s contribution in cash is going up, but the sponsor’s share per student is going down, and that tuition is going up. He said the sponsors and the college need to ensure that the Community College remains an affordable option. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	Conclusion
	

	

	CONSENT AGENDA
	Consent Agenda

Agenda Item No. 3 – Specialized Engineering Services Agreement – Little York Lake Dam

Agenda Item No. 4 – Amend Budget/Accept Funds – Highway Department/Park 

Agenda Item No. 5 – Award RFP; Authorize Contract; Authorize Bond – Design of a New Cortland County Interoperable Emergency Communications System
Agenda Item No. 6 – Amend Budget - Mental Health 

Agenda Item No. 7 – Amend Budget – Area Agency on Aging
Agenda Item No. 8 – Amend Res. No. 20-09/Authorize Agreements: Youth Bureau

	discussion
	Mr. Troy asked that Agenda Item No. 5 be pulled from the consent agenda and acted on separately. Ms. Price made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Piombo seconded the motion.  All members voting in favor; none opposed.  The motion passed. 

	Conclusion
	

	

	Agenda

Item No. 5
	Award RFP; Authorize Contract; Authorize Bond – Design of New Cortland County Interoperable Emergency Communication System

	discussion
	Agenda Item No. 5 was part of the Consent Agenda and was removed for further discussion at the request of Mr. Troy.  Mr. Hartnett made a motion to approve Agenda Item No. 5. Seconded by Mr. Piombo. Mr. Daniels said the resolution will authorize bonding for the project, but that the initial cost will come from cash. Once the county bonds for the total project next year, the costs for design of the system will be included in the bond. Mr. Whitney said that Langone Associates was initially the recommended engineer for the services, but after interviews and reference checks, the Communications Advisory Board is recommending a contract with Federal Engineering. Mr. Hartnett said it could take up to a year for the engineering to be done. Mr. Whitney said the estimated completion date of the total project will be August of 2012, which will be in time for the Jan. 1, 2013 mandate. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.


	Conclusion
	

	

	
	Other Items

	Discussion
	· Mr. Troy asked if anyone has taken advantage of paying back taxes. Ms. Kennedy said one person has paid.  
· The Treasurer’s Office has filed the necessary documents required by the state.

· Ms. Kennedy told the committee the county is down about $37,000 in sales tax figures from the same quarter 2008, which brings the total to $679,500 below last year’s figures. Ms. Arnold requested a mid-year budget report at the next meeting.

	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Piombo made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights:

· A mid-year budget report will be presented in July
· One person has paid delinquent taxes and penalties
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