	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	Feburary 10, 2009
	10:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Williams called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Tom Williams, Chairman; Gene Waldbauer, Vice-Chairman; Tom Hartnett, Chad Loomis, Tony Piombo, Danny Ross and Don Spaulding

	attendees
	Kathie Arnold, legislator; Bob Duell, Director of Fire & Emergency Management; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Jane Goldner, Probation; Capt. Bud Rigg, Sheriff’s Department; Lee Price, Sheriff; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Dennis Whitt, County Auditor. 

	Not present
	

	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2008, Judiciary & Publics Safety Committee Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolution ~ Sheriff’s Department

	

	#1 RESOLUTION


	Authorize Agreement/Amend Budget – Child Passenger Safety Program

	#2 Resolution
	Authorize Agreement/Amend Budget – Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee

	#3 resolution
	Amend Budget – Homeland Security Grant/Sheriff’s Department

	#4 resolution
	Amend Budget – Forfeited Proceeds – Sheriff’s Department

	Discussion
	Sheriff Price said that the child safety program has about 60 people utilize it each year. He said the Traffic Safety Grant is for the corridor along Route 281 and Tompkins Street Extension. The Homeland Security Grant will purchase a tape-recording system and a new radio. He said the forfeited funds were taken from drug deals.  Mr. Williams asked for a motion to handle all four resolutions as a consent agenda. Mr. Waldbauer made the motion. Seconded by Mr. Piombo. All members voting in favor. Mr. Williams asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Ross moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Piombo. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and Agenda Items 1 through 4 were approved.


	Conclusions
	

	#5 resolution
	Requesting the State of New York to House New York State Parole Violators

	Discussion
	Sheriff Price said this resolution would not cost the county any money, but could end up saving some money. He said this is asking the state to take parole violators back to the prisons to have hearings. He said as of now there are eight parole violators in the jail, and that is costing the county money, especially considering the state will be cutting revenues to cover these costs. Mr. Ross moved the motion, seconded by Mr. Piombo. Mr. Waldbauer asked why the number of inmates at state prisons is going down. Sheriff Price said he thought it was because they are letting them go on parole to save money, but that often they find the same people back in county prisons and the costs associated with that get passed on to the towns and counties. He said this resolution will let the state know that counties can not take the burden of state parolees. Mr. Waldbauer noted that the resolution is not taking any action, but is asking the state to take action and make changes. Mr. Ross asked if other counties are doing this as well. Sheriff Price said several other counties are passing this resolution as well. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion carried.

	Other Discussion Items
	· Sheriff Price said his department is already working with the District Attorney’s Office and the County Administrator to save money in 2009 and plan for 2010. He said he is looking at overtime pay, but that it is very difficult to cut this as an emergency response department. He does have a few vacant positions, but it may be less expensive to use overtime than fill positions. Mr. Whitt agreed that essential overtime is determined by the department heads, and that public safety is difficult to curtail.
· Mr. Williams asked for a monthly report from the Sheriff’s Department highlighting extra-ordinary costs that are not typical for the department. 
· Captain Rigg said that the clientele at the jail is changing significantly from what they have seen in the past, with more inmates needing both physical and mental health services than ever before. Ms. Goldner agreed that the Probation Department is seeing similar trends. Sheriff Price said that the mental health issues don’t only affect the Sheriff’s budget, but also the Mental Health Department’s budget. 

· Ms. Goldner said that Probation is working with DSS for the Persons In Need of Supervision, and the program has seen some potential funding cuts from the state, and Kristen Monroe has been able to get a verbal approval to continue the program through a different funding source, but that it has created a significant amount of additional paperwork for the Probation Department. 

· Ms. Price said that with Spring on the way, inmates may be available, depending on the Sheriff’s budget and overtime. Sheriff Price said it is difficult to select inmates, overtime costs and associated liability. Mr. Boylan said that four inmates came to the Records Center last week with Captain  Rigg and they were  a great help.
· Mr. Williams asked Mr. Whitt to prepare a cost analysis of the Conflict Attorney’s office, comparing how much was spent in outside legal counsel in the last year and a half. Mr. Whitt said he would take care of it. Mr. Williams said he will invite Mr. Miller to attend that meeting.

	
	

	Adjournment
	Mr. Ross made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Piombo. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.
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