	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	April 7, 2009
	8:30 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee called the meeting to order at 8:31 am.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice-Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Tom Hartnett, Danny Ross and Newell Willcox. 

	attendees
	Dennis Whitt, County Auditor; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Liz Burns, Assistant County Attorney; Don Chambers, Superintendant of Highways; Bob Buerkle, Deputy Superintendant of Highways; Amy Bertini, Jean Ward, Robert Smith, Karl Blixt, Robert Hubbert, Judy Hope-Klessig, Cindy Monroe, Solon Supervisor; Tom McClyman, Ann McLyman, Karen Lang and Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard. 

	not present
	Chad Loomis

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Willcox made a motion to accept the minutes of March 10, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Steger and Ms. Arnold noted a correction. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved, pending corrections.

	Resolutions ~ Highway Department

	


	Resolution No. 1 –  Award Inspection and Maintenance Contract – Automated Weather Observing System/Airport

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Willcox moved the motion.  Mr. Hartnett seconded the motion.  Mr. Buerkle said that he got two quotes for this annual contract required by the Federal Aviation Administration. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.


	Resolution No. 2 –  Amend 2009 Budget – Airport Security Lighting

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Steger moved the motion.  Ms. Arnold seconded the motion.  Mr. Buerkle said that this is a grant started last year, and this resolution just reappropriates the funds to the 2009 budget. All members voting in favor; none were opposed.  The motion passed.  




	Resolution No. 3 – Approve Right-of-Way Purchase – N. Tower Road 

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion.  Mr. Willcox moved the motion.  Ms. Arnold seconded the motion.  Mr. Chambers explained that the work that needs to be done to fix the road, including a new culvert, could cause harm to the property. The road will be raised about four feet, and the reason the resolution calls for purchasing the property is to avoid liability associated with the affects of the project. He said that he can not have conversations with the owners about selling the land until authorized to do so by the committee. Mr. Ross said there are other projects, such as Kellogg Road maintenance, that he would like to see done prior to this. Mr. Schrader said that if the project is going to be done, it is necessary to take the house, but said that once the road is fixed, it should be abandoned and given to the town. Mr. Schrader said that the road is owned by the county, and is need of repair. Legislators McKee, Steger and Arnold voting in favor; Legislators Hartnett, Ross and Willcox opposed. The motion failed. 

	
	


	Resolution No. 4 – A Resolution Supporting Assembly Bill A1387

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Ms. Arnold moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers explained that it is the opinion of the County Attorney that towns and villages should no longer be allowed to “piggyback” on the county’s commodity RFP and bids. This legislation would change state law to permit such a practice. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved. 

	

	Resolution No. 5 – Requesting the New York State Legislature to Designate State Route 38 as the New York State Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Highway

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Ross moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Chambers said that this resolution comes at the request of Tioga County, where NYS Route 38 originates, and that a portion of the road runs through Harford. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Resolution No. 6 – Award Bids/Highway Department

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Willcox moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Chambers explained that this is the highway department’s annual procurement, and that he has sent out the bid comparisons to the committee. Mr. Willcox noted that the RFP for “Re-tread Tires” only allows one company in Cortland County to bid, because two others are not permitted to bid due to a conflict of interest, thus defeating the purpose of bidding, as there is no competition. Mr. Chambers noted that bidders can take exception to items in the RFP. Ms. Arnold asked about the difference in prices from 2008. Mr. Buerkle said he would provide the percentage difference of commodity pricing between 2008 and 2009. Mr. Willcox asked that the Re-tread Tires contract be pulled from the resolution. The committee agreed. All members voting in favor of the amended resolution, none opposed. The motion passed. 

	

	Resolution No. 7 – Award Bids/Highway Department


	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Ross moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said the county is saving money by extending these contracts, rather than going out to bid. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Resolution No. 8 – Award Highway Construction Project – Design, Supply and Install Pre-stressed Concrete Superstructure on Clarks Corners Road

	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Willcox moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Resolution No. 9 – Authorize Project to Design and Construct Little York Lake Dam

	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Willcox moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Chambers said the county had a study done in 2004 and presented to the county in 2005, which suggested replacing the dam in five to ten years. This was considered during the budget process and money was included to hire an engineer in 2009 with construction in 2010. He said the plans call for the county to bond for the construction phase of the project. Karen Lang, president of the Little York Lake Improvement Association, asked the county to look into the possibility of the project being paid for through Federal Economic Stimulus funds. The committee agreed unanimously that Mr. Chambers should seek federal funds to pay for the project. Mr. Ross asked if the project would require the county to purchase any land. Mr. Chambers said there may be some right-of-way concerns that need to be addressed, but until the properties can be surveyed he is not sure. Mr. Willcox asked if the DEC has addressed the project. Mr. Chambers and Mr. Steger said the DEC is aware of the project, but have not had any official correspondence from them. Mr. Chambers said an RFP has been sent out for engineering to be done, and those eight bids are being reviewed. Mr. Willcox asked the highway department to acquire a copy of the most recent DEC Dam evaluation. Mr. Buerkle said there will be public input sessions as part of the process. The Lake Association will share their mailing list with the highway department to assist in communication with the public. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Resolution No. 10 – Abandon a Section of East River Crossing

	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Ross moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Willcox. Mr. Chambers said that in 1999 a portion of East River Road was relocated. The resolution allows the county to abandon the portion of the road that is no longer in use. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	Resolution No. 11 – Award Household Hazardous Waste Contract

	Mr. McKee called for a motion. Mr. Ross moved the motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Chambers said that this will be the third year of the program. The resolution calls for no more than $10,000. Last year it cost the county between $8,000 and $9,000. He said this year the drop-off will be a Saturday in June, which has yet to be determined. The drop-offs will be by appointment only. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.

	

	· County Flow Control Meeting – Mr. Schrader said that Flow Control expert attorney Mike Cahill was not able to make it to Cortland for a meeting, and will be scheduled for a May meeting.

· Mr. Chambers said that the McGraw Marathon Road Bridge is a replacement project in 2009, and the highway department will go out to bid, with a resolution for the committee in May.

· Mr. Chambers said he will be bidding for scrap tire removal at the county landfill. The current two-year contract will expire soon.


	Executive Session – Mr. Willcox made a motion to go into executive session. Seconded by Mr. Ross. The Committee held an executive session.



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Steger made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. The meeting was adjourned, 

	Special notes
	A special Highway Committee meeting will be set up to discuss flow control and Mike Cahill and local haulers will be invited.
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