	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	April 9, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; John Steger and Carol Tytler. Gene Waldabuer was excused

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning Department, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe

	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adopt the minutes of March 12, 2009.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved pending corrections.

	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Capital Assistance Grant Application – NYSDOT Planning for Localities

	Discussion
	Mr. Steger moved the motion. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. Mr. Dineen said this is for two 30-passenger busses to serve the Cornell run.  It will double the number of runs to Cornell, which is necessary. There are about 40 people that use that run each day. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	
	Cortland County Transportation Needs Assessment Final Report

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen said the report was done at the request of the Transportation Advisory Committee. It looked at the current bus system and ways it can be improved. It also looked at the possibility of nights and weekend services, and a connection with Centro in Tully for Syracuse routes. One recommendation was to hire a full-time transportation advisor. There is funding available for a one-year term through DOT. The study also recommended consolidating or coordinating bus services, as there are several providers in the county. Ms. Tytler agreed, saying that Head Start, and the county’s bus service often follow the same routes, and that could be consolidated to save money. Also, the third suggestion was managing and altering the routes themselves. A connection with Centro in Tully was recommended. The Transportation Advisory Committee will meet April 20 to further review the study. The study also recommended formalizing the Transportation Advisory Committee by resolution through the legislature. 
Mr. Dineen said that there is about $25,000 available for bus shelters. Locations have been difficult to identify because of liability and maintenance concerns. Mr. Ross said there has been a location identified in the village of McGraw for a new bus shelter.

Ms. Tytler asked if any progress had been made in relocating the Greyhound Bus to alleviate parking problems in the County Office Building lot. Mr. Ross said he will meet with Mr. Schrader regarding this.  Mr. Dineen said that Riverside Plaza is one option, and that P&C is very interested in selling the bus tickets. He said Greyhound is happy where they are on Central Ave.

	Conclusions
	

	

	
	Conservation Easement Monitoring Inspection Team Report - 2008

	Discussion
	The committee was given copies of the 2008 inspection reports for the Chace, Sears and Henderson farms. Mr. Dineen said he has written a letter to NYALT, and they would like to meet with the committee in May.  He said the County has never been audited on the inspections, but that the reports are kept on file in his office. He said there were no changes made to the Henderson farm, and that the Chace and Sears farms have several new farm buildings, and the Chace farm has 300 new head of cattle, but he noted that there were no violations in 2008 and the farms are in compliance with regulations. 

	Conclusions
	

	

	Local Agriculture Promotion Sub-Committee

	Discussion
	· Ms. Arnold said that a new site has been approved by the City’s Common Council. The new Farmer’s Market will be held from June 13 through October 24, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Dexter Park. It will provide space for local producers, as well as musicians, artists and prepared foods. Space will allow for 18 vendors. The cost will be $10 per booth, or $50 for the season. A new website is being developed at www.eastendfarmersmarket.com
· Ms. Arnold said the Chenango-Madison Bounty program allows for on-line sales of locally grown products. In 2008 more than $200,000 of local products were sold. The LAP Sub-Committee will be considering a similar program for Cortland County. 

	Conclusions
	

	

	
	Other discussion items

	
	· Mr. Ross said some local pharmacies or drug stores have collected expired prescription drugs, which are then collected by the Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Steger said he will talk to Don Chambers about the possibility of including prescription drugs with the Household Hazardous Waste program.
· Ms. Arnold noted a litter problem, especially in the spring. She asked if the county could put a tax on fast food packages and grocery bags, which would help fund cleaning up the litter. 

	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. McKee made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Arnold.  The meeting was adjourned.

	
	

	Special notes
	· Mr. Ross will meet with Mr. Schrader about the possibility of relocating the Greyhound Bus Station from Central Ave. to Riverside Plaza. 
· Representatives from NYALT, and BDC/IDA will be invited to the May meeting to discuss the transfer of easements on protected farmland.
· Mr. Steger will evaluate including prescription drugs with the Household Hazardous Waste program.
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