	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	february 12, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross @ 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Steve Dafoe; Carol Tytler; John Steger

	attendees
	Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Dan Dineen, Planning Department, Amanda Barber, Soil & Water Conservation; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Maureen Knapp, and Jerry Creighton

	ABSENT
	Gene Waldbauer

	

	Minutes Approval

	January 8, 2009, Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee Meeting

Mr. Ross called for a motion to move the approval of the minutes of the January 8, 2009 Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee meeting.  Mr. Steger made a motion to adopt the minutes.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed.

	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County SPCA

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger Mr. McKee asked what service the SPCA provides that is not provided by Country Acres in Homer. Mr. Ross explained that this is specifically for animal cruelty and investigations, while Mr. Burhans provides mostly animal and pest control. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#2 RESOLUTION
	Authorization to participate as co-applicant with the Southern tier East Regional Planning & Development Board in its grant application titled the Southern Tier East Regional Geospatial Resource Program – Planning Department

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Ms. Tytler seconded the motion.  Mr. Dineen explained that this grant for $50,000 is to do a regional GIS database and provide training for GIS professionals in the region. He said there would be a 10 percent match, that would be covered by Southern Tier East, and there would be no cost to the county. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	#3 RESOLUTION
	Amend 2009 Budget – Transportation Needs Assessment Study

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler moved the motion.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  Mr. Dineen said this is a grant from the Department of Transportation to do a needs assessment of the transportation system for the county. It was anticipated it would be done in 2008, but due to route changes it took longer and this is carrying over the money to complete the project. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried..

	

	department update
	Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District

	Discussion
	· Ms. Barber said her department is working on the SEQR process for the city’s retention basin, and she will be able to report more at the next meeting.
· She noted that National Agriculture Week is coming up and the legislature will make a proclamation at the February meeting.

· The Agricultural Luncheon is scheduled for March 17, St. Patrick’s Day. There will be a “green theme.”
· Ms. Tytler noted that the next meeting of the Flooding and Stormwater Management Subcommittee will be Feb.25. She also said that Dan Dineen and Amanda Barber will be presenting at the March CCTVS meeting.

	Conclusions
	

	Farmland Protection Forum – Legislator Arnold

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold gave a brief review of the Farmland Protection Forum held Feb. 4. She said a meeting with Jerry Cosgrove, Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture will be held after the Agricultural Summit at the Ramada Inn at 2:45 p.m. Feb. 24. She said the major topic of discussion will be who holds easements for Purchased Development Rights on county farmland, as well as other alternatives for preserving local farmland. Ms. Arnold said she would like the committee to discuss the possibility of an outside agency holding the easements, rather than the county. One reason is because of turnover in the county attorney’s office, which handles the legal aspects of the PDR process. Ms. Tytler said she would like to review minutes from previous meetings when the county first decided to hold the easements. The clerk said he would attempt to locate these minutes. Ms. Knapp said that her farm in Preble was the first to go through the PDR process, and at the time the BDC/IDA set up a Local Agricultural Development Company to hold the easement. In the years that followed she has learned a lot more about the process and it was decided that the LDC would no longer hold the easements because they are not considered a municipal entity and could not there fore sign the contracts. She said she doesn’t know if that company still even exists. She said that the New York Agricultural Land Trust was created to hold easements on farms in the region from Seneca to Montgomery counties. She said as election cycles replace legislators, the institutional memory of the program is lost. She said that the application process, the annual monitoring process, and farms getting broken up is a lengthy and complex process and NYALT is better suited to handle it. Ms. Tytler asked what the farms want or expect from the entity holding the easement. Ms. Barber said there is an annual monitoring that needs to be done to ensure that the standards of the PDR are being upheld. Ms. Knapp said there needs to be education for new farm owners in the purchasing process and that NYALT is in a better position to provide that. Mr. Ross asked if the land trust had an attorney on staff, and if the trust did the annual monitoring. Ms. Knapp said yes to both questions. Ms. Tytler asked if the entities holding the easements are being paid to do so. Ms. Barber said yes, but only in the initial grant, not on an annual basis. Ms. Knapp said farmers are also making donations to NYALT to continue operations, and other grants and funding sources are being reviewed. Ms. Arnold said that if NYALT were to take over the program, it would reduce the amount of work done by the county planning department and the county attorney’s office, and that she does not see a good reason not to pursue working with NYALT. Mr. Ross agreed and said that this can be discussed at the next Ag/Planning meeting. Ms. Tytler asked if NYALT was non-profit and held a 501C3 certificate. Ms. Knapp said yes. Ms. Tytler asked for a list of the easements the county holds, the year they were acquired and the amount of money associated with those easements, and the costs of county stewardship. Mr. Creighton said that he feels the farmland protection PDR program is geared solely toward obtaining the state grant funds, but that there are other protection programs that could and should be investigated. 


	Conclusions
	

	

	Discussions & Reports

	Discussion
	· Ms. Arnold said a second location has been determined for a new farmers market. It will be held in the parking lot of the former Cortland Crescent building on East Court Street. The plan is to start June 6, on Saturdays. There is the option of holding the market indoors or outdoors, with bathroom facilities. Ms. Arnold also said that there is the possibility of having a vendor open year round to sell local produce. 
· Mr. Dineen distributed a list of people who wished to serve on an alternative energy sub-committee (see attached). He said the primary topics of the committee will be gas exploration and wind power. Ms. Arnold said she would like her name included on the list, as well as Carl Klein. Mr. Ross said the gas exploration topic will be covered first. Mr. Ross said he would like to discuss changing the time of Ag/Planning with Personnel to allow for a sub-committee meeting to follow. Mr. Steger and Ms. Tytler said staying at 8 a.m. would be preferred. Mr. Ross said he will look into it some more. Ms. Price said that Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. there is a gas exploration meeting at the NYS Grange sponsored by the SWCD, and that all members of the sub-committee should be encouraged to attend. A regular meeting time can then be established after the Feb. 19 workshop.
· Mr. Dineen sad that at the March 18 at 6:30 p.m. at 37 Church Street at the County Planning Board meeting a guest speaker will talk about the Marcellus Shale region and gas exploration. 

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Steger made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. McKee.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
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