	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	July 7, 2009
	8:30 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee called the meeting to order at 8:32 am.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice-Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Tom Hartnett, Danny Ross, Jack Williams and Newell Willcox. 

	attendees
	John Daniels, Chairman; Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Don Chambers, and Bob Buerkle, Highway; Tony Pace; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Dennis Whitt, Auditor; Greg Leach; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Karl Blixt; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Pat Snyder. 

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Willcox made a motion to accept the minutes of June 9, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolutions ~ Highway Department


	Resolution No. 1 – SEQRA Determination – Land Acquisition and Construction Projects for Runway 6-24/Approach and Obstruction Mitigation

	Discussion
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Buerkle explained that this resolution is in relation to an environmental assessment that has been in process for about a year. The Federal Assessment has been completed for the FAA, with a finding of no significant environmental impact. There was also a need for the county to complete the State Environmental Quality Review for this project. The county’s consultant on the project has completed phase 1 and 2 of the SEQR, which is what he was presenting to the committee. He said after the SEQR also reflected no significant environmental impact, and the resolution is asking the county to agree with the findings in the report. Mr. Buerkle reviewed the entire report, line by line. 

Ms. Arnold said that she felt there was inadequate public input during this process. Mr. Buerkle said the county and the consultant adhered to all of the requirements by law, including necessary public input periods. He also said there would be a public meeting to discuss the project July 14th at 6 p.m. at the County Office Building. 

Mr. Willcox asked if the county would have to repay the FAA funds if the airport were privatized. Mr. Purser and Mr. Buerkle agreed that the county could privatize the operation of the airport, and as long as the county retained ownership of the property itself, they would not have to repay the funds. Mr. Ross and Ms. Arnold expressed concerns about the concentration of geese and gulls at the airport, and referenced an on-line report. Mr. Buerkle said the Internet information is not accurate, and he is not aware of any bird-related accidents at the airport. All legislators voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox, Mr. Ross and Ms. Arnold. The motion was passed.


	Resolution No. 2 –  Resolution to Authorize Acceptance of FAA and NYS Grants, Create Project, Authorize Acquisition of Land – Cortland County Airport

	Discussion
	Mr. Hartnett made the motion to approve the resolution.  Mr. Daniels seconded the motion. Mr. Buerkle explained that this resolution is the FAA’s offer for phase one of the project in 2009, which includes partial land acquisition. Phase two funding would come from the FAA in 2010 for the remainder of the land acquisition and obstruction. If the grant is accepted, the county would hire a consultant to assist in the federal guidelines related to land acquisition and easements. Mr. McKee asked what happened if property owners refused to cooperate. Mr. Buerkle said the FAA could choose to increase funding based on the property owner demands, the county could take the property through eminent domain, or the FAA could choose to displace the airport and runway threshold, thus limiting the types of aircraft utilizing the airport. He said three of the four property owners whose homes would be taken have already agreed to the concept. Mr. Buerkle said that while an easement would suffice on certain properties, the law requires the county to adhere to the request of the land owners, some of which would prefer to sell the property than grant an easement.
Mr. Buerkle pointed out that this entire project has been mandated by the FAA, and there is no plan to increase the length of the runway in this project or in the airport master plan. 

Ms. Arnold noted that if this proposed property comes off the tax rolls it would mean about $24,000 in lost tax revenue, according to the 2008 assessments. Mr. Buerkle said that on some of the properties, once acquired, the county could add an easement and re-sell the property, but that might also require the county to re-pay the FAA fund that originally went into the acquisition. 

Mr. Schrader distributed a copy on the history of the airport, and said that an estimated $2.7 million is brought to the county per year. He said that if the capital improvement project funds were subtracted from the 2008 budget, the airport had a $51,000 overall revenue. Legislators McKee, Steger, Hartnett and Williams voting in favor. Legislators Arnold, Ross and Willcox opposed. The resolution was approved.   

	conclusion
	


*** - Mr. Hartnett made an announcement that the Judicial & Public Safety meeting would be cancelled due to the length of the Highway Committee meeting, and those resolutions would be referred to the Budget & Finance Committee. 

	Resolution No. 3 – Authorize Contract/Highway Department – Town of Taylor (Snow and Ice, County Roads)

	Discussion
	Mr. Williams made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Chambers said both the towns of Taylor and Cincinnatus are in favor of the monetary figures included in the resolutions. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	
	

	Resolution No. 4 – Authorize Contract/Highway Department – Town of Cincinnatus (Snow and Ice, County and State  Roads)

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Williams. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution No. 5 – Rental Contract – Highway Department

	Discussion
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Chambers said the highway equipment is stored at the fairgrounds, and that the rate for this service has not changed. Mr. Ross asked if there has been any consideration to building a pole barn, rather then renting space every year. Mr. Chambers said that this has been discussed, but that is not what he is recommending this year. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Ross. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution No. 6 – Award Solid Waste Equipment/Transfer Funds – Dumpster Hook Lift and Containers

	Discussion
	Ms. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Hartnett. Mr. Chambers said this will save the county about $5,600 per year, which will result in a five to six year payback on investment. All members voting in favor, except Mr. McKee. The resolution was approved. 

	
	

	Resolution No. 7 – Authorize Exemption from Tipping Fees – River Clean up

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Chambers said this is an annual event that averages between one and two tons of material at the landfill. Mr. Chambers told the committee that the village of McGraw and the town of Solon had foregone the previous Amnesty Day in hopes to burn some construction and demolition material. The DEC would not allow the burn, and now there are about two dump truck loads for which they are requesting amnesty. Mr. Williams made a motion to amend the resolution to include McGraw and Solon. All members voting in favor of the amendment, except Mr. Ross who abstained. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Resolution No. 8 – Award Highway Bid – Metal Object Removal

	Discussion
	Mr. Hartnett made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. All members voting in favor, except Mr. Ross. The resolution was approved. 


	Other Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Mr. Chambers said the county has mined for more than 20 years on this particular parcel in Harford. Traditionally the county obtains the mining permit and is responsible for reclamation. After 20 years of mining, the site is nearly empty, and he is recommending expanding into an adjacent parcel. He said he is seeking permission from the committee to drill test holes to verify the contents of the site. The county removes the material from the site and either screens or crushes it. Mr. Chambers said this saves the county a significant amount of money, rather then purchasing processed gravel. Similar mining sites are utilized in Cuyler and Cortlandville. Ms. Arnold made a motion to allow test holes to be drilled at the proposed site. Seconded by Mr. Williams. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed.
· The Highway Department will be opening bids July 13 for painting of the Little York Pavillion. 

· Ms. Arnold asked about holding a meeting with trash haulers in regards to a Local Law on flow control. She made a motion that the meeting be held prior to drafting the local law to allow for public input. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Schrader said he would prefer to draft the policy and the get feedback from the public, otherwise there would be no focus to the public discussions. Mr. McKee called for a vote. Legislators Ross and Arnold voting in favor, all others opposed. The motion failed.

· July 25 has been set for Hazardous Waste collection, Residents who would like to drop off hazardous materials must call to set up an appointment.



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Steger. The meeting was adjourned, 

	Special notes
	· Household Hazardous Waste collection day will be held July 25. 
· The Highway Department will have test holes drilled at the proposed Harford mining site extension.

· The Highway Department will be opening bids July 13 for painting of the Little York Pavillion.
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