	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	Sept. 9, 2009
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:07 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Kathie Wilcox

	attendees
	Kristen Monroe, DSS; Carol Deloff, Aging; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Judy Davison and Robin Sandwick, E&T; and Tony Pace

	not present
	Mike McKee, John Troy and Dan Tagliente – excused 

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Spaulding made a motion to accept the minutes of August 12, 2009. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox.  All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Area Agency on Aging/Nutrition -  Miscellaneous Groceries and Frozen Foods

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Amend Budget – Area Agency on Aging – Health Insurance Information, Counseling and Assistance Program

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Deloff said that this money will go to educating those residents who are new to the Medicare Program, and marketing and advertising for these services. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Authorize Agreement – E&T – Operation of  Year-round Youth Program 

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox. Ms. Sandwick said that the service is sent out to bid each year. It is an annual grant for 20 in-school and 20 out-of-school youth. The grant this year is in the amount of $52,000.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.


	Agenda Item No. 4  - Authorize Workforce Investment Local Plan Modification for Program Year 2009-2010 for WIA Title I-B and Wagner Peyser Program

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Davison said the proposed plan is currently available for a 30-day review and public comment period. She said there have been no comments received to date. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 5 – E&T Department – Extend Temporary E&T Special Programs 

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Sandwick said that this position is utilizing federal stimulus funds for youth. It was started in May, and this will extend the position for an additional six months. After that the position will need to be made permanent if it is continued. She said these funds are already budgeted. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Agenda Item No. 6 – Amend Budget – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox.  Ms. Monroe said that the NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance has awarded these economic stimulus funds to the county. It amounts to a $200 payment for each child who is already receiving food stamps. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	
	

	Other discussion topics

	Discussion
	· Mr. Bullock said that the federal VA has sent out more than 1,200 erroneous letters informing vets they have ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s Disease. He also informed the committee that the Cortland VA Clinic lab tech, who usually draws blood for veterans, has been promoted. He had a tough time getting blood drawn during this transition, and hopes that a suitable replacement tech is found soon.
· Ms. Sandwick said there were about 180 kids served through the annual summer program.
· Ms. Davison said the Emerson Power Plant in Ithaca will be closing at some point in 2010. She said a portion of the 210 employees will be from Cortland County, and E&T will be working to help these displaced workers.

· Ms. Deloff referenced the number of letters of support legislators have been receiving regarding senior services. She said there has been false information being circulated, such as legislators getting raises, or that the senior centers are going to be closed. 
· October 16 is the 14th annual enrichment day conference at SUNY Cortland.

· Ms. Monroe said that Catholic Charities received a large grant for $327,00 of stimulus funds. The funds will be going to help homeless citizens in Cortland County. She discussed the homeless applicants report and other associated DSS programs.

· Ms. Monroe said that the Cortland Standard will be printing an article, and it was discussed at the September JPS meeting, that the fraud investigator has saved the county nearly $500,000 this year. She said this is true, but the figure is not in actual expenditures, but potential cost avoidance. She said by the end of the year the estimated “savings” will be about $747,000.

	
	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn the Human Services Committee meeting. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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