	Cortland County Judiciary & Public Safety Committee

	Minutes
	Sept. 8, 2009
	10:00 AM
	County office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Hartnett called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Tom Hartnett, Chairman; Danny Ross, Jack Williams and Don Spaulding

	attendees
	Bob Duell, Fire & Emergency Management; Jane Goldner, Probation; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Keith Dayton, Public Defender; Donielle Maier, Conflict Attorney’s Office; Ed Purser, County Attorney; Tony Pace, Lee Price, Sheriff.

	Not present
	Dan Tagliente, Gene Waldbauer, Tony Piombo

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2009, Judiciary & Publics Safety Committee Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Jack Williams. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and the minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1

	Authorize Agreement/Accept Funds – NYS Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives 

	discussion
	Mr. Jack Williams made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Goldner said that in years past NYS has reimbursed the county for as much as 48% of the costs for these services, however in 2009 it appears they will only reimburse about 15%. She said this is the lowest amount the state has ever provided to Cortland County. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	
	

	resolution #2
	Amend and Update Agreements – Alternatives to Incarceration

	discussion
	Mr. Jack Williams made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Spaulding. Ms. Goldner gave a brief overview of the ATI program. She said there are typically 50 to 75 people under this program, which saves expensive jail space. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	resolution #3
	Authorize Agreement – Fire & Emergency Management – Truxton UHF Paging Site

	discussion
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Ross. Mr. Duell said that this is the seventh, and hopefully final site in the county. The tower already exists, but the building itself is not built yet. He said this last tower site should cover the county, but if it does not, there is the potential for one additional site in Cuyler. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The motion was approved.

	other discussion items
	· Sheriff Price told the committee that the Village of Homer is interested in purchasing a motor and transmission from the county. He said the car has been stripped of usable parts after a 2006 accident, and that this is a good move for the county and for Homer. The committee consented that the equipment be sold.

· Mr. Dayton expressed concern about nearly 100 cases that could be “in limbo” due to the resignation of Mr. Tom Miller as the Conflict Attorney. Mr. Jack Williams said he would like to meet with Mr. Dayton about how these cases are being handled and the reason for so many conflicts. The committee encouraged Mr. Williams to meet with Mr. Dayton and other department heads to learn more. Mr. Purser said the county’s appeal on the Conflict Attorney law is set to be heard in the next two weeks, with a decision within two months after that. Mr. Hartnett informed the committee that the County Administrator has requested a meeting with county judges to see how the situation should be handled. Mr. Hartnett asked that this be a discussion topic at the next committee meeting.

· Sheriff Price said that the investigator working with the Sheriff’s Department and the Department of Social Services has made 12 arrests that have resulted in more than 30 charges being brought. He said the costs for this position are reimbursed, and have saved the county nearly $527,000. Mr. Jack Williams asked the Sheriff to further investigate the associated costs of this position and report back to the committee if it would be a good idea to hire another similar position. 

· Ms. Goldner said this would be her last committee meeting, as she is retiring this month. She said that Mr. Schrader will be  temporarily overseeing the general operations of the Probation Department until her position can be filled. Two senior probation workers will be dealing with the day-to-day operations and individual cases during this transition. Mr. Hartnett thanked Ms. Goldner for her years of service to the county and said that she would be missed.

· Mr. Bob Duell said that Cortland County was denied FEMA funding for the August 8-9 flooding, which came to more than $330,000 worth of damage. He said there were three counties that were approved funding, and Cortland County was one of seven that were denied. An appeal is pending. 

	Adjournment
	Mr. Spaulding made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Ross. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The meeting was adjourned.


Meeting Highlights: 
· The status of the Conflict Attorney Position will be discussed at the October JPS meeting.
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