	Cortland County Ag/Planning/Environment Committee

	Minutes
	December 4, 2008
	7:30 AM
	county office building room 304

	

	Meeting called by
	Mr. Ross @ 7:35 AM

	Type of meeting
	Regular Committee

	committee Members present
	Danny Ross , Chairman; Kathie Arnold; Vice Chairman; Mike McKee; Eugene Waldbauer; 

	attendees
	Scott Schrader, County Administrator; Mark Suben, County Attorney, Larry Cornell, Legislator, District 18; Kathie Wilcox, Legislator, District 5; Dan Dineen, Planning Department, Amanda Barber, Soil & Water Conservation; Katrina Spicer, Secretary to Administration; and Eric Mulvihill, WXHC

	ABSENT
	Steve Dafoe, John Steger and Carol Tytler 

	

	Minutes Approval

	November 6, 2008, Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee Meeting

Mr. Ross called for a motion to move the approval of the minutes from the November 6, 2008 Agriculture/Planning/Environment Committee meeting.  Mr. McKee made a motion to adopt the minutes from the November 6, 2008 Agriculture/Planning/ Environment Committee meeting.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  

All members in voting favor, none opposed; minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting were approved as printed.

	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Declaration of Lead Agency – Crown City Wind Farm Project, Cortland County

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  

Committee members decided to move this resolution to the end of the meeting.
Mr. Ross called for a motion to move this resolution to the end of the meeting.  Mr. McKee made the motion. Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  All members voted in favor, none opposed, motion carried and this resolution was postponed to the end of the meeting.  


	Conclusions
	No action was taken on the resolution.

	

	#2 RESOLUTION
	Inclusion of Viable Agricultural Land Within the Cortland County Consolidated Agricultural District, Planning Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Arnold moved the motion.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  

Mr. Dineen distributed a revised resolution.  He explained that the only difference in this resolution was the fact that more property was added.  Mr. Ross explained that there is an Agriculture District in Cortland County.  Mr. Dineen explained that there is a thirty day window annually of which property owners can apply to have their property included in this district.  He added that the month of November is that period of time in Cortland County.  He discussed the three land owners that submitted their request to have their property included in the district.  Mr. Dineen explained that Kay Hilsberg from the Town of Scott has requested to put property, about 10 acres, in the Ag District.  Mr. Dineen explained that a few years a go this individual had requested other property to be put in the Ag District and now would like to include this parcel. Mr. Dineen further explained that Patrick Rich who has a farm on East River Road, Town of Cortlandville has also request to include property, approximately 55 acres, in the Ag District.  Mr. Dineen further explained that Carleton Young from the Towns of Homer and Truxton has requested to include a small parcel of his property in the Ag District.  He added that all of Mr. Young’s other property has been included in the Ag District except this parcel and he is requesting to include this parcel this year.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired as to the impact on the landowners and on the county.  Mr. Dineen explained that the landowner of property in an Agriculture District is exempt from certain zoning requirements that may adversely affect their agricultural operations.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired about the current zoning of the properties, if they were zoned agriculture already.  Mr. Dineen stated that they were and Ms. Arnold added that is if the Towns have zoning.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired further for reasons why they are interested in being in the Ag District.  Mr. Dineen and Mr. Ross added that there are other benefits they are also such the installation of a water line in, the land owner of land in the Ag District would receive a less expansive rate.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired as to who sets the criteria for this.  Mr. Ross explained that requests are submitted to the Farmland Protection Board and they vote on it prior to the resolution coming before the Legislature.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired further about the criteria requirements.  Mr. Dineen and Ms. Barber explained what restrictions are involved and the rights that are involved in the Ag District.  Ms. Barber explained that the involvement is complicated. 


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	Ms. Barber inquired about the advertisement of the thirty day window annually for inclusion in the Ag District.  Mr. Dineen discussed and explained that it was advertised in the paper.  



	#3 RESOLUTION
	Authorize Agreements ~ James W. Sewall Company

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. McKee moved the motion.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  
Mr. Dineen explained that this is to host the GIS data viewer website.  He explained that there has been a data viewer in the website since 2003 and they have not been charged and they have not been charged.  He added that it has been updated through Soil & Water Conservation.  Mr. Dineen stated that now there is a charge involved to do this, an annual hosting fee.  Committee members discussed the data viewer website.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried..

