	Cortland County Human Services Committee

	Minutes
	Aug.12, 2009
	9:00 AM
	County Office building

Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mrs. Price @ 9:11 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Sandy Price, Chairman; Don Spaulding, Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Larry Cornell; John Troy 

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Manny Lann, and Jeremy Reynolds, Youth Bureau; Kristen Monroe, DSS; Carol Deloff, Aging; Carl Bullock, Veterans; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Judy Davison, E&T; and Tony Pace

	not present
	Kathie Wilcox and Dan Tagliente - excused

	Approval of Minutes. Mr. Troy made a motion to accept the minutes of June 10, 2009. Seconded by Mr. Cornell.  All members in voting favor, none opposed; the minutes were approved as printed.

	Agenda topics

	Agenda Item No. 1 – Accept Grant/Amend Budget – E&T Technology Purchase

	Discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 2  - Accept Grant/Amend Budget – E&T/Disability Program Navigator

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Ms. Davison said this is the 5th year the county was eligible for the grant, and the fourth time the county has applied. This will allow the county to sub-contract for E&T Services for at least 30 hours per week. Mr. McKee asked that if the grant funds dried up, if the position would be abolished. Ms. Davison said yes. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 3 – Authorize Agreement – E&T Workforce Investment Board and Cayuga and Cortland Counties 

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.


	Agenda Item No. 4  - Abolish/Create – Social Services Department – Senior Caseworker/Case Supervisor Grade B

	Discussion
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Troy. Ms. Monroe said this opportunity has come up because of a recent retirement. She said this will allow for more flexibility and efficiency in the department and how cases are handled. This will also make the next resolution possible, as there will be three additional caseworkers. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved.

	Agenda Item No. 5 – Abolish/Create – Social Services – Keyboard Specialist, Case Aide, Account Clerk/Three Caseworkers 

	Discussion
	Mr. Troy made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Monroe said that Child Protective Services have been very high lately, and have been for the last year. She said that based on current case load statistics, Cortland County needs at least three more case workers to be closer to what the state recommends for caseloads. Ms. Monroe said that due to the hiring and training process, it will be about eight months before these three positions will have an effect on caseloads. She said in the mean time she has been using more overtime than she would like to, and expects that to continue until these positions are ready. The three positions are currently vacant. She said that while those positions are still necessary, the caseworkers are a higher priority right now. Mr. Schrader said he had hoped to eliminated these three positions as part of the 2010 budget process, but that it is not feasible right now. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 


	Department Report – Youth Bureau

	Discussion
	· Mr. Lann introduced Jeremy Reynolds, who is working with the Youth Bureau through the Americorps program. He said this program will be extended into next year, and is growing.
· Mr. Lann said that attendance at summer programs has been down this summer, and that will have to be taken into consideration during this year’s budget process. 

	
	

	Department Report – Veterans Services

	Discussion
	· Mr. Bullock said that the Post-9/11 Veterans Affairs Services has seen a much larger response than anticipated when it comes to college programs. He said LeMoyne College has seen about 15 veterans, and Onondaga Community College has more than 100. 

	
	

	Department Report – Social Services

	Discussion
	· Ms. Monroe reviewed the DSS Caseload Statistics. She pointed out that the Temporary Assistance numbers are up by about 50 cases from the beginning of the year. She also said that Foster Care numbers are higher. It appears that it is primarily younger children facing neglect, rather than adolescents in the Persons In Need of Supervision or Juvenile Delinquent programs. She partly attributes both of these increases on the state of the economy. 

	

	Department Report – Area Agency on Aging 

	Discussion
	· Ms. Deloff said the County Area Agency on Aging was one of two counties in the state that was awarded a $1,500 Gold Award for the success of the Meals on Wheels program.
· About 150 seniors will attend the Aug. 14 County-wide picnic.


	
	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Cornell made a motion to adjourn the Human Services Committee meeting. Seconded by Mr. Troy.  All members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned.
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