	Cortland County Health Committee

	Minutes
	April 8, 2009
	8:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell; John Steger, Carol Tytler and Kathy Willcox

	attendees
	Catherine Feuerherm, Health Department; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Mike Kilmer, Mental Health; Larry Tingley, Mike McKee, Legislator; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard

	Not present
	Steve Dafoe, Tom Williams

	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price called for a motion to approve of the minutes of March 11, 2009. Mr. Cornell made a motion. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.



	Resolutions

	 

	Health Department
	Authorize Agreement – McBee Associates

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Feurherm explained that this company reviews the Medicaid billing by the county. Last year five bills were re-submitted, out of 852 that were reviewed. McBee takes 27.3 percent of money recovered. Last year this totaled $3,233 in additional funds for the county. Ms. Feuerherm said that this is a very small percentage of missed billing compared to other billing agencies. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed. 

	Conclusions
	

	

	mental Health Department
	Extended Hours at Mental Health Clinic

	Discussion
	Mr. Kilmer said the new hours have been officially posted, and he has been meeting with Labor Management in regards to changes in hours, and that the support staff has some concerns that need to be addressed. The new hours will be from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursdays. This will allow for one adult clinician and one child clinician and one support staff to work, seeing four patients that night.

	Conclusions
	

	

	mental health department
	Community Services Board – Larry Tingley

	Discussion
	Mr. Tingley said the Community Services Board has reviewed the Jefferson County Case Management Policy. They have come to the conclusion that the county should look into the possibility of having one oversight administer for all case managers in the county. Right now there are five ICMs employed by the county, and seven employed by Catholic Charities. The Community Services Board will issue a Request for Proposals in May. Ms. Wilcox asked about what oversight the Legislature or the Health Committee provides in the process. Mr. Tingley said that if the County was to contract with an outside agency, the Legislature would approve the contract. Ms. Price noted that the Health Committee has not had an opportunity to review the issue, and has not been receiving minutes of the Community Services Board meetings, and asked Ms. Wilcox to give monthly updates from the CSB meetings. Mr. Tingley said he will begin sending those minutes to the Health Committee. Ms. Tytler asked to see a copy of the RFP before it is sent out.
Mr. Tingley said the bylaws for the Community Services Board, adopted in 1988 and amended in 1992, are being reviewed. He said the Board is also reviewing agency budgets. 

Mr. Tingley and Mr. Kilmer discussed an audit from the NYS Inspector General beginning April 20, focusing on Medicaid Billing. The audit will take a random sample of billings from April of 2003 through December of 2007. Every county that has been audited has had to pay back money, and they expect Cortland County will also have to pay back some money.
The Community Services Board is reviewing an application by Hutchings Psychiatric Center for an 11-bed transitional facility.

	Conclusions
	


	Other Discussion
	· Ms. Tytler and Ms. Feuerherm told the committee that the Board of Health has sent a letter in opposition to two gas station proposals – one in the Tops Plaza, the second on Route 281 in Homer. She said there are risks at both locations of pollution in the aquifer and water supply. 
· Ms. Tytler asked about what services are provided for Sex Offender program. Mr. Kilmer said that these services are court ordered, and they the county does make money on providing the services. There are sex offenders from both inside and outside of Cortland County that get services. He said these services are provided in a group setting, and there has been studies done that show this type of treatment is most beneficial.
· Ms. Tytler asked that the Health Committee begin reviewing mandated and non-mandated programs in the Health and Mental Health Departments, specifically in Environmental Health Services and in the Certified Home Health Agency (CHHA). She noted that CHHA lost about $350,000 in 2008, and Cayuga County has had an offer to purchase the CHAA services, and also made about $250,000 in 2008.

	Conclusions
	


	Executive session
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to go into Executive Session. Seconded by Ms. Tytler.

	
	

	Adjourn
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Steger. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned. 

	
	

	Meeting highlights
	· The Community Services Board will be sending out an RFP in May for an administrator for the Intensive Case Management Program.
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