	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	january 8, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross @ 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Steve Dafoe; Eugene Waldbauer; Carol Tytler

	attendees
	Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Dan Dineen, Planning Department, Amanda Barber, Soil & Water Conservation; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; and Syd McEvoy, Cornell Cooperative Extension; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard.

	ABSENT
	John Steger

	

	Minutes Approval

	December 4, 2008, Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee Meeting

Mr. Ross called for a motion to move the approval of the minutes from the December 4, 2008 Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee meeting.  Mr. McKee made a motion to adopt the minutes.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  Ms. Barber noted she had small correction. All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting were approved with corrections.

	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Chairman To Sign Agreement - Planning Department

(Cortland County and Central New York Regional Planning & Development Board 2009)

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Mr. Dafoe seconded the motion.  

Mr. Waldbauer asked what services were provided by both the CNY Regional Planning and Development Board, and the Southern Tier East Regional Planning and Development Board. Mr. Dineen said the County currently belongs to both organizations. He said with CNY the primary focus is economic development projects, who has helped with acquiring funding for the Finger Lakes East Technology Park.  He said the Southern Tier East has been working with the county on the Rural Broadband Conference, and is assisting on the Shared Services project in Cincinnatus and Willet. Ms. Tytler said funding has also been secured for the Beard Building cooperative project with SUNY Cortland. Mr. Ross said funding was also secured through this group for a wing of the hospital, as well as a study on invasive species in the region. Ms. Tytler said Cortland County is in a unique position that allows them to be in both agencies. Mr. Dineen said the dues the member counties pay is a small fraction of the agencies budgets. Mr. Ross serves as the Chair of the Southern Tier East Regional Planning and Development Board. Mr. Mckee is the county representative on the board. Mr. Dineen serves as the Regional Development Committee for Southern Tier East. Mr. Waldbauer asked to be informed of when future meetings are held.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#2 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Agreement/Planning Department - (Cortland County and Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board 2009)

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Tytler moved the motion.  Ms. Arnold seconded the motion.  



	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#3 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Agreements ~ Amend 2009 Budget Planning Department 

Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance Grant

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Arnold moved the motion.  Ms. Tytler seconded the motion.  
Mr. Dineen said the estimates for 2009 were based on numbers from 2008. He said there is an additional $36,479 in state funding this year, which is figured on a certain amount per mile of trails. Ms. Tytler pointed out that the 7% retained by the county is for administration of the grant, and if the clubs throughout the county could manage the funds themselves, then they could keep that money. Mr. Waldbauer asked if the 7% covers the costs the county incurs. Mr. Dineen said no. Mr. McKee said Chenango and Madison counties have an association that administer their own funds. Ms. Arnold asked what percentage of the costs are met by the 7%. Mr. Dineen said about half of the cost is covered. Ms. Tytler said that that is an acceptable cost to the county, as the Planning Department also provides a service to the community, and that snowmobiling brings in revenue to the county.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried..

	

	#4 Resolution
	Authorize Payment - Cortland County 

(Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District)

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Tytler moved the motion.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  

Ms. Barber said that SWCD is working through a transition at the grange building, with the USDA relocating, which SWCD relied on for a number of costs. Another tenant has not been found yet. Mr. McEvoy noted that there had been conversations about Cornell Cooperative Extension using the space, but that there is just not enough available square-footage. 


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#5 Resolution
	Authorize Agreement - Cornell Cooperative Extension

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Tytler moved the motion.  Ms. Arnold seconded the motion.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#6 Resolution
	Authorize Agreement – Federation of Sportsmen

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Tytler moved the motion.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  

Ms. Tytler asked what services are provided by the Sportsmen. Mr. Ross said the Federation administers a pheasant-raising program, as well as a youth fishing derby at Casterline Pond, offer hunter safety courses and provide scholarships for children to go to Camp Owhata. Mr. Ross said he would like to see a larger fishing derby in the spring for all residents. Ms. Arnold asked if someone from the Federation could come to a committee meeting. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#7 Resolution
	Authorize Agreement – Lime Hollow Nature Center

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Ms. Tytler seconded the motion.  

Mr. Waldbauer asked if LHNC had resolved problems they had with the Finger Lakes East Business Park. Mr. Dineen said that yes, the lots had been re-drawn to allow for more space between the road and the Chicago Bog. Mr. Dineen said those changes should go before the county Planning Department in February. Ms. Tytler asked about the funding for Lime Hollow, relative to other agency requests. Ms. Price said it was the recommendation of the County Administrator. Mr. Waldbauer pointed out that Lime Hollow asked for $38,000. Ms. Tytler asked if a report could be created to analyze the amount given to each agency, relative to community impacts. Mr. Waldbauer asked if snowmobiles are allowed on LHNC trails. Mr. Ross said only on the Cortland County Linear Trail, the rest of Lime Hollow is posted for now snowmobiles. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	Discussions & Reports

	Soil & Water Conservation Update ~ Amanda Barber

	Discussion
	Ms. Barber distributed and discussed a handout highlighting SWCD activities.  (See attached). Ms. Tytler asked about the status of the GrazeNY program. Ms. Barber said that the program did get funded for 2008. They are waiting to hear back on funding for 2009, and are preparing the paperwork for 2010 funding. 

	

	Cornell Cooperative Extension – Syd McEvoy

	Discussion
	· Mr. McEvoy said that CCE is getting ready for the Volunteer Income Tax Assessment Program, which is set to begin Jan. 22. There are 11 volunteers at this point, three more than last year. There are sites set up in Harford, Willet, Scott, McGraw, Cincinnatus, McGraw, Homer and Cortland, and they are looking for a private location in Marathon. 
· He said there is also an Americorps volunteer working on a community garden program in Virgil and McGraw. There is now a master gardener on staff at CCE.

· Feb. 7 and 14 there will be a beginner farmers workshops, and Feb. 21 Graze NY and SWCD will also have a program.

· The Family Fun and Resource Center has expanded hours for families to stop by two nights a week.

· Mr. McEvoy thanked Ms. Arnold, for her work on the wind project at Camp Owahta, and CCE is closer to signing a lease with TCE Renewables.

	

	Alternative Energy Sub-Committee – Mr. Ross

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross said he would like to form an Alternative Energy Sub-Committee. He asked for volunteers to serve on the committee, and would like representatives from CCE and SWCD. The first meeting will be in February, and the topic will be gas exploration. 


	

	Farmland Protection Meeting - Ms. Arnold

	Ms. Arnold said that she has spoken with Jeremy Cosgrove, Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, who is willing to come to Cortland and meet with the committee. Ms. Arnold said that prior to meeting with Mr. Cosgrove, she would like to get together with interested parties and the farmland protection board to discuss the vision of the county’s farmland protection. After discussion it was decided a meeting will be held February 4 at noon at the County Office Building. The date to meet with Mr. Cosgrove will be established after this meeting. 

	

	Stormwater Management Sub-Committee – Ms. Tytler

	Ms. Tytler said that the county and city are working out the logistics regarding a survey of the Waterworks Property. The county will be providing a dump truck and a driver once the project to build a ”birm” is ready to get started. The next meeting will be held Jan. 21 at 8 a.m. 

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Waldbauer made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. McKee.  Mr. Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:02 a.m.

	Special notes
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