	Cortland County Health Committee

	Minutes
	Sept. 9, 2009
	8:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Ms. Price called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Larry Cornell, Vice Chairman; John Steger, Carol Tytler and Kathy Wilcox

	attendees
	Mike Kilmer, Mental Health;  Mary Ann Haley and Cathy Feuerherm, Health Dept.; Tony Pace, Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Ed Purser, County Attorney.

	Not present
	Steve Dafoe and Tom Williams

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Price called for a motion to approve of the minutes of August 11, 2009. Mr. Cornell made a motion. Seconded by Mr. Steger. All members voting in favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.



	Resolutions

	Health Department
	Agenda Item No. 12 – Amend Agreement – MVP/Values Options Merger

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell moved the motion. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox. Mr. Kilmer said that the county is a preferred provider for both MVP and Valued Options. These two companies are merging services, but keeping their individual names.  All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed. 

	Health Department
	Create Part-time Dietician – Tabled from August meeting

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to take the resolution from the table. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Wilcox said she has concerns about adding a new position with the current economic situation. Ms. Feuerherm explained that the service is mandated in the Early Intervention program, but not in the CHHA. For several years a registered dietician worked under contract, who has since retired, and so far the department has been unable to find an acceptable person willing to fill the position. She said an existing employee in the Area Agency on Aging could perform the services. Ms. Price asked if this position could be held off until next year, after the budget has been reviewed. Ms. Feuerherm said yes, but that then the service would not be provided. Ms. Price asked if the duties could be assigned to the existing person in aging, thus not creating a new position. Ms. Tytler said the money for this was already being spent through the contract, so it is not going to be an additional cost, just what appears to be a new position. Mr. Steger pointed out that the resolution calls for creating a new position. Ms. Feuerherm said she was told that was the way it had to be done, because the services are for a different department. Mr. Steger and Ms. Price agreed to the theory of adding hours to the current person’s job, but not the wording of the resolution to create a new position. Ms. Tytler made a motion to table the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion passed and the resolution was tabled. 

	health department
	#1 - Authorize Agreements/Accept Funds – Community Partnerships for Tobacco Control Program

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Feuerherm said that part of the campaign for this program is to reduce the visibility of tobacco-related advertising in local stores, as well as working with owners of multi-unit housing facilities to implement a no-smoking policy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Health Department
	#2 – Authorize Agreement – Contract with CRMC and Cayuga Medical Center for Procedures such as Sonograms and Mammograms

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#3 – Authorize Agreements/Health Department MOMS Programs Provider Physicians

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#4 – Authorize Agreement – Contract with CRMC and Family Health Network/Childbirth Classes

	Discussion
	Mr. Steger made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. Ms. Feuerherm said the county is required to offer this service, but that new mothers do not have to take advantage of the service. Ms. Haley said there are about 35 to 40 new mothers who use this service each year. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#5 – Authorize Agreements – Health Department (Nursing Division) Contracted Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Feuerherm said these contracts are for the standard CHHA services. Ms. Wilcox asked if there was a clause in the contracts which releases the county from the commitment if the CHHA is no longer in service. Ms. Feuerherm said yes, there is a 30-day clause. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#6 – Authorize Agreements – Health Department (Nursing Division) Contracted Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Feuerherm said that a few years ago the county signed a memorandum of understanding with NYSNA that the county can contract for LPS services for clinical needs in the CHHA, if there was difficulty recruiting staff. She said the county does take advantage of this on an occasional basis. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#7 – Authorize Agreements – Health Department/Children with Special Needs – Contracts for Services

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#8 – Amend Budget – Health Department/Hospice

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. Ms. Feuerherm said there has been a higher patient census than expected. There is an anticipated increase in revenues to cover these additional expenses. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#9 – Authorize Agreement – Health Department/Hospice – Auditor Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox. Ms. Feuerherm said that this will cover the mandated Medicaid Cost Report. She said this auditor has done this for the county before, and the county has looked into changing auditors, but it has not been cost effective to do so. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#10 – Authorize Agreements – Health Department/Hospice – Program Services

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Cornell. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Health Department
	#11 – Authorize Agreements/Accept Funds – Health Department – Health Communities Initiative 

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Ms. Feuerherm said this is a new grant, which basically takes the place of the former Healthy Hearts grant. One goal of this program will be to target obesity, especially in children. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	Other discussion
	· Ms. Feuerherm said that the CHHA lost two full-time staff last month, and the department had to scale back on admissions in order to maintain patient care. She said that in August the county was inundated with referrals because St. Joes has cut back on accepting referrals in Cortland County. The department is looking for interested and qualified candidates to fill these positions. 

· Ms. Feuerherm said the county has a limited amount of seasonal flu vaccines. At this point she can not order anymore, but is on a waiting list. The state directive was to vaccinate the un-insured and under-insured, and those without a medical provider. Historically the county has always vaccinated seniors, and there are 12 clinics scheduled this year. She encouraged people to get vaccinated by their own doctors, especially with an H1N1 vaccine shortage as well. Ms. Price asked if there were plans to vaccinate county employees. Ms. Feuerherm said the flu vaccine is being offered to all Health Department employees, and all county employees will be offered the vaccine, depending on availability. 

	adjourn
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Wilcox. All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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