	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	1-7-09
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; John Troy; Mike McKee; Larry Cornell; Dan Tagliente; Kathie Wilcox

	attendees
	Carol Deloff; Ed Purser; Kristen Monroe; Judy Davison, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann.

	not present
	

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Troy.  Ms. Deloff asked a correction be made. All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes approved, pending corrections

	Agenda topics

	

	Department Reports:  Agenda Item No. 1 – Authorize Agreement – Youth Programs Block Grant
Department of Social Services – Kristen Monroe
Youth Bureau – Manny Lann

	Discussion
	Ms. Monroe said that Governor Patterson’s proposed budget has presented cuts that could drastically affect both the DSS and the COPS funding for the Persons In Need of Supervision program, which is a 70 percent reimbursement program. She said the cuts to this program could be retroactive to October of 2008. She is working with the Probation Department to see if mandated PINS cases can be handled by probation, thereby restoring state aid. Mr. Schrader said that other counties are looking into the same thing, which the state may not anticipate. He also said that such a change would have to be approved by the state anyway. Mr. Lann said the same cuts could also affect the Youth Bureau because of cooperative programs with DSS, like the youth detention fund, which has always been 50 percent reimbursable. He distributed a copy of a proposed resolution (Agenda Item No. 1). Mr. Lann said that the Youth Bureau usually gets about $150,000 per year that is passed through to other municipalities for administrative costs. The largest portion of this, about $50,000 goes to the city of Cortland Youth Bureau. Mr. Lann said letters will be going out to municipalities notifying the municipalities that funding this year will be to support programs, rather than administration. He said this could also affect the status of the Youth Board, in that it could effectively cease to exist. Mr. Schrader said that if the Youth Board is abolished, it will be the decision of legislature as to which youth programs will be funded. He said if the detention money is used up on programs, anything further will be 100 percent county funded. This will force more financial and program accountability in the department. Mr. Schrader also said that the Youth Board is not state mandated, but that the county could continue to use the services of the board as an advisory group if it was the wish of the legislature. Ms. Price called for a motion.  Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; None opposed; Motion carried.

	

	Employment & Training Grant Administration – Judy Davison

	Discussion
	· Ms. Davison said the regions for E&T have changed. She said Cortland used to be more aligned with the Mohawk Valley Region, and now is more aligned with the Central New York region. She said there is a new regional administrator, and there will be a resolution at the January legislative session appointing the new administrator to the Workforce Investment Board. 
· Depending on the outcome of a Federal Economic Stimulus Package, Employment and Training may get additional funding. 

· Ms.  Davison said they have continued to see an increase in dislocated workers, and a recent announcement of Barden Homes closing the Preble office would not help the situation. She said the department may not have the money to cover all the dislocations. 


	

	Area Agency on Aging – Carol Deloff

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said the governor would like to cut funding, about $50,000 for Cortland County, for the long-term care insurance program.

· She said that the EPIC program may see additional funding through the state budget

· The Aging office has seen and processed about 410 people as part of the Medicaid Part D program.  

	


	Department of Social Services – Kristen Monroe

	Discussion
	Ms. Monroe said she wanted the committee to know that local attorney Larry Knickerbocker has filed the appropriate paperwork regarding the Stewart Place complaint. She said it is her understanding that the defendants have 20 days to file a response.

	

	Conclusions
	

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  All members voting Aye. The meeting was adjourned.
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