	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	nOVEMBER 4, 2009
	following Health
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:26 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Larry Cornell; Mike McKee

	attendees
	Kristen Monroe, DSS; Carol Deloff, Aging; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Manny Lann, Youth Bureau and Tony Pace

	not present
	John Troy, Kathie Wilcox and Dan Tagliente 

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Cornell made a motion to accept the minutes of October 6, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Authorize Agreements – Area Agency on Aging/Several Agencies, Departments

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Deloff said these are the annual contracts the Agency works through each year. She said they are all the same as last year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Authorize Agreements – Department of Social Services (Day Care Services)

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Authorize Agreement – Foster Care

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. This allows the county to contract for foster care services. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 4  - Authorize Agreements – DSS/Work Experience Sites

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Price said a crew cleans the Harford Cemetery once per year. Ms. Deloff said the Area Agency on Aging utilizes the services of the Work Experience personnel, and that several have been hired by the county to fill vacant positions. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 5 – Amend Budget/Transfer - DSS 

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Monroe said there was originally about $60,000 budgeted for this line. An additional $9,800 was added earlier in the year, and now this resolution, will bring the total for that line to $85,800. She said the increase is due to more emergencies with utility shutoffs, or for rent payments. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Agenda Item No. 6 – Authorize Agreements/Several Agencies, Departments  – Department of Social Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee.  Ms. Monroe distributed supporting documents for this resolution, which outlined the potential costs of each contract, All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	
	

	Other discussion topics

	Discussion
	· The Nutrition Program received a $1,000 grant from the Subaru Foundation for holiday meal program. They have the opportunity to apply for another $1,000 if they link up with the local Subaru Dealership for a community service.
· Medicare Part D begins Nov. 15. A number of public meetings will be held to help educate the public. 
· HEAP season has begun. To date the Area Agency on Aging has processed  451 applications.
· Manny Lann said a Youth Leadership Program was held and went well, with about 35 students in attendance. There will be another event in February.
· Americorps has 17 active members, through three different grants.
· Mr. Bullock said the VA Secretary has released a five-year comprehensive plan, meant to end homelessness among veterans.

· Ponderosa is offering a free buffet to all veterans on Nov. 9. Also, in honor of Veterans Day, the VFW is holding a service. Various clubs are offering lunches for veterans.
· Ms. Monroe said DSS has workers going out to Marathon and McGraw to assist with HEAP education and applications. 
· There are seven new caseworkers. Four are due to turnover, and three are new positions. Training will begin in late November and is set to be complete in the spring.

· Ms. Monroe distributed and reviewed DSS caseload statistics. She noted that food stamp applications have gone up about 20 percent. She said this is due to the economy, but much of it is due to a change in eligibility. She said Foster Care numbers are significantly higher this year, and so are Child Protective cases. 

	
	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn the Human Services Committee meeting. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding.  All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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