	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	September 10, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:01 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; John Steger; Carol Tytler and Gene Waldbauer

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Judy Hope Klessig; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Pat Snyder, Sid McEvoy, Mike McMahon, Amanda Barber, SWCD

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe, Mike McKee

	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adopt the minutes of July 9, 2009.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  Ms. Arnold asked that a correction be made. All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved, pending changes.

	

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Application for Section 5311 Annual Operating Assistance

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer. Mr. Dineen said that this is an annual application for the operation of First Transit. The contract is a 10-year contract, but the county has to apply on an annual basis.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	
	

	resolution #2
	Amend 2010 Budget – Planning Department – Federal Section 5311 Transit Capital Equipment Project

	Discussion
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Tytler. Mr. Dineen said that this is money left over from a $950,000 grant to purchase eight new buses. The additional funds will be used for transportation-related items, like shelters. Mr. Ross said he has requested a shelter be built in McGraw. Mr. Dineen said the county has been having difficulty finding locations for these shelters due to maintenance and liability. Ms. Tytler suggested looking into a shelter on South Main Street, once TC3 has a presence there.

	conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Mr. Dineen said the county applied for funds for two buses and computer equipment through a stimulus grant. The county was awarded funds for the buses, but not the equipment. The buses are being used for the Cornell runs. Mr. Ross asked about the bus inventory. He requested that the inventory be done an annual basis, preferably in January.
· Mr. Pat Snyder said he is writing road preservation laws for the towns of Homer, Virgil and Scott. He said Broome County has a draft law, but it singles out trucks associated with natural gas drilling, which may cause some legal problems. He said if Cortland drafts a law he would suggest it be more inclusive for wind projects and other industries. Ms. Arnold said the county should be working with the towns to create a law that covers all municipalities in the county. Mr. Ross asked if Mr. Snyder would be willing to work with county officials to create a draft law for the county, which the towns could adapt and adopt. Mr. Snyder agreed. Mr. Ross suggested that Mr. Dineen, Don Chambers, Mr. Purser and Amanda Barber be included while working on the draft law. Mr. Snyder said he would also suggest strengthening the driveway permit application. Ms. Klessig distributed a sample driveway permit from another county. She also said that there are no revenue mechanisms in place for landowners if there is no well drilled on the property. She said many landowners may have driveways or pipelines on their property, but no associated revenues.
· Ms. Barber said the Soil & Water Conservation District has offered three septic workshops recently, with more than 100 people in attendance. They have completed three ag-projects in the towns of Homer, Cincinnatus and Freetown, while two more are pending in Marathon and Preble. 

· Ms. Tytler and Ms. Barber asked about the status of the All-Hazard Mitigation Plan, and if Ms. DeRusso has agreed to accept the work and goals of the Stormwater  Management/Flooding Sub-committee, as part of the Mitigation Plan. Mr. Ross said he thought that would be a good fit. Ms .Tytler said there are some high-hazard dams throughout the county, such as Stump Pond and Melody Lake, which could be addressed in the plan. Mr. Ross pointed out that these are not publicly owned dams, but are considered private property. 

· Mr. McEvoy distributed a report on the NYS Fair, and said Cortland County did well, with more than 200 exhibits, and more than 300 children involved. 

· Mr. McMahon said with rock-bottom milk prices right now, and a small window to pay school taxes, he would like the legislature to look into the possibility of extending the deadline to pay taxes if possible, and/or an installment option. The current process is to pay school taxes to the school by Oct. 31. After that date the taxes can be paid to the county, until the end of November. However after November, the taxes can not be accepted until they are re-levied and included in the county’s taxes. Mr. McMahon suggested a six-month extension for farmers to pay taxes, without penalties or interest. Mr. Purser said the county’s hands may be tied due to NYS laws, but that he would look into the possibilities. 
· Ms. Arnold distributed a draft survey to employees on ride-sharing opportunities. She asked for any suggestions in regards to the survey, and the committee agreed it should be sent to employees soon, with a return deadline of October 1. Mr. Dineen said responses can be sent to Cyril Boufares in the Planning Department. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	A ride-sharing survey will be sent to county employees to gauge the interest of such a program. 

Mr. Purser will look into the possibility of a tax payment extension or installment plan for local farmers.

Pat Snyder will be working with county officials to create a draft Road Preservation Law for the county.  
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