	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	december 2, 2009
	10:00 a.m.
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 10:02 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Mike McKee and Dan Tagliente

	attendees
	Kristen Monroe, DSS; Carol Deloff, Aging; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Mike Kilmer, Mental Health; Robin Sandwick and Judy Davison, E&T; Don Kline, YMCA; John Steger, legislator; John McNerney, City Youth Bureau; Kathie Arnold, legislator; and Tony Pace

	not present
	John Troy, and Don Spaulding were excused. Kathie Wilcox 

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes of November 4, 2009. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Miscellaneous Groceries and Frozen Foods

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Accept Bids/Authorize Purchase – Paper Goods and Maintenance Supplies

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Ms. Deloff said this bid is done twice per year, whereas the previous bids for food is only once per year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.


	Area Agency on Aging Discussion Topics

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said there were 744 meals served on Thanksgiving, including 181 home-delivered meals. There were 26 turkeys cooked.
· There have been 378 Medicare Part D forms sent out. Of those, 276 have been received back, and 129 cases have been counseled. This includes hours being worked on Saturdays. 

· The office has received a $1,000 grant from the Subaru Foundation. In an attempt to get another $1,000, the department has teamed up with Royal Motors, and on Dec. 21, 22, and 23, three drivers will be driving brand new Subaru vehicles, and Joe Reagan will be working in the kitchen.

	Employment & Training

	Discussion
	· Ms. Sandwick said her office is ready to help any county employees who may be facing layoffs due to the 2010 budget. 

· Ms. Davison said that after two years, NYS Dept. of Labor has agreed and returned a lease agreement for the Main Street facility. However, the department is still awaiting a rent check for $112,000.
· She said that the Penn Traffic Company has made announcements that the two P&C grocery stores in Cortland will be closing, which means about 200 people in Cortland and Cayuga counties will be losing their jobs.



	Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe said a new  School Program has been implemented and includes a Sr. Case Worker supervising four caseworkers, who have been assigned to the four city elementary schools.
· The Person In Need of Supervision program has two vacant positions right now that is making it difficult in the office, but she hopes to fill the positions soon.

· In the 2010 proposed budget there are cuts in the personal services account, and the department is working to scale back the Wrap program through Liberty Services, and the program will transition clients to another program with Liberty Services.

· The MMIS account has a portion being funded through federal stimulus funds, which is a one-time funding source. Ms. Monroe said that by using the federal stimulus money to reduce that account in the 2010 budget the we will face an enormous increase of 1.5 million in 2011.

	Youth Bureau

	Discussion
	· The committee discussed the idea of the YMCA or the City Youth Bureau taking over the operations of the County Youth Bureau. Ms. Arnold said that this was not a plan, just an idea to explore. Mr. Kline said the YMCA is always looking to collaborate with the county and other agencies when it comes to youth programs, but the way he sees it now, the costs associated with the running the County Youth Bureau would simply be passed on to the YMCA, and there would be no savings in the consolidation or merger. Mr. McNerney said that he has spoken to City Alderman Brian Tobin, and Legislator Tom Hartnett about this possibility. He said this has been discussed before, the last time being in 1998, and at that time the city saw no financial incentive to merging the departments. He said the city and county departments have different missions. The county administers state funds and monitor the programs, while the city does a lot of recreational programs, about 118 last year. The city oversees seven city parks. Mr. McNerney distributed a copy of documents that outline a protocol that the Office of Children and Family Services require for a merger to occur. He said it can not happen “overnight.” Ms. Price said that the County Youth Bureau is a two person department, one of which also works for the Safety Office, Weights and Measures and Buildings & Grounds. She said that she is willing to continue these discussions, but that she recommends the Youth Bureau remain in the 2010 budget as it is presently funded.


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn the Human Services Committee meeting. Seconded by Mr. Tagliente.  All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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