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Cortland County Legislature
December 4, 2008

6:00 PM

Draft Minutes
Order of Business

Chairmen Daniels opened the meeting, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk of the Legislature took roll call.  All members were present.  

Receive & File
Chairman Daniels asked for a motion to Receive and File the 2009 Town of Cortlandville Budget.  Ms. Price made a motion. Seconded by Mr. Troy.  All members voting in favor and the 2009 Town of Cortlandville Budget was received and filed.

New Business

Agenda Item No. 1 – Appoint Member/Cortland county Board of Health

On motion of Mr. Daniels.  Seconded by Mr. Troy.  Ms. Tytler asked that a letter go to Mr. Richard Rohr, thanking him for this service to the Board of Health.  All members voting in favor, none opposed and Agenda Item No. 1 became:

ON MOTION OF MR. DANIELS



RESOLUTION NO. 353-08

Appoint Member

Cortland County Board of Health

WHEREAS, due to the resignation of Richard Rohr, MD from the Cortland County Board of Health, a vacant position for a physician exists, NOW THEREFORE BE IT


RESOLVED, that Michelle Flemmings, MD, 4489 Demeree Drive, Homer, New York 13077, be and hereby is appointed to the Cortland County Board of Health to fill the remainder of the term of Richard Rohr, MD starting December 4, 2008 and ending December 31, 2010.

Agenda Item No. 2a – Revise 2009 Tentative Budget
On motion of Mr. Troy. Seconded by Mr. Cornell.  All members voting in favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 2a became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 354-08

Revise 2009 Tentative Budget

WHEREAS, the Tentative Budget for 2009 was presented by the County Administrator/Budget Officer and filed with the Clerk of the Cortland County Legislature on November 20, 2008, AND


WHEREAS, the Budget & Finance Committee has duly revised said Tentative Budget in accordance with County Law § 358, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 


RESOLVED, the Budget Officer’s Tentative Budget is hereby altered and revised in accordance with the attached.
Agenda Item No. 2b – Adopt 2009 County Budget
On Motion of Mr. Daniels.  Seconded by Mr. Troy.  Ms. Wilcox said she thought there was not a lot cut from the budget and she would have liked to have seen more.  She said that in the Health Department and the Certified Home Health Agency loses money every year, averaging $250,000 per year for the last three years.  Ms. Wilcox said that other Certified home health Care Agencies can and are providing quality services.  She said the county should look into selling its license to these agencies, as the county is not providing quality services to residents.  She asked that legislators consider cutting CHHA from the budget, or at least discuss doing so in upcoming committee meetings.  She said her other concern is the Intensive Case Management Services in the Mental Health Department.  She said there are other agencies that are capable of providing these services as well.  Mr. Daniels suggested discussing these ideas in the health committee meetings.   Mr. Tagliente asked Ms. Wilcox why thought an outside agency could do a better job than our county employees.  He also said that he has had excellent experiences with the nurses in the health department.  Mr. Daniels agreed, but said that outsourcing services to save money, and retain or improve quality is something that should at least be looked into, not only in the health department, but county wide.  Ms. Tytler agreed and said that these discussions need to be started soon.  Ms. Price commended Mr. Tory on his budget workshops and the work the committee has done.  Ms. Price also commended Mr. Schrader on the work he has done on the 2009 budget.  Mr. Troy asked if there were any additional appendices in the budget.  Mr. Schrader said yes, and he will provide them as soon as possible.  Mr. Willcox said he has concerns regarding the recycling center.  Due to the collapse in the economy he expects a revenue shortfall at the recycling center and he does not feel that appropriate were taken to reduce the cost of operating the recycling center.  Mr. Willcox said the Budget & Finance Committee did not cut enough of Mr. Schrader’s budget, and that there were other items he would have like to have seen cut, like overtime in the Sheriff’s Department or overhead at the Recycling Center.  Mr. Waldbauer asked how much Mr. Schrader cut from what ws requested by Department Heads.  Mr. Schrader said the departments requested a tax levy of $29,740,000, which is approximately $1.2 million more than what he ahs proposed.  Mr. Waldbauer asked about requests from outside agencies.  Mr. Schrader said all agencies had asked for more than previously received, with the exception of the Federates Sportsmen and the Fingerlakes Library System.  A roll call vote was taken by the clerk.  The motion passed with legislators Arnold, Cornell, Hartnett, McKee, Piombo, Ross Spaulding, Steger, Tagliente, Troy, Tytler, Waldbauer, Williams and Daniels voting in favor.  Legislators Dafoe, Price, Wilcox and Willcox voting “Nay.”  Agenda Item 2b became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 355-08

