	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	July 9, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:06 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Carol Tytler

	attendees
	Sandy Price, legislator; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Mary Bielby, League of Women Voters; Judy Hope Klessig; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe, John Steger, Gene Waldbauer

	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. McKee made a motion to adopt the minutes of May 14, 2009.  Ms. Tytler seconded the motion.  Mr. Ross and Ms. Arnold asked corrections be made. All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved, pending changes.

	

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Agreement – TCI Renewables/Windmill Project

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Tytler.  Mr. Schrader said the county has hired Hancock & Estabrook to assist the county as lead agency on the windmill project. The proposed agreement would establish an escrow account to pay for fees associated with Hancock & Estabrook, as well as an environmental consultant to assist during environmental reviews. He said TCI Renewables has agreed with the proposal, but costs are being negotiated. He said the county has received a proposal from Labella Associates for an estimated $66,000, and that Hancock & Estabrook anticipates a similar fee. Mr. Schrader said the proposal calls for a $30,000 deposit in the escrow account up front. Once the account is down to $10,000, an additional $30,000 will be deposited  each time. Ms. Tytler asked who oversees the actual construction of the project. Mr. Schrader said that would be Phase II of the project, if it progresses that far. He said that Labella could also oversee construction, but that it would be a separate contract. Mr. Schrader said he hopes to have a resolution next month to contract with Labella or another environmental consultant. He said he will also try to provide a tentative timeline with goals and objectives for the county, towns and developers.  Mr. Schrader said if TCI did not agree with the proposed escrow fees then the resolution would be pulled from the floor of the legislature. He said there are about $3,000 in fees already  billed, awaiting payment once the account is set up.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Mr. Ross asked for an update on the New York Agricultural Land Trust. Mr. Schrader said he has heard nothing new. Mr. Ross asked that a NYALT representative be invited to the August meeting. 
· Mr. Schrader said that a drilling company had filed an action with the DEC to require the county to commit to a mineral lease. He said it appears that law dictates, through compulsory integration, that any property owner can be required to enter into a mineral lease with a driller if a certain percentage of surrounding property is already leased. The county was in the process of preparing a defense to this when the drilling company withdrew their action. 

Ms. Arnold said the DEC has put a short moratorium on horizontal drilling permits to allow time to prepare an draft environmental impact statement. Judy Hope-Klessig said there is an effort to establish a gas-drilling municipal  coalition that will assist towns and counties in defending themselves against the impacts of drilling. Mr. Ross said he will speak to Chairman Daniels about this, and Mr. Schrader will speak to NYSAC about including Cortland County in this effort. 

Mr. Schrader said he will speak with Hancock & Estabrook to see if it’s possible to take the same approach with drilling companies as the county is with the windmill project, in terms of establishing escrow accounts and assisting in establishing environmental regulations. 
· Ms. Tytler said that due to new obligations at work, she is requesting someone else to chair the Flooding/Storm Water Management Sub-Committee. Mr. Ross said he will speak with Brenda DeRusso about this, as she is currently working on a Hazard Mitigation plan, which could possibly be incorporated into the mission of that sub-committee. The committee thanks Ms. Tytler for her work with the sub-committee. 

· Ms. Tytler asked if there has been any discussions about relocating the Greyhound Bus station, or about avoiding parking problems in the County Office Building parking lot. Mr. Schrader and Mr. Ross said they do not think the parking issues are caused by residents driving to the bus station. Mr. Schrader said there have been discussions about relocating the Greyhound bus station to Riverside Plaza, but that those plans are on hold until other plaza renovations are completed. Ms. Price asked about the status of building new bus shelters. Mr. Schrader said that is also on hold until First Transit looks into re-routing some of their routes. Mr. Ross said there is already a location ready for a shelter in McGraw. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. McKee made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Tytler.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	A representative from the New York Agricultural Land Trust will be invited to the August meeting to discuss NYALT holding the conservation easements on County farms. 
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