	Cortland County Highway Committee

	Minutes
	August 11, 2009
	8:30 AM

	County Office building
Room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. McKee called the meeting to order at 8:31 am.

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Mike McKee, Chairman; John Steger, Vice-Chairman; Kathie Arnold, Tom Hartnett, Danny Ross, Jack Williams and Newell Willcox. 

	attendees
	Don Chambers, and Bob Buerkle, Highway; Tony Pace; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Dennis Whitt, Auditor; Eric Mulvihill, WXHC; Ed Purser, County Attorney. 

	not present
	

	Minutes Approval

	Mr. Willcox made a motion to accept the minutes of July 7, 2009. Seconded by Mr. J. Williams. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 
Mr. Ross made a motion to accept the minutes of July 23, 2009. Seconded by Mr. J. Williams. All members voting in favor, none opposed. The minutes were approved as printed. 

	

	Resolutions ~ Highway Department


	Resolution No. 1 – Accept Grant/Authorize Project – Hangar Building Renovations

	Discussion
	Mr. Hartnett made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Buerkle explained that this grant was applied for in 2008, but notification was just received last week. The funds will go to rehabilitate Hangar #1, the oldest Hangar. This will allow for a new floor, new roof, as well as electric and siding work. The local share is $33,000. Ms. Arnold noted that the county must front the money for the project, and then get reimbursed. She asked Mr. Schrader if the county budget could handle this. Mr. Schrader responded “yes”. Mr. Willcox asked if the grant would have to be repaid if the airport ceased to operate. Mr. Buerkle said the grant covenant states the airport must continue operations for at least 10 years, while federal grants, like the one accepted last month, call for a 20-year period. Mr. Buerkle said the local share is in the budget, and that previous grants have been reimbursed within about six months. All legislators voting in favor, except Mr. Willcox, Mr. Ross and Ms. Arnold. The motion was passed.


	Resolution No. 2 –  Accept 2008 NY State Aviation Grant, Authorize Project – Sanitary Sewer Connection

	Discussion
	Mr. J. Williams made a motion to approve the resolution.  Mr. Ross seconded the motion. Ms. Arnold asked if this work would be put out to bid. Mr. Buerkle said it could be, but the work could also be done in-house. All members voting in favor; none opposed, and the resolution was approved.   

	conclusion
	


	Resolution No. 3 –Accept 2008 NY State Aviation Grant – Snow Removal Equipment

	Discussion
	Mr. Daniels made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Buerkle said county highway equipment is being used to ploy the runway, and this will allow for an airport truck to do the work, and will make the airport budget more inclusive of actual operations. The local share of the grant is $5,000. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	
	

	Resolution No. 4 – Authorize Highway Equipment – Snow Plow Truck

	Discussion
	Mr. Steger made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Daniels. Because the grant took so long to receive, the cost of the truck has gone up, which will increase the county’s cost to purchase the truck. This money will be transferred from the fuel budget line. Budget estimates were based on $4.00 per gallon, and fuel has not cost that much so far this year. All members voting in favor; none opposed. The resolution was approved. 

	

	Other Discussion Items

	Discussion
	· Mr. Chambers said the Household Hazardous Waste day at the recycling center went well, with 79 residents setting up appointments. The cost to the county was about $6,000 with a 50% grant from the Department of Environmental Conservation.

· Mr. Chambers said due to recent thunderstorms, the county has incurred a cost of more than $100,000 in storm damage. 
· Mr. Buerkle said that there are two fuel tanks at the airport now, one for 100-octane fuel, and the other for 87-octane fuel. He said the demand for 87-octane fuel has been so low that he would like to drain the tank and sell that fuel to the Highway department. This would allow the county to have the tank cleaned, which is necessary on occasion, and would allow to fill it with 100-octane fuel. This could result in savings by purchasing more fuel at a discounted rate. He said it would cost about $4,000 to move the fuel from the airport tanks to the highway tanks. He also said the 87-octane fuel is becoming a liability, as the integrity of the fuel is being compromised due to how long it’s been in the tank, and the amount of air in the tank. The committee agreed that this was a good idea and advised Mr. Buerkle to proceed. 

· Mr. Chambers distributed a list of items he is preparing to sell at auction. 



	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Willcox made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Steger. The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
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