Adopt 2009 County Budget

WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee has presented a Tentative Budget to the Cortland County Legislature on December 4, 2008, AND


WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was held before this Legislature on November 20, 2008 to consider the Tentative Budget, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 


RESOLVED, that the 2009 Tentative Budget, amended and revised with a Real Property Tax Levy of $28,312,956, and that the amount set forth in the “Adopted” column if said budget be and hereby are appropriated for the objects and purposes specified


RESOLVED, that the total estimate revenues together with the total amount of taxes to be levied shall, pursuant to county Law § 358, be equal to the total estimated expenditures.

Agenda Item No. 3 – Amend 2008 Budget – Information Technology
On Motion of Mr. Loomis.  Seconded by Mr. Cornell.  Mr. Loomis asked which agency is being contracted with.  Mr. Schrader said the company is All-Mode Communications.  He also said that purchasing the new phone switch equipment by the end of the year will save the county about $9,000.  All members voting favor; none opposed and Agenda Item No. 3 became: 
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 356-08

Amend 2008 Budget

Information Technology

WHEREAS, the County of Cortland desires to improve phone service to all county facilities through the purchase of a new phone switch, AND


WHEREAS, the County of Cortland has made plans to initiate the phone switch project in 2009 Budget, AND


WHEREAS, the purchase of a new phone switch will be conducted from a company on the New York State bid listing, AND


WHEREAS, the County of Cortland will save 10% of the total cost if the necessary equipment is purchased prior to December 31, 2008, AND


WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature has approved a fiber optic project in the 2008 Budget in the amount of $139,423 but will not be initiated until May 2009, AND


WHEREAS, funds can be transferred from Technical Equipment to Phone Equipment to complete this purchase prior to December 31, 2008 in order to take advantage of this discount, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that the 2008 County Budget be and hereby is amended as follows:

Expense:


Decrease



A16105 52015

Technical Equipment

$91,583.00


Increase:



A16805 52015

Phone Equipment

$91,583.00

Agenda Item No. 4 – Approving and Endorsing Lime Hollow Nature Center Grant Application/Recreational Traits Program
On the motion of Mr. Ross.  Seconded by Mr. McKee.  Ms. Price asked about any financial responsibility assumed by the county.  Mr. Ross said there was none, and the reason for expediting the resolution is to meet the grant application deadline.  Mr. Troy asked about the wording of the resolution in regards to the county maintaining the property.  Mr. Schrader said simple trail maintenance, if Lime hollow is for some reason unable to maintain the trail.  This does not include police protection.  All members voting in favor, except Ms. Price.  Agenda Item No. 4 became:
ON MOTION OF MR. TROY



RESOLUTION NO. 357-08

Approving and Endorsing Lime Hollow Nature Center Grant Application

Recreational Traits Program


WHEREAS, the Lime Hollow Center for Environment and Culture is applying to the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for a grant under the Recreational Trails Program for a trail project to be located at the Cortland County Linear Park, a site located within the territorial jurisdiction of this Legislature, AND,


WHEREAS, as a requirement under the rules of these programs, Lime Hollow Nature Center must obtain the "approval/endorsement of the governing body of the municipality in which the project will be located," NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 


RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby does approve and endorse the application of Lime Hollow Center for Environment and Culture for a grant under the Recreational Trails Program for a trail project known as Cortland County Linear Park Upgrade and located within this community, AND BE IT FURTHER

 
RESOLVED, that should Lime Hollow Center for Environment and Culture be unable to do so, said property shall be maintained by municipality consistent with the rules promulgated by OPRHP.

Announcements

Mr. Daniels announced that the county has re-opened negotiations with the Sheriff’s Department.

Mr. Loomis announced that he was sad to see the First Night Celebration cancelled and in the future the county may want to consider contributing to this effort.

Mr. Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Ms. Wilcox.  The meeting was adjourned.  
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