	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	11/6/08
	8:00 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross @ 8:03 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Eugene Waldbauer; John Steger; Carol Tytler

	attendees
	Dan Dineen, Planning Department; Sandy Price, Majority Leader; Larry Cornell, Legislator; Mark Suben, County Attorney; Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Amanda Barber, SWCD; Catherine Wilde, Cortland Standard, Glenn Reisweber, Lime Hollow Nature Center; Kathy Tripp-Smith; Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature.

	not present
	Steve Dafoe

	Mr. Ross asked for a motion to accept the minutes. Mr. McKee made a motion. Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer. All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes were approved as printed.


	Agenda topics

	

	
	Cortland County Linear Park – Glenn Reisweber

	Discussion
	Mr. Reisweber said last year was the first time in a long time that Lime Hollow Nature Center (LHNC) received funds from the County Budget. He distributed a copy of the LHNC mission statement and other materials. He said there are over 10 miles of trail networks, and LHNC is included on a statewide list of only 76 Wildlife Viewing Sites for the DEC. Last year LHNC had 15,821 visitors, up from about 12,000. The Linear Park is located on the old Lehigh Valley Railroad, which was abandoned in the 1970s. Mr. Reisweber said about 1/3 of a mile of the trail was cleared last year by 42 volunteers for $72, which pales in comparison to the $150,000 in engineering fees associated with the un-built Tioughnioga River Trail. He asked for the committee’s support in writing a grant through the New York State Recreational Trail Program, which has a deadline of Dec. 5. He will be asking for $100,000 to improve the trail network, including gravel work, railway bridges that need new boards and railings. Mr. Ross said if the grant is awarded, he would like to see better access and the possibility of a small parking area for trail patrons. Ms. Tytler made a motion to give support and assistance in LHNC applying for this grant. Seconded by Mr. Waldbauer. All members voting in favor, none opposed.

	Conclusions
	

	

	Department Reports
	Soil and Water Conservation District – Amanda Barber

	Discussion
	· Ms. Barber distributed information regarding Septic Maintenance Discount workshops on Nov. 13, Nov. 18 and Nov. 20.

· For the last 60 years the USDA has been in partnership with the Soil and Water Conservation District, and has provided SWCD with office space, telephones, computers, occasionally vehicles. Ms. Barber said the USDA is moving out of the grange building, which will leave SWCD with a $20,000 rent bill that they had not anticipated, and has to set up a new office. She said she is working with Mr. Schrader to see what can be done to help the future of the SWCD at the Grange building. Ms. Barber said that USDA is moving to the second floor of the First Niagara Building on Main Street. Mr. Ross asked about the possibility of Cornell Cooperative Extension moving into that place. Ms. Barber said she did not think there was enough space there. Mr. Steger said he has spoken with Mr. Schrader about this possibility and they  are looking into it with CCE. 
· Ms. Barber said that SWCD is at full staff from a technical point of view, but they are still short one administrative spot.

· The final dry hydrant is being installed at Little York, which has been a great cooperative agreement. Three have been installed for use by the Homer and Preble fire districts, and one in Cuyler. 

· Ms. Tytler asked about the Tioughnioga River USGS gauging station. Ms. Barber said that the station is safe for now, but she does not know for how long.

	

	Department Report
	Cortland County Planning Department – Dan Dineen

	Discussion
	· Mr. Dineen said the Planning Department is working with five towns (Willet, Taylor, Cincinnatus, German and Pitcher) on a shared services plan. The towns are looking into sharing one building for town court services, and also looking into consolidation of highway departments. He said a grant to study these opportunities is due next month. Mr. Dineen said this idea began with the Cincinnatus Business group. 
· Mr. Dineen said a meeting was held regarding the possibility of one ordinance for the four towns (Homer, Solon, Cortlandville and Taylor) involved in the proposed windfarm. Solon and Cortlandville have already drafted ordinances which were distributed at the meeting, and the planning department is looking to adapting these for one single ordinance. Mr. Dineen said that TCI Renewables will submit the SEQR to the county for review soon, and the county should consider hiring a consultant for that process, which can be charged back to TCI. Mr. Schrader the county did not have to go out to bid for a consultant. Mr. Dineen suggested Labella Associates, who has reviewed the license and lease agreements for the county. Ms. Tytler asked if there should be something in place to document that those charges will be reimbursed from the company. Mr. Schrader said, yes, something should be drafted for that process. 
· Mr. Ross asked how the water flow was at Little York Lake. Mr. Steger said that the highway department had removed a board from the dam which dropped the water level and the residents were very pleased. Then the DEC told highway to put the board back in. Mr. Steger said the DEC has issued permits to allow residents to work on their docks, but the water is too high to do so.

	

	Stormwater Committee

report
	Ms. Tytler said the committee is pursuing funding for a preliminary effort to manage stormwater. This was a plan (Option 4) developed by Soil and Water Conservation and the city, rather than any of the large-scale plan that C&S Engineering proposed. She said nothing can be done with the C&S model until Brenda DeRusso reports back to the committee regarding the Hazard Mitigation study. She said that she and Susan Feiszli met with Congressman Arcuri about the potential for funding this project, and he seemed receptive to helping secure those funds. Ms. Tytler said the committee is also discussing incentives for new construction projects that will include a “better than neutral” impact on stormwater management system. One incentive could be offering variances on lot coverage if the stormwater management system goes above and beyond minimum regulations. Ms. Tytler said she also spoke with Congressman Arcuri about such an incentive program not just in Cortland, but for the entire Chesapeake Bay water system. She also said that the DEC is meeting with the city regarding some of the proposed C&S projects. 


	Meeting Adjourned
	There being no further business, Ms. Tytler made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. McKee. The meeting was adjourned.             

	Special notes
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