	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	November 5, 2009
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross called the meeting to order at @ 8:00 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; John Steger; Carol Tytler and Gene Waldbauer

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning; Ed Purser, County Attorney, Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of Legislature; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard; Judy Hope Klessig; Amanda Barber, SWCD; John Helgren, Environmental Health, Dr. Stu Gilliam. 

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe – Absent. Mike McKee - Excused

	

	Minutes Approval

	Ms. Tytler made a motion to adopt the minutes of September, 2009.  Mr. Steger seconded the motion.  All members voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed.

	

	Resolutions

	RESOLUTION #1
	Authorize Purchase of Bus Shelters – Cortland County Planning Department

	Discussion
	Ms. Tytler made a motion to approve the resolution. Seconded by Mr. Steger. Mr. Dineen said there is about $25,000 left over from the last bus purchase. That money can be used for transportation-related infrastructure, in this case, four bus shelters. Two on JM Murray Center property, one in Cincinnatus and one in McGraw. Buildings & Grounds will install the shelters. Ms. Tytler asked if there were sufficient curb cuts at the proposed shelter sites. Mr. Dineen answered that yes, curbing should not be a problem. He said the shelters will most likely be placed in the spring.

	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	
	

	
	Other Discussion Items

	discussion
	· Mr. John Helgren distributed a draft copy of comments regarding the NYS DEC’s Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement. Drilling companies must apply for a DEC permit for either vertical or horizontal drilling. The DEC has placed a moratorium on horizontal drilling until the potential environmental affects can be evaluated. This is what the DSGEIS is for. It was put out in September, and 60 days was given for review, and has since been extended an additional 30 days. A few key points that he feels needs to be addressed in the DSGEIS are:

1. The local health departments will be referred all complaints, however there is no funding to address these issues, making this an un-funded mandate.

2. It is implied that the drillers will be responsible for monitoring the sites, but it is not clear enough

3. The water quality monitoring does not address groundwater and surface water quality

4. Some environmental quality concerns not addressed are air pollution, noise pollution and the affect of “man camp” that would have up to 50 people living on the site.

5. Once gas is found, how is it filtered to other utilities? This is not addressed in the plan.

6. There is no place to take the waste that is created, so the treatment must be done on site.

The committee decided the individual departments should all be submitting comments to both the DEC, and to the legislature, regarding the plan. This will educate the legislature and allow for the county to have an overall comprehensive response, in addition to the concerns of the individual departments.

Mr. Steger asked if the drilling companies provide bonding for the project and insurance to cover the cost of potential problems. He said this should be part of the permit process. Mr. Purser agreed.

Mr. Helgren said that Broome County has hired a ½ time employee to deal with the influx of work on the department. Mr. Helgren said he will provide the committee with figures about the potential cost to the county for the administration of drilling permitting and programs.

Mr. Ross said the county is working on creating a road preservation local law that towns and villages could adapt and adopt.

· Ms. Arnold asked about the status of a ride-sharing survey that was distributed to all county employees. Mr. Dineen distributed a copy of the 54 responses gathered from the survey. He said the majority of responders indicated that it was a good idea, but were not interested in participating. He said if a guaranteed ride home was available, more people would take advantage of such a program. 
· Ms. Arnold asked about the mapping of acreage in Cortland County that has been leased for gas drilling/exploration. Mr. Dineen said his department is having difficulty with how the tax map numbers are addressed on the leases, so it is slow work, but they are working on it.

· Ms. Barber distributed a department report. A grant they applied for last January just came through, and will allow for work to be done on three farms. The SWCD fronts money for certain grants, and is reimbursed from the state. Checks from the state have been very slow in coming in, which has become a concern for SWCD, but they are beginning to come in now.

· The Chesapeake Bay Watershed did not meet the required water quality through the voluntary efforts that the EPA has been promoting, so will be forced to create a Total Maximum Daily Load for the entire watershed. Each pollutant type will have an established TMDL, which will drive permits to discharge. Mr. Ross said this could have a significant impact on the treatment plan here in Cortland. There will be a public information meeting on establishing a TMDL at the Binghamton Library on December 1. 



	
	


	Meeting Adjourned
	Ms. Arnold made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer.  The meeting was adjourned.

	Special notes
	 


Cortland County Health Department 
Comments for

Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (dSGEIS)
On Oil, Gas and Solution Mining Regulatory Program 

(Gas Drilling In the Marcellus Shale Formation)

November 2009

· The dSGEIS indicates monitoring of drinking water quality from residential wells will be done.  It is not clear if this includes public wells, but must.

· Local Health Departments will be referred complaints.

· Implied is that the drillers will do the sampling.  But this is not clear, nor is it clear if an independent, third party will be taking the samples.

· It is agreed that CCHD is best agency to address drinking water quality issues as:

· CCHD unique as we permit individual (private) water wells.
· CCHD has records for many private wells in the County.
· Protection of the Cortland County Sole Source Aquifer/Primary and Principal Aquifers are a concern.
· This is an unfunded mandate for the drinking water program.  Funding for staff time and resources would be needed.

· Cost of staff office and field time, and related expenses (vehicles, fuel, equipment, phone, etc.)
· Cost of sampling (initial, during drilling, complaint follow-up).

· The proposed water quality monitoring requirements do not address:

· Local knowledge and input.

· Groundwater and surface water quality, beside existing drinking water wells.

· Location (base on hydrogeology, not arbitrary radius).

· Time frame (> 1 year).

· Parameters.

· There are other environmental quality concerns not addressed: 

· Air.

· Noise. 

· “Man camps”: temporary residence, food, water, sewage.

· Example of potential problems - Harford Water District: example of salty wastewater spill to surface water which impacted groundwater.

· In 1970s - Brine lagoon spill to local stream.

· Salt water impacts drinking water wells.

· Public water supply system is constructed supplying 17 homes.
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