	

	#4 Resolution
	Approving and Endorsing Lime Hollow Grant, Cortland Linear Park

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. Waldbauer moved the motion.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  
Mr. Ross explained that they are applying for a grant to work on their trail and the grant needs to be submitted tomorrow.  He added that he has drafted a letter of support from this committee (he passed a copy of the letter around for all committee members present to view).  Mr. McKee inquired about and right-of-ways or easements being involved.  Mr. Ross expressed that there are none and added that this is to work on existing trails.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	Discussions & Reports

	Soil & Water Conservation Update ~ Amanda Barber

	Discussion
	Ms. Barber explained that her office has been working on funding applications for the first of January.  She further explained that they did submit an application for a small amount of funding to assist with the Emergency Action Plan regarding dams in the county.  She added that they are just providing background information and technical assistance.  She explained that a consultant will probably need to be hired to sign off on this.  She added that her office is interested to see how these dams in the area are integrated in the county’s overall disaster mitigation plan.  She went on to explain that there are a few dams in the county that should be looked at and we should consider what would happen if there was a breech of one of them.  Ms. Barber further discussed Septic Tank Maintenance Workshops and the $100 rebate offered.  Mr. Ross inquired about dry hydrants.  Ms. Barber explained that they have completed what was planned but added that if there is funding she may be able to do one or two more.  

	

	Resolutions

	

	#5 Resolution
	Amend Budget ~ Planning Department

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Ms. Arnold moved the motion.  Mr. Waldbauer seconded the motion.  
Mr. Dineen explained that the projected passenger and mileage were   exceeded this year and this is for additional funding from the Department of Transportation for those operating expenses.  Mr. Ross stated that with the study that has been done, he believes the number of passengers will increase even more.  


	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried..

	

	Discussions & Reports

	Cortland Transit, Inc. – Cornell Bus Run

	Discussion
	Mr. Dineen explained that Paul Dewer was in attendance from First Transit to discuss the Cornell Buss Run.  Mr. Dewer stated that he had some data collected in regards to riders.  He distributed a day by day account as to the number of riders and added that there are not a great number of riders.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired as to TC3 being part of the bus route.  Mr. Dewer stated that the entire operation was looked at and suggestions were made of how to do things differently.  He added that at the present time, as he understands it, there are state funds appropriated for eight additional busses, the type of busses that are running through out the county.  He stated that he refers to these busses as “cut off busses.”  He explained that these busses have a 16 to 18 passenger capacity and are wheelchair equipped; they have all the features the current busses have.  He went on to explain that he believes the problem with the bus run to Cornell is the seating capacity.  Mr. Dewer stated that he has one bus with a seating capacity of thirty nine and that is the buss that is used to transport back and forth to Cornell.  He stated that this bus, like all machinery, breaks down from time to time or needs servicing.  He stated that the period of time in which the bus is out of service Cortland Transit runs two busses on that particular day, if warranted.  He added that usually one twenty four passenger bus and a mini van.  He stated that there are usually one or two passengers in the mini van.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired about the bus stopping at TC3.  Mr. Dewer stated that they do.  Mr. Waldbauer further inquired about the number of fewer riders in the evening than in the morning.  Mr. Dewer explained the riders decrease in the evening because those riders find other ways back home.  He agreed that the number of riders for the return trip are lower that the morning trip.  Mr. Waldbauer stated that Mr. Dewer stated these numbers are low numbers, what would good numbers be?  Mr. Dewer stated that they use a thirty nine passenger bus.  Mr. Ross stated that he has received complaints that the buss breaks down and people are late to work.  He added that when this happens people are are late to work and stated that if there was more reliable bus more people would use the transportation.  Mr. Dewer stated that the bus was DOT inspected about sixty days ago and is inspected every six months.  He discussed DOT inspections being more stringent than regular inspections.  He stated that he would not try to say the bus never breaks down but if the bus has passed these inspections and ifs on the road it is road worthy.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired about the inspection being more of a safety inspection and not an operational inspection.  Mr. Dewer stated that it is both, safety and operational.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired as to how often the bus breaks down.  Mr. Dewer stated that the bus broke down this past Tuesday and added that incident was only the second time since February when he started.  Mr. Waldbauer inquired as to the delay involved when the bus breaks down.  Mr. Dewer stated that the delay may be about 30 to 35 minutes and added that it depends on the situation.  Mr. Dineen stated that there is an existing grant regarding the purchase of new busses and added that the price of the larger bus is approximately $300,000 and a smaller bus is $70,000.  Mr. Ross inquired about running two smaller busses an hour apart.  Mr. Dewer stated that he had no problem with that and added that he suggested that in the beginning.  He did state that he has difficulties obtaining solid numbers in regards to the number of passengers for each run.  He stated that he cannot get answers to requests for numbers of an estimated number of riders.  He discussed the problems surrounding that.  Mr. Schrader stated that he has heard that the bus being utilized for this run to and from Cornell was not meant for highway travel but was meant for urban travel.  Mr. Dewer stated that the bus was designed for urban travel.  Mr. Schrader stated that he has had complaints about that also.  Mr. Dewer stated that he has received complaints about the lettering on the side of the bus was crocked.  Mr. Dewer stated that he has conversations with people at DOT and has been told that if the county uses the funding, $300,000 of it, to purchase the bigger bus the funding would be pulled.   He added that this is nothing official.  Mr. Ross stated that he feels better about two busses. He offered to assist Mr. Dewer in contacting Cornell in regards to this possibly by sending a letter to Cornell and request that they provide us with numbers of prospective riders.  Mr. Dewer stated that he can provide the information as to who to send it to.  He added that the majority of the people are nice and reasonable but you always get a handful that is not.  He discussed percentage of riders across the county on all bus runs.  Committee members discussed the purchase of busses through the grant funds.  Mr. Ross inquired about the number of riders using the bus for transportation to and from TC3.  Mr. Dewer stated that this varies from day to day.  
 

	

	Consultant Review of Environmental Impact Statement

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross inquired as to where the attorney was in regards to the wind farms.  Mr. Schrader sated that the attorney respectfully declined due to the travel involved.  He stated that the individual would need to travel approximately 4 hours for a one hour meeting.  Mr. Schrader stated that he will contact Hancock and Estabrook to see if they have someone who can handle this.  He explained that the gentlemen he contacted does not represent wind farms at all.  He added that he gave him a couple of numbers and those guys represent wind farms, counties, municipalities, land owners; basically both sides.  He expressed that he is not interested in someone like that.  Ms. Arnold inquired about the attorney who represented Madison County.  Mr. Schrader explained that he has been in contact with other counties and has discovered that there are basically two firms. He added that one is out of Buffalo and the other is out of Albany.  He stated that they are representing both sides of the issues.  Mr. Schrader explained that the attorney he spoke with stated that he would like to do this by telephone conference but he was certain that the Legislature wanted a “warm body” in the meeting.  Mr. Schrader stated that he will continue to look into this and report back to the committee.  
Mr. Ross inquired as to how Mr. Schrader felt about proceeding with this resolution listing the County as lead agency in regards to this.  Mr. Schrader stated that he has no problem.  He added that every county he spoke with that hosts a wind farm, with the exception of the Tug Hill area, has used the IDA to issue the PILOT.  He added that it is in the best interest to have consolidated efforts through out the communities.  Mr. Schrader stated that there is a need to legal advice in reference to this.  He stated that there are indications that there are individuals in this county to that will object and eventually sue.  He stated that we need to do this and do it correctly.  Mr. Schrader suggested that we provide landowners assistance also.  Ms. Arnold suggested that Mr. Schrader speak with the attorney that represents Herkimer County.  Mr. Schrader stated that he would look into that.  Mr. Suben stated that Steve Acquario from NYSAC would be a great resource also.  Mr. Schrader stated that Steve Acquario is where re got the name of the attorney who declined.  Mr. Ross stated that Southern Tier East Regional Planning Board has offered their assistance.  

Mr. Dineen stated that he has invited Labella and Associates to attend the meeting being held Monday evening regarding the zoning for the four towns involved.  The meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 8, 2008 at 7:00 pm at 37 Church Street.  Mr. Dineen explained that Labella and Associates have done quite a bit of work in regards to wind farms in New York State and work solely for municipalities.  Ms. Arnold inquired if they had attorneys working for them.  Mr. Schrader stated that they would basically do EIS and SEQR work.  Mr. Ross stated that the Wind Company held an open house in McGraw last week and plan on holding another in Truxton after first of the year.  He added that they had a great turn out.  


	

	Resolutions

	#1 RESOLUTION
	Declaration of Lead Agency – Crown City Wind Farm Project, Cortland County

	Discussion
	Mr. Ross called for a motion.  Mr. Waldbauer moved the motion.  Mr. McKee seconded the motion.  

Mr. Dineen explained that he has spoken with TCI Renewables regarding an agreement.  Mr. Ross inquired if there is anything being brought up.  Mr. Dineen explained that they are not happy with the set back distances from property lines.  Committee members discussed the set backs.  Mr. Ross inquired as to how many turbines they are up to now.  Mr. Dineen explained that it varies from day to day but stated somewhere between 45 to 53.  Mr. McKee inquired if they all were 2 mega watt towers.  Mr. Dineen stated that they were.  

Ms. Arnold inquired about tapping the landfill for methane.  Mr. Schrader stated that he is setting up a meeting in regards to this.  Committee members discussed the methane gas at the landfill.  



	Conclusions
	All members voting in favor; none opposed. Motion carried.

	

	Ms. Arnold stated that she was interested in a pharmaceutical recycling project.  She stated that she brought it up in Highway Committee but then thought it might be better to bring it up in this committee instead because it cannot be done at the recycling center.  She stated that other counties are doing this, instead of flushing them down the toilet they are turning in unused pharmaceuticals.  Mr. Ross addressed his concerns and stated that the Sheriff’s Department will need to be involved.  Mr. Schrader stated that may not necessarily be true.  He added that Niagara County is doing this and he is not certain if the Sheriff’s Department is involved or not.  He stated that he is in the process of doing some research on this subject and will bring the information back to the committee.  

	

	Ms. Barber stated and discussed that there are some schools in the area interested in starting some type of composting.  Mr. Ross discussed and stated that the Village of McGraw is in the process of starting composting near their community gardens.  


	Meeting Adjourned
	Mr. Waldbauer made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. McKee.  Mr. Ross adjourned the meeting at 8:28 a.m.

	Special notes
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