	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	december 3, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee, John Steger; Carol Tytler and Gene Waldbauer

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Sandy Price, legislator; Sid McEvoy, Cooperative Extension. 

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adopt the minutes of November 5.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  Ms. Arnold requested that John Helgren’s comments from that meeting be attached to the minutes. All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved, with additions.

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Resolution Requesting the NYS Legislature to Enact Legislation Allowing Rifle Hunting in Cortland County

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Mr. McKee said that he has spoken to several of his constituents advocating this. He said Chenango County, which is adjacent to Cortland and his district, allow rifle hunting. Ms. Arnold said her brother-in-law owns a rifle shop, and is against it because rifle shots carry too far and can cause safety issues. Mr. Waldbauer said that the state will review this before enacting legislation. 

	Conclusions
	Legislators Tytler, Arnold and Steger were opposed. The motion will move forward to the full legislature, without the support of this committee.

	Resolution #2
	Amend 2009 Budget/Planning Department – 5311 State Operating Assistance Payments

	discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen said the 2009 budget is based on funds received in 2008. He said the county has received more money because the number of riders have increased significantly. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	Resolution #3
	Amend 2009 Budget/Planning Department – 5311 State Operating Assistance Payments (43594)

	discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. McKee. Mr. Dineen said this resolution is the same as the previous one, but to a different account.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	Resolution #4
	Authorize Chairman to Sign Agreement – Cortland County and NCY Regional Planning & Development Board

	discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Mr. Ross and Mr. Spaulding are the legislative representatives on this board, and that Mr. Dineen is also on the board. Mr. Dineen said this board is more of an economic development board, whereas Southern Tier is more planning. Mr. Dineen said Cortland County has received significant grant funding for the Fingerlakes East Business Park by being on this board. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	Resolution #5
	Authorize Agreement – Cortland County and Southern Tier East Regional Planning and Development Board

	discussion
	Mr. McKee made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. The current county representatives on this board are Mr. Ross, Mr. McKee and Mr. Dineen. Mr. Dineen said that over the last 10 years the county has received $9 in grant funds for every $1 spent. 

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	
	

	Resolution #6
	Authorize Agreement – James W. Sewall Company

	discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen explained that this is the company that maintains the GIS website.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	
	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Mr. Dineen distributed annual monitoring reports for the three PDR farms that the county holds easements on. He said the county is required to monitor these each year, and the monitoring team consists of Mike McMahon, Dan Dineen, and should include the town code enforcement officer, but has not to date. Mr. Dineen said there are no changes to report on the farms. He noted that the Knapp farm easement is held by the BDC/IDA, and they are responsible for monitoring that farm. Currently the McMahon farm is being considered for this program. Ms. Barber said that the New York Agricultural Land Trust may still be interested in holding these easements and doing monitoring for the county. 

· Mr. McEvoy said that Cooperative Extension just finished up its annual fundraiser, utilizing all local products, and made nearly $10,000. Some fundraising funds and grants will go to putting in a new dock, beach and other waterfront structures at Camp Owahta. 
· The 2010 budget calls for a 10% reduction in Cooperative Extension, or about $36,000, which will result in laying off two employees; The Human Ecology  Administrative Assistant and the Data Entry Clerk position. There will also be fewer newsletters and other small cuts as well.

· Ms. Barber said the Soil & Water Conservation District is preparing comments on the Supplemental Draft General Environmental Impact Statement on gas drilling. She will be providing these to the committee once they are complete and have been reviewed by the SWCD Board. Ms. Arnold said that comments are due to the state before another Ag/Planning meeting is held. Mr. Ross said if necessary he can call for a special meeting to review comments and send them as a group from the county, as other departments may also be providing comments. Mr. Ross said he will schedule a special meeting on December 21 to review and compile all comments.
· The Request for Proposals for the archeological survey on the Water Works retention berm has been sent out, and the project is moving forward.
· Cayuga County has a recycling baler, specifically for agricultural plastic. It will be going throughout Central New York. She suggested the county set up substations throughout the county that farmers can bring their “ag-bags” to for recycling. She said she will be talking to the Highway Superintendent about utilizing current transfer stations for this. Ms. Tytler asked that this be discussed when the county reviews operations of the recycling center. She also said that Best Deck in Preble may also want to purchase the plastic

· Mr. Ross said that an escrow account needs to be set up by the Treasurer’s Office so that deposits can be made and bills paid for work done in association with the Windfarm project. Mr. Schrader said $30,000 has been received, but the bills can’t be paid because an account has not been set up yet. 

	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Steger.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	There will be a special meeting of the Ag/Planning committee on Monday, Dec. 21 at 8 a.m. to review and compile department comments on New York State’s Drilling Environmental Impact Statement.